Wolfeboro Police Commission

Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2011
Members present:

Chairman Curtis A. Pike and Ron Goodgame
Members absent:

Joe Balboni Jr.



Staff present:
Wolfeboro Police Chief Stuart Chase, Lieutenant Dean Rondeau, and Recording Secretary Amelia Capone-Muccio.

Invited guest/speakers:
none.
Chairman Pike called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM in the meeting room of the Wolfeboro Public Library. He introduced the Commissioners, staff in attendance and noted a quorum was present. He welcomed Bob Copeland as the new Commissioner. 
Commissioner Goodgame noted due to the waiting period for swearing in, Chairman Pike will remain a Commissioner until Mr. Copeland is sworn in. 

Consideration of Minutes

·  Non-public minutes of January 25, 2011 and public minutes of February 10, 2011.
Commissioner Ron Goodgame moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to table the approval of the public minutes of February 10, 2011 to the next meeting. Commissioner Curtis A. Pike seconded. Members voted and being none opposed, the motion passed. 

Commissioner Ron Goodgame moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to approve the non-public minutes of January 25, 2011 as submitted. Commissioner Curtis A. Pike seconded. Members voted and being none opposed, the motion passed.

Activity Reports

Chief Chase reviewed the following activity reports for the month:

Offenses (State Law) by month: Chief Chase stated the total offenses for the month is 56.
Arrest status report: Chief Chase stated the report is a synopsis of the arrests for the month and he reported 27 arrests last month, which is 28% increase from last month.

Accidents by street name: Chief Chase stated there were a total of 17 accidents last month, a 70% increase from last month.

Personnel Analysis report: Chief Chase stated the report is a synopsis of each officer’s reporting for the month and he summarized the report. 

Citation analysis report: Chief Chase summarized the citations by street location and he reviewed the details of this report, noting that very rarely are money fines given and that they provide mostly warnings. He gave the summary of the number of stops on this report to show the public that they do respond to the public concerns. 

School Resource Officer (SRO) Report:  Chief Chase stated that the SRO Officer Cooper reported 21 investigations last month with numerous activities between the High School and Middle School.
Call analysis by call reason: Chief Chase stated there were 2,951 calls to Central Dispatch last month a 7 % decrease.

Prosecutor’s report: Chief Chase stated there were 20 defendants that faced 24 offenses last month with 7 arraignments, 15 pleas, and 2 sentencing hearings. He reported 4 Juvenile defendants who answered 5 offenses, all of them were pleas.
DISCUSSION:

Commissioner Goodgame questioned the SRO report noting one report listed one arrest vs. four arrests.
Chief Chase replied that is for three juveniles. 
Commissioner Goodgame questioned in regards to the Call Analysis report, the reason for tracking radio announcements.
Chief Chase replied that they are required by the FCC. 
Chief’s items

· He provided the Internet and Social Networking Police for review and noted that the policy was derived from several sources.  
· The Chief read a letter of thanks dated March 3, 2011 to Lieutenant Rondeau from George Soderberg, General Manager of the Wolfeboro Inn, thanking the Department for their recent help with a traffic accident he was involved in and noted the professionalism of the Department. 

· The Chief commented on “good old fashion police work” done by Sergeant Moore on March 9, 2011. He explained during Sgt. Moore’s regular shift he interrupted a burglary in progress by checking into an unattended motor vehicle on Haines Hill Road, which led him to tracks in the snow to a home, he knew was not occupied at this time of year. This lead to arresting three suspects and recovering stolen property. 
· The background investigation has been completed on Patrick Spera, new officer and he expects him to be sworn in on April 12, 2011 and to start work on May 1st. 

· Three candidates have been selected for part-time Dispatch positions and the next phase is completing the background investigation. 

· One officer will attend background investigation training this month.

· One officer will attend a three-day training on gangs. 

· They are preparing for semi-annual firearms qualification training. 

· April 30, 2011 is the date the Department will conduct a drug turn in program in conjunction with the DEA. The public in encouraged to turn in potentially dangerous controlled substances and other medications from their home at the Public Safety Building between the hours of 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  He noted that the public is welcome to bring in any medications at any time and our staff will help with disposal of it. 
· They are continuing to work with WASR for timely reports for their morning report. 
· They have learned that there was a 37% increase in police officer deaths in 2010 and 59 of the 160 officers were shot during violent encounters. 

· Officer Martel received a letter of thanks from Brewster Academy thanking him for recovering school property from a former employee who had refused to comply after three months of requests from Brewster. 

DISCUSSION:
Commissioner Goodgame commented that the Internet and Social Networking policy was well drafted, but pointed out such is not much different than what the Department was already practicing verbally. 
Chief Chase replied he is correct and that they are memorializing the policy. 

Commissioner Goodgame questioned in regards to the drug turn in program if those turning medications in can remove their name from the vile. 

Chief Chase replied than can if they would like, but noted this a no questions asked program. 

Other Business

Chief Chase stated he would like to give a heartfelt thanks to Chairman Pike for his service to the Commission and noted this would be his last meeting as Commissioner. He read the following statement:

We extend out heart-felt thanks to Commissioner Curtis Pike as he completes his term and passes the torch. In addition to his no-nonsense style, his common sense approach to commission matters and is professional demeanor; Curt leaves me with an appreciation for our weekly chats that often accompanied the review of the manifests.
I have long been a fan of local history and what better way to learn than from a native son who has spent so many years in Wolfeboro. Curt often spoke of life in what we consider “simpler times”; of teams of oxen, of the railroads and the roadhouses, of the Excelsior Factory, of the Lehner Street shoe factory, of agricultural and farming, particularly milking cows, of barn construction and the ingenuity that went into configuring those structures to lessen the burden of daily routine of the farmer; of the levels of the Smith River; the dams and weirs, the Back Bay area, old automobiles and the road coming and going into town. Of life in service to his country and his community, of the big guns and the steam rollers and the older vessels that plied the water of our beautiful lakes. Of the characters who provided the local color of Wolfeboro and those who have served us before. Of personal tragedies and regrets and those things that make each of us human and vulnerable. 
Sir Wilfred T. Grenfell said “The service we render to others really is the rent we pay for our room on this earth. It is obvious the main is himself a traveler; that the purpose of this world is not to have and to hold, but to give and serve. There can be no other meaning”. It seems to me that Commissioner Pike has paid his rent through giving and service, in so many ways. We thank him for that commitment this evening. 

Being a military man, I suspect that Commissioner Pike would appreciate these parting words. They come from a traditional charge to a superior office when a ship is decommissioned, but the metaphor here shouldn’t be lost to anyone.

Commissioner Pike: The gallery fires are doused, the rations are accounted for, the petty cash is reconciled, the crew’s morale is high, and the cannons have been spiked and you Sir, may stand down. Thank you. 
Chairman Pike stated it has been an honor and privilege to work with such a professional group of people and he wishes them all the best for the future. 

Commissioner’s Items

None.
Public and Media input

Josephine Amatucci stated she would like to address the Commission. 
Chairman Pike advised her that she is free to speak, but stated he would not like any names of the officer mentioned and  explained that if she wished to discuss a specific officer, she would need to meet with the Commission in non-public session. 

Ms. Amatucci stated that she should be free to tell her story and that this topic has been discussed in the paper in the past so she does not see why she can not state names. 

Chairman Pike stated that according to RSA 91: a, they can not speak about such in a public session. She is free to speak her concerns, but without the officer’s name. 

Commissioner Goodgame explained to her that the RSA dictates how such process takes place and that although she has the right to speak, she does not have the right to slander someone in this forum. 
Chairman Pike explained that this topic has been investigated several times and nothing was found. 

Ms. Amatucci disagreed that such was investigated by the Commission and stated she has the tape of Joe Melanson saying it wasn’t investigated and was turned over to the Chief.  She stated she wants the case investigated and it is her first amendment right to discuss the issue. She agreed to make her case and not use the officer’s name. She explained that she wants the public kept aware of what is going on. She went on to state that this is an old case and is not a reflection on the current leadership, but is voicing her concerns in a public forum and requesting a certain officer be fired and prosecuted for abducting and injuring her for a long period of time in 2003. She continued to read from the attached document. (See attachment)
Next Meeting

Chairman Pike announced the next meeting will be April 21, 2011 at 4:00 PM at the Town Hall. 

Being no further business, Chairman Pike entertained a motion to non-public session. 

Commissioner Ron Goodgame moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to move to non-public session under RSA 91-A: 3 at 4:40 PM. Commissioner Curtis A. Pike seconded. Roll call vote, Curtis A. Pike-yes, Ron Goodgame-yes, being none opposed, the motion passed.

The Commission re-entered public session at 5:15 PM. 

Chairman Pike announced that the Commission sealed the non-public session minutes of the December 9, 2010 with a 2/3rd vote as required by law.
Chairman Pike thanked the public for their support on Warrant Article 19, for the Communication upgrades. 
Being no further business before the Commission, Chairman Pike entertained a motion to adjourn. 

Commissioner Ron Goodgame moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to adjourn at 5:20 PM. Commissioner Curtis A. Pike seconded. Being none opposed, the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted, 

Amelia Capone-Muccio

Amelia Capone-Muccio
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