Board of Selectmen

Town Hall Hearing Room

February 6, 2002

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chairman Michael Parlante.  Selectmen present included Dale Donovan, Roger L. Putnam, Jr., Jerry Houk and Michael May.  Police Chief Richard Rosenthal, Sergeant Ronald Fisette, Darren Klein of Kopelman and Paige, Officer Jerre Austin and Jamie Veara of Zisson and Veara were also present.

Mr. Klein indicated that after discussion with Jerre Austin’s counsel, Mr. Veara, Mr. Austin wishes to exercise his right to have this hearing held in open session and suggested that, due to safety reasons, this hearing be held in a larger room to which Mr. Veara agreed.  On a motion by Putnam, seconded by May, the Board voted unanimously at 2:07 p.m. to reconvene this meeting at 4:00 p.m. at the Wellfleet Elementary School Cafeteria.

The meeting was reconvened at 4:00 p.m. at the Wellfleet Elementary School Cafeteria.  Selectmen present included Chairman Michael Parlante, Dale Donovan, Roger L. Putnam, Jr., Jerry Houk and Michael May.  Town Administrator Tim Smith also attended.  Police Chief Richard Rosenthal, Sergeant Ronald Fisette, Darren Klein of Kopelman and Paige, Officer Jerre Austin and Jamie Veara of Zisson and Veara also attended.

Chairman Parlante announced that the Board will accept written comments on this matter at the Administration Office until 4:00 p.m., Friday, February 8th.

Mr. Klein submitted documents and copies of the hearing notice sent to Officer Austin to the Board noting that further explanation would be forthcoming during the Department’s presentation.  Mr. Klein presented his opening statement including that a) Officer Austin had failed to indicate time off on his time sheet 98 times from FY’98 until the present, b) Officer Austin had never informed the Department of days he had taken off which had not been deducted from his balances, c) no other employee had a comparable amount of days off used but not accounted for and d) on January 10, 2002 Officer Austin threatened Chief Rosenthal, Sergeant Fisette and Officer Hurley violating departmental regulations and a direct order from the Chief requiring professional behavior within the Department and prohibiting threats to fellow officers.

Mr. Veara presented his opening statement including that a) the Department never reconciled time sheets with the departmental schedule on which all days off are recorded, b) Officer Austin called in to a superior officer whenever he was taking time off, c) there is a problem with the departmental payroll system and there are payroll discrepancies with other employees and e) on January 10, 2001 Officer Austin went to speak with his union representative to vent and blow off steam, not to make threats.

Sergeant Ronald Fisette was called as a witness by Mr. Klein.  His testimony included information relative to departmental payroll procedures and the investigation into Officer Austin’s payroll records.  Mr. Veara and the Board questioned Sergeant Fisette regarding his testimony.
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Police Chief Rosenthal was called as a witness by Mr. Klein.  His testimony included information relative to his role in the payroll process and the events of the January 10th incident with Officer Austin.  Mr. Veara and the Board questioned Chief Rosenthal regarding his testimony.

Jerre Austin was called as a witness by Mr. Veara.  His testimony included information relative to his payroll records and the January 10th incident.  Mr. Klein and the Board questioned Mr. Austin regarding his testimony.

Officer Jonathan Taylor was called as a witness by Mr. Veara.  His testimony included information realtive to the January 10th incident.  Officer Taylor was questioned by Mr. Klein and the Board.  Selectman Donovan requested that Officer Taylor submit the statement of the Police Federation relative to this matter to the Board.

Mr. Klein and Mr. Veara presented their closing statements.

Chairman Parlante reiterated that written comments relative to this matter will be received at Town Hall until 4:00 p.m. Friday afternoon.

Mr. Veara requested that he receive advanced notice of when the Board of Selectmen will be making a decision in this matter so that he can attend the meeting.  He also requested that he be granted the opportunity to present written comments on the information presented to the Board by Mr. Klein by Friday afternoon at closing.

On a motion by Putnam, seconded by Houk, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 6:53 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Linda Smulligan
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