Wolfeboro Police Commission

Meeting Minutes

August 12, 2010

Members present:

Chairman Curtis A. Pike, Joe Balboni Jr. and Ron Goodgame



Staff present:
Wolfeboro Police Chief Stuart Chase, Lieutenant Dean Rondeau and Recording Secretary Amelia Capone-Muccio.

Invited guest/speakers:
none

Chairman Pike called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM in the meeting room of the Wolfeboro Public Library. He introduced the Commissioners, staff in attendance and noted a quorum was present. 

Consideration of Minutes

· Public minutes of July 8, 2010

Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr. moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to accept the public minutes of July 8, 2010 as submitted. Commissioner Ron Goodgame seconded. Members voted and being none opposed, the motion passed. 

Activity Reports

Chief Chase reviewed the following activity reports for the month:

Offenses (State Law) by month: Chief Chase stated the total offenses for the month is 69, a 28% decrease from last month.  

Arrest status report: Chief Chase stated the report is a synopsis of each officer’s reporting for the month and he summarized the subject of arrests. He reported 36 arrests last month, which is a 7% decrease. He stated that they only had 4 arrests on the 4th of July holiday and none of those were related to the holiday activities. 

Citation analysis report: Chief Chase provided a new report that summarized the citations by street location and he reviewed the details of this report, noting that very rarely are money fines given and that they provide mostly warnings. 

Accidents by street name: Chief Chase stated there was a total of 12 accidents. The report lists the accidents by street name.

Call analysis by call reason: Chief Chase stated there were 4,346 calls to Central Dispatch last month.

Prosecutor’s report: Chief Chase stated there were 14 defendants that faced 17 offenses last month with 2 pleas, 5 arraignments, and 6 trials. He reported 3 Juvenile offenses last month, all were pleas.  

Overtime Report: Chief Chase reviewed the overtime for the month.

Budget Expenditure: He provided them with the latest reports for Police, Central Dispatch and Animal Control. 

DISCUSSION:

· Jaywalking

Commissioner Goodgame stated in reference to previous discussions on “jaywalking” he attended the Board of Selectmen meeting in which the subject was discussed and although most of the Board did not agree to attach a fine to the ordinance, they all were in agreement that it is a safety issue. He stated that Traffic/Parking Control Officer #332 was doing a wonderful job last week downtown directing the flow of traffic through town, as well as directing pedestrians to use the crosswalks. 

Chief Chase replied that he also saw #332, Tyler Simmons, and agreed that he and his co-worker did an excellent job. 

Chief’s items

· Lieutenant Rondeau served as a facilitator for an after-action review on the barricaded subject call on Pine Hill Road in June. This was a great opportunity to critique the event and review anything they may have done differently. 

· He met with ACO Supervisor Earl Clough on the status of the Animal Control coverage and he advised him that he does not see a need to add a third ACO at this time. 

· A tentative schedule for bargaining with NEPBA has been set and forwarded to Commissioner Pike. 

· Officers have been working on the various enforcement grants including increasing visibility and foot patrol in the downtown area. 

· Construction is underway on the accessible bathroom. Sheriff Conley graciously allowed the use of the mobile command center during loud demolition and this is at no cost to the town. He thanked the Sheriff for helping during this project. 

· They have opted to rent a secure storage unit during the construction for the temporary re-location of the contents of the evidence room. 

· He was made aware as a result of the inspection of the building by Bergeron Technical group that the crawl space above the second floor of the Public Safety building is not sufficient to store thirty plus years of paper records. They are currently seeking to digitize some of those records and dispose of any per RSA and will possibly store them in a storage container out back. 

· He would like to present the 2011 Budget to the Commission the last week of August before it is sent to the Town Manager on August 31st. He noted they are listed on the Budget Committee’s agenda for November 22, 2010 at 5:30 PM at the Wolfeboro Public Library. 

· The Department is working with DEA to remove dangerous controlled substances from homes by hosting an area collection on September 25, 2010 from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Public Safety Building. The public will be able to drop off prescription drugs during those hours. 

DISCUSSION:
· Prescription Drug Collection

Commissioner Goodgame questioned how the drugs would be collected and if the public would have to fill out any paperwork. 

Lieutenant Rondeau replied they would have collection boxes in the lobby and they would be filling out a quick form, which is essentially a receipt and then the boxes will be collected by DEA to be destroyed. 

New Business

Chairman Pike questioned when the Commission would like to schedule a review the 2011 Budget before it is presented to the Board of Selectmen. The Commission agreed to meet Thursday, August 26, 2010 at 9:00 AM. 

Commissioner’s Items

None.

Public and Media input

Elissa Paquette of the Granite State News questioned the reduction in staff for Animal Control. 

Chief Chase replied they went from three Officers to two. 

Mrs. Paquette questioned if they receive a lot of calls. 

Chief Chase replied that they do. 

Peter Pijoan questioned if the public should take the labels off their prescription bottles. 

Chief Chase replied such is not necessary; they should leave them in the original container. 

Chairman Pike suggested blacking out the name on the label if they wanted to. 

Next meeting date

Chairman Pike announced the next meeting of the Police Commission is September 9, 2010 at 6:30 PM at the Wolfeboro Public Library. 

Being no further business, Chairman Pike entertained a motion to adjourn. 

Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr. moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to move to adjourn at 6:59 PM. Commissioner Ron Goodgame seconded. Members voted and being none opposed, the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted, 

Amelia Capone-Muccio

Amelia Capone-Muccio
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