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Westborough Historical Commission
Forbes Municipal Building

45 West Main Street, Room 26

Westborough, MA  01581-1916

Tel: (508) 366-3048

Fax: (508) 871-5198

Minutes of the November 19, 2014 Commission meeting held at 7:00p.m. in the 3rd floor meeting room #36 in the Forbes Building.
Chairman Hazel Nourse called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.

Members present: Cindy DuBose, Jennifer Doherty, Nancy Galicki, Jason Nappa, Hazel Nourse,                 Nancy Strecker
Minutes of the October 15 meeting were unanimously approved with the address correction to 25 W. Main St. in the first paragraph. 
Sign: Shell Station, 27 East Main St., Luke DiStefano with Bohler Engineering made a presentation of 2 signs that will be changed on the property.  The proposed “Pecten” sign on the pump island and the larger LED pricing and lettering on the free-standing sign.  Both signs were unanimously approved.

Discussion:  Fire Station demolition.  In March, 2013 the Commission voted to approve the demolition of the fire station.  A letter was not sent to Building Commissioner Tin Htway at that time.  A letter dated September 18, 2009 from Heery was discussed regarding items that could be salvaged.  They are:

1. Exterior horn atop the hose tower of the 1888 building.
2. Exterior granite stone from the 1888 vintage to include:

Granite window sills, lintels at masonry opening, horizontal banding, keystones, and cornerstone (1888).

3. Also wood beams/trusses in the attic of the 1888 wing that are 4 x 4 or greater in size.
The Commission secretary will send a letter to Commissioner Htway as well as to Jessica Thomas, Administrative Assistant for the Municipal Building Committee advising them of the  proceedings at this meeting.
Discussion: Bernice Rabidoux, 10 Parkman St., re: the Spurr House a 7 Parkman St.  Bernice has sent a letter to residents of the street about the possible demolition of the house, built in 1849.  From her responses, the residents do not want the house demolished.  Since the Historical Society (whose office was once at 7 Parkman St.) is also located on Parkman St.  it was suggested that Bernice contact them to see how they feel about the disposition of the house.  The town owns the house and is considering its demolition to make a parking lot.  Bernice is seeking our help or suggestions in this matter.  We suggested that an independent architect be contacted who can give us information on the cost to renovate the house.  Chairman Nourse suggested that it is important to come up with alternative uses for the house that may be beneficial to the town financially.   
Sign: Hair Spray Salon, 5 Summer St.  Kate Mooney made a presentation of her sign.  The placement of the sign as shown in the photo will be moved to the right of the awning sign.  Also, the telephone number on the window lettering must be removed.  The commission unanimously approved the main, blue sign also moving it to the right  of the awning.  The question is with the blue sign and window printing, does this constitute 2 signs which may not be approved by the Building Commissioner.  Chairman Nourse to contact Town Counsel in regards to: is the printing/decal on the window considered a sign? 
Sign: Julia’s Skin Care and Spa, 21 South St.   Gene Ayzenshtat made a presentation of the sign to be hung over the door.  The sign should have a plain black background not a print like wallpaper.  The presented sign was not approved. He must come back with another sign design.
Report: Nancy Galicki, Design Review.  No meeting.
Report: Nancy Strecker, video promotion.  Working on fire station.

Jason Nappa is volunteering to take photos of buildings that are up for demolition.  This is important for our records.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40p.m.

Sue Speckman, Secretary
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