Wolfeboro Police Commission

Meeting Minutes

April 21, 2011
Members present:

Joe Balboni Jr., Ron Goodgame, and Bob Copeland
Staff present:
Lieutenant Dean Rondeau and Recording Secretary Amelia Capone-Muccio.

Invited guest/speakers:
none.
Commissioner Balboni called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM and introduced the Commissioners, staff in attendance and noted a quorum was present. He stated Board of Selectmen Chairman Sarah Silk had requested to address the Commission this evening. 
Ms. Silk read a letter dated April 20, 2011 (see attached) that thanked the Wolfeboro Police Department for their invaluable assistance for the Lakes Region Household Hazardous Product Facility’s medicine collections. She stated that holding such collections and incinerating these medicines helps keep them off the streets and getting into our teenagers hands. 

Commissioner Goodgame questioned if she would like to speak about the question brought up at last night’s Board of Selectmen’s meeting regarding the possibility of Mitt Romney becoming a Presidential candidate. 

Ms. Silk replied she understands Portsmouth Police Department incurred large costs when George W. Bush was President and the town will need to address this possibility within the budget. 

Commissioner Goodgame stated they could speak more on this topic next month with Chief Chase. 

Ms. Silk suggested the also contact the Portsmouth Police Department to get an idea of the cost. 

Commissioner Goodgame noted that Wolfeboro experienced this same issue when Bob Dole was contemplating having a home in Wolfeboro during his campaign. 
Commissioner Copeland pointed out they had a similar circumstance with the month long visit from the President of France. 

Activity Reports

Lieutenant Rondeau reviewed the following activity reports for the month:

Offenses (State Law) by month: He stated the total offenses for the month is 56.
Arrest status report: He stated the report is a synopsis of the arrests for the month and reported 18 arrests last month, which is 33% decrease from last month.

Accidents by street name: He stated there were a total of 12 accidents last month.
Personnel Analysis report: He stated the report is a synopsis of each officer’s reporting for the month and he summarized the report. 

Citation analysis report: He summarized the citations by street location and he reviewed the details of this report, noting that very rarely are money fines given and that they provide mostly warnings. 

School Resource Officer (SRO) Report:  He stated that the SRO Officer Cooper reported 32 investigations last month with numerous activities between the High School and Middle School.
Call analysis by call reason: He stated there were 3,385 calls to Central Dispatch last month.

Prosecutor’s report: He noted the Prosecutor’s report was provided for their review.
Chief’s items

· He read a letter from Chief Chase commending Sergeant Moore with outstanding police work on March 9, 2011 when he broke up a burglary in process and arrested three suspects.  
· 2011 training has begun and this past week the Department received instruction on the new policy dealing with Internet postings, Social Networking and Use of Computer Agencies. 

· Sergeant’s Archambault and Keaton attended a three day class on Incident Command. 
· Sergeant Moore attended a class on Management Principles. 

· Firearms skill building is scheduled for April 27th and 28th at the range in Ossipee. 

· Officer Martel is scheduled for Firearms Instructor Certification at the Academy.

· Dispatchers will be attending training on hostage negotiations for call takers. 

· The Staff meeting was April 11th which included updates from Police Prosecutor Tim Morgan and our area Probation and Parole Officer Theresa Meyers. 

· Four aged computers were replaced and upgraded to current industry standards. 
· Officer Maloney & Dispatch Supervisor Lyons participated in the Health & Safety Day at the Children’s Center. 
· Officer Martel is organizing the Bike Rodeo for our grammar school children on April 30th.  

· They are working with the schools, Public Works Department and volunteers on the “Bike and Walk to School Day” on May 13th.
· School Resource Officer Greg Cooper is also the Varsity Tennis Coach at KRHS and he informs him his team is off to a “4 and 0” start and the parental support has been really good. Coaching, particularly by Police Officers, fosters goodwill, establishes bonds and lines of communications, and enhances the image of role models. Officer Cooper is an outstanding representative of Department. 

· The Chief attended the Board of Selectmen meeting April 6th as Commissioner Pike received an award from the Board of Selectmen.

· Officer Martel received a letter of thanks for assistance to a Wolfeboro resident. 

· Sergeant Archambault received a letter of thanks for a grateful person from Ambrose Way. 

· Officer O’Brien and Blek were acknowledged by Troop E for expert assistance on a track in Tamworth recently. 
· He received a letter of thanks from school students on his instruction of the application of mathematics to traffic collision investigations. 

· The County Attorney’s office praised Sergeant Keaton for his investigative work on a recent matter pending in the Superior Court.  

DISCUSSION:
Commissioner Goodgame questioned the status of the new Police Officer. 
Lieutenant Rondeau replied that is a matter for non-public session. 

Consideration of Minutes

·  Public minutes of February 10, 2011 and public and non-public minutes of March 10, 2011.

Commissioner Goodgame amended page four, the fifth paragraph of the public March 10, 2011 to change “have” to “may have”. 

Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr. moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to accept the Public minutes of February 10, 2011 and non-public minutes of March 10, 2011 as submitted and the public minutes of March 10, 2011 as amended. Commissioner Ron Goodgame seconded. Members voted and being none opposed, the motion passed. 

Non-public session RSA 91-A: 3
Commissioner Ron Goodgame moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to move to non-public session under RSA 91-A: 3 C to discuss litigation at 4:25 PM. Commissioner Bob Copeland seconded. Roll call vote, Joe Balboni Jr.-yes, Bob Copeland-yes and Ron Goodgame-yes, being none opposed, the motion passed.

The Commission re-entered public session at 4:31 PM. 
Commissioner’s Items

· Amatucci Review

Commissioner Goodgame stated he would like to respond to a complaint from last month’s meeting and he read a statement on behalf of the Commission dated April 21, 2011 (see attached Amatucci Review) and he also read the Chief’s memo dated March 17, 2011 (see attached) and the summary of litigation from Attorney Lisa Lee outlining the history of this case dated March 25, 2011 (see attached). 
Josephine Amatucci stated she would like a copy of the statement and she should have the ability to defend herself. 

Commissioner Goodgame stated she does not have the right to speak in this forum in a disruptive manner. 

Ms. Amatucci stated she has the right to talk and rebut every thing he said. She stated she has been defrauded by the court and they have not answered why she was arrested and she knows why they can’t because she was kidnapped. She went on to defend her stand on the issue and that she was arrested twice with two invalid warrants and she stated the Commission previously told her she could not name names, but they did. 

Commissioner Goodgame stated that she is slandering and could be sued for such. 

Ms. Amatucci stated they defrauded her but she is smarter now and they can’t stop her from talking and telling the truth. She stated they can not answer whey she was arrested and that she also has e-mails that state there was no warrants. She also stated former Police Chief Brian Black and former Police Officer Chuck Hamilton did not retire, but were fired. She stated the Police does not protect us and arrests people for misdemeanors. 
· Website
The Secretary noted the Police Commission website needs to be updated and she questioned what the Commissioner’s would like to see on the site. She noted the Town Manager’s Secretary would provide her with some training to maintain the Police Commission section on the site. 

The Commission agreed they would like their names, Police Department phone number, minutes, and schedule on the site. 

· Public comment
Commissioner Goodgame stated in his review of the RSA’s and the Police Commission handbook they are not obligated to accept public comment and he would like to make a change to prevent disruptive public comment. He would like to see the public announce them self to the Commission before the meeting starts to notify them of their business. 

Commissioner Balboni stated he would like to see it twenty four hours before a meeting. 

Commissioner Copeland would like to see a written request. 

Commissioner Goodgame stated in the past people have used this forum to talk about a problem, which can very easily skate into slander. He does not want to use this forum to smear someone and he understands Ms. Amatucci is distraught over events that happened almost ten years ago, but the courts have already solved these issues. 
Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr.  moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to require the public who wishes to speak to the Commission to provide written notice of their business at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. Commissioner Ron Goodgame seconded. Roll call vote, Joe Balboni Jr.-yes, Bob Copeland-yes and Ron Goodgame-yes, being none opposed, the motion passed.

· Recognition program
Commissioner Goodgame stated for two years the Chief has recognized the staff on the Winnipesauke Belle in conjunction with the Police Benevolent Association. He feels this is a great moral booster and he contributed to the Benevolent Association and hopes the other Commissioner’s do as well. 
Lieutenant Rondeau replied that is a great way to recognize the staff and he did note the Chief covered the cost of the band out of his pocket the first year, but they have changed to have the staff cover the cost of themselves and their guest. He stated the event is planned by Dispatch Supervisor Lyons who does an excellent job. He explained the Benevolent Association covers a number of things from flowers to fallen officer’s families to equipment needs. 

Commissioner Balboni questioned who runs it. 

Lieutenant Rondeau replied currently Officer O’Brien is the President and Dispatch Supervisor Lyons is the Treasurer. 

Commissioner Goodgame suggested providing a membership to those who contribute as a means to make if fun for those who make a contribution and to get more contributions. 

Being no further business, Commissioner Balboni entertained a motion to non-public session. 

Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr.  moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to move to non-public session under RSA 91-A: 3 at 5:15 PM. Commissioner Ron Goodgame seconded. Roll call vote, Bob Copeland-yes, Ron Goodgame-yes and Joe Balboni Jr.-yes, being none opposed, the motion passed.

The Commission re-entered public session at 6:48 PM. 

Commissioner Balboni announced that the Commission sealed the non-public session minutes of the April 21, 2011 by a 2/3rd vote as required by law.
Election of Chairman & Vice-Chairman
Commissioner Ron Goodgame moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission elect Joe Balboni Jr. as Chairman and Ron Goodgame as Vice-Chairman. Commissioner Bob Copeland seconded. Being none opposed, the motion passed. 

Being no further business before the Commission, Chairman Balboni entertained a motion to adjourn. 

Commissioner Ron Goodgame moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to adjourn at 6:51 PM. Commissioner Bob Copeland seconded. Being none opposed, the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted, 

Amelia Capone-Muccio

Amelia Capone-Muccio
*Minutes are unapproved until voted by the Commission
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