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Westborough Historical Commission
Forbes Municipal Building

15 West Main Street, Room 26

     Westborough, MA  015 81-1916
Tel: (508) 366-3048

Fax: (508) 871-5198

Minutes of the October 15, 2014 meeting were  held in Room 36, 3rd floor meeting room.  
Chairman Hazel Nourse called the  meeting to order at 6:55 p.m. 
Members present: Cindy DuBose, Jennifer Doherty, Nancy Galicki, Jason Nappa, Hazel Nourse, Nancy Strecker 
Minutes of the  September 17 meeting was unanimously approved with the correction in the last paragraph of a new paragraph starting “A new family”… 
Sign: Shell Station on E. Main St. has been rescheduled November 19 meeting..
Discussion:  Design Review Board, Nancy Galicki. Re:25 W. Main St.  The owner wanted the double hung windows to be green but that size only comes in black.  Ed Newton wanted to discuss signage for 45 W. Main and the Westborough TV building.  There is a discrepancy as to who will approve those signs, the Historical Commission or Design Review Board.  It was mentioned that there is a change in the DPOD (Downtown Overlay District) that the commission was not notified of.  This has to be investigated.  Also, the sidewalk sign for Westborough TV near 25 W. Main St. is too close to building and overhangs too much over the sidewalk.
Discussion, picture frames.  Hazel spoke with Ed Turner from the Art Emporium about the pictures he retrieved from the fire station.  They are now stored at the Art Emporium where Ed has cleaned them up and has assessed them,  There are several large frames that are valuable.  There is an article in the warrant for Town Meeting on October 20 to appropriate some funds to redo 4 or 5 of these frames and insert some historical documents that were found in the safe at Town Hall.  Ed spoke with Maureen Ambrosino from the library and an idea is to put these frames with documents inserted on the walls going along the stairway to the second floor of the Library.  Ed has 16 frames in all and he would like to put more of them with found old documents along the walls for display in the remodeled Town Hall.
Report, Nancy Strecker on video.  The history of fire station is being worked on.
Discussion:  Nancy Galicki suggested a way for the commission to get more attention.  Form a team to enter the Trivia contest next year.  The members thought it was a good idea but we need a sponsor to cover the $250.00 entrance fee.  We’ll discuss this next year.

Discussion: Spurr House, 7 Parkman St.  Was occupied by American Legion.  Town owns the house.  There is talk that the town wants to demolish the house and use the area as a parking lot.  The house was built c. 1849 and there is historical significance to it.  The neighbors are up in arms about a demolition and are asking us for support to avert demolition.  An article could be put on the spring town warrant for possible uses for the house. The commission members would like to tour the house as a group.  Call Denny Drewry about this.  Also, Mass Historical should be notified about this possible demolition.
Discussion by Hazel about nonconforming signs.  The real estate office at the intersection of E. Main St. and South St. had several large white signs with black lettering in the windows.  The white background of the signs has been removed but the lettering is still there.  Nancy Galicki has reported about the large street sign which has not been approved at Small Town Crossfit at 25 Brigham St.  The building sign was approved.  Hazel also mentioned that Westborough Pizza at the rotary has new small signs in the window.  Nancy Strecker suggested that we document the businesses that have nonconforming signs on a spread sheet.
Discussion, budget.  It was voted to level fund the budget for Y2016.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Sue Speckman, Administrative Secretary  
