Wolfeboro Police Commission

Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2010

Members present:

Chairman Curtis A. Pike, Joe Balboni Jr. and Ron Goodgame



Staff present:
Wolfeboro Police Chief Stuart Chase and Recording Secretary Amelia Capone-Muccio.

Invited guest/speakers:
none

Chairman Pike called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM in the meeting room of the Wolfeboro Public Library. He introduced the Commissioners, staff in attendance and noted a quorum was present. 

Consideration of Minutes

· Public minutes of August 12, 2010

Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr. moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to accept the public minutes of August 12, 2010 as submitted. Commissioner Ron Goodgame seconded. Members voted and being none opposed, the motion passed. 

Activity Reports

Chief Chase reviewed the following activity reports for the month:

Offenses (State Law) by month: Chief Chase stated the total offenses for the month is 67, a 2% decrease from last month.  

Arrest status report: Chief Chase stated the report is a synopsis of the arrests for the month and he reported 27 arrests last month, which is a 25% decrease. 

Personnel Analysis report: Chief Chase stated the report is a synopsis of each officer’s reporting for the month and he summarized the report. 

Geographical Analysis report: Chief Chase stated the streets with the most activity were North and South Main Street. 

Citation analysis report: Chief Chase summarized the citations by street location and he reviewed the details of this report, noting that very rarely are money fines given and that they provide mostly warnings. He gave the summary of the number of stops on this report to show the public that they do respond to the public concerns. 

Accidents by street name: Chief Chase stated there were a total of 14 accidents and the report lists the accidents by street name.

Prosecutor’s report: Chief Chase stated there were 22 defendants that faced 33 offenses last month with 10 pleas, 12 arraignments, 2 hearings and 3 trials. He reported 3 Juvenile defendants answering 6 offenses last month, all of them were pleas.  

Overtime Report: Chief Chase provided the overtime for the month.

Budget Expenditure: He provided them with the latest reports for Police, Central Dispatch and Animal Control. 

DISCUSSION:

· Citation report

Commissioner Goodgame questioned if the report is moving violations or is parking tickets included. 

Chief Chase replied that the only parking tickets that would be included are ones unpaid. 

Chief’s items

· Semi-annual firearms qualification will occur on the 14th and 15th at the Sheriff Department’s range in Ossipee. 

· Office Martel will attend advanced patrol rifle training at the end of September and Sergeant Keaton will attend a course at the Attorney General’s office on child abuse. Four Department members will attend Skid School offered at no cost by Primex.  

· The accessible bathroom and related modifications are ongoing. 

· The Town has received a grant for HVAC and insulation upgrades of the Public Safety building and the bidder walk through is September 13th. 

· The 2011 budget proposals have been forwarded to the Town Manager and he met with the Finance Director and Manager’s assistant last week to make updates to the 100 & 200 series. 

· He continues to remind the public not to be taken by Internet scams. 

· The Drug turn in program is September 25th from 10 AM to 2 PM where anyone can surrender outdated or unused prescription drugs. 

· Officer Strauch came upon a disable motorist on Brown’s Ridge Road, which soon escalated to a violent struggle and he was unable to make radio contact with Central Dispatch as this area is one of the locations in town where there is no radio communication. When he did not respond to his radio checks the Sheriff’s Department and Ossipee Police Department were summoned for assistance. This incident reiterates our need to bolster communication abilities and he will be looking into possible solutions. 

· The seasonal safety grants are coming to an end and Sergeant Keaton recently reported 57 verbal warnings for Jaywalking on Labor Day, 4 verbal warnings for failing to yield to crosswalks and two warnings for one-way street violations. 

· Sergeant Keaton came upon a fugitive from justice from Maryland on a recent marked lane violation. The operator had prior felony convictions and wanted on 8 counts of manufacturing controlled drugs. They discovered a 30-06 rifle in the truck and his passenger was also taken into custody for possession of a controlled drug. 

· He provided the Commission with the latest Budget reports for Police, Central Dispatch and Animal Control.  

Commissioner’s Items

Chairman Pike congratulated Central Dispatch on a job well done acknowledging Officer Strauch’s lack of response and their immediate response to his aid.

Public and Media input

Elissa Paquette of the Granite State News questioned how often Central Dispatch checks in with the Officers. 

Chief Chase replied Officer Starch called in his location before he left the vehicle, but his portable radio did not communicate with Central Dispatch and when he did not respond to their calls they sent out the bordering town Department’s to look for him. 

Mrs. Paquette questioned if there are repeaters in the County budget. 

Chief Chase replied that Wolfeboro owns the dispatch and he would be working to remedy the situation. 

Mrs. Paquette questioned if it has been cut in the budget process. 

Chief Chase replied it is a costly budget item, but they need to weigh the life of an officer vs. the cost. 

Commissioner Goodgame stated he thought the Board of Selectmen had presented a cell tower with the ability to add coverage for Police and Fire communication and he wondered the status of the project. 

Chuck Storm, Board of Selectmen Representative, replied that he would discuss this situation with the Board at their next meeting, as he is not aware of the project. He questioned if there are any grants for adding repeaters. 

Chief Chase replied he would look into such. 

Next meeting date

Chairman Pike announced the next meeting of the Police Commission is October 14, 2010 at 6:30 PM at the Wolfeboro Public Library. 

Being no further business, Chairman Pike entertained a motion to non-public session. 

Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr. moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to move to non-public session under RSA 91-A: 3 II a & c at 6:50 PM. Commissioner Ron Goodgame seconded. Members voted and being none opposed, the motion passed.

The Commission re-entered public session at 7:42 PM. 

Chairman Pike announced that the Commission sealed the minutes of the September 9, 2010 non-public session with a 2/3rd vote as required by law.

Being no further business before the Commission, Chairman Pike entertained a motion to adjourn. 

Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr. moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to adjourn at 7:43 PM. Commissioner Ron Goodgame seconded. Being none opposed, the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted, 

Amelia Capone-Muccio

Amelia Capone-Muccio
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