Board of Selectmen

Library Meeting Room

June 14, 1999

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Howard Grossman.  Selectmen present included Jeffrey White, Dale Donovan, Lawrence Gallagher and Peter Hall.  Town Administrator William Dugan also attended.

On a motion by Donovan, seconded by White, the Board voted 3-1-1, with Gallagher voting against and Grossman abstaining, to hold the July 4th parade at 2:00 p.m. on July 4th.

Open Session:

· Clarence Smith updated the Board on the Town of Orleans Independence Day activities.

· Jean Ann McLaughlin addressed the Board and announced that the Town will be receiving a check for $40 for disability projects via advertising placed in the Cape Cod Access Directory and read a poem entitled “Wellfleet Wisdom” which she presented to the Board.

· Bob Costa addressed the Board regarding its immediate vote to change the Independence Day parade to July 4th.

· MacGregor Hay read a letter to the Board objecting to the Board’s approval of construction by Wellfleet Marine of a stockade fence to be located in front of the entrance to Mac’s Seafood Market.  

· Jerome Sadow addressed the Board and requested reconsideration of the petition for repairs to Pinecrest Way.

· Lezli Rowell submitted a list of playground equipment to upgrade the Baker’s Field playground and noted her concern with the safety of the current equipment.  It was suggested that the Town’s insurance carrier be asked to examine the equipment for safety issues and that this advice be followed.

The Board interviewed Dennis O’Connell, Brent Harold and Mark Berry for appointment to the Planning Board.  It was suggested that since the Planning Board is in need of members in order to obtain a quorum for an upcoming public hearing, the Board of Selectmen deviate from its normal appointment procedure and make an appointment at this meeting.  On a motion by Hall, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted 4-0-1, with White abstaining, to appoint Dennis O’Connell to the Planning Board.  It was noted that Mr. O’Connell serves as a trustee of the Congregational Church and as such could have a conflict of interest regarding cellular tower issues.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Mark Berry to the Planning Board.  On a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to amend its previous motion and to appoint Mark Berry to the immediate opening on the Planning Board and to appoint Dennis O’Connell to the Planning Board as of July 1.

The Board interviewed John Portnoy for appointment to the Open Space Committee.  The appointment was taken under advisement.

The Board met with members of the Cable Advisory Committee to discuss renewal of the license with Media One.  Dennis O’Connell, Curt Ferri, Ruth Rickmers of the Committee and John 
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Mahar of Media One were in attendance.  Discussion included the proposed 10-year renewal license, a grant for a technology fund for access programming and supplies, the option of creating a Wellfleet Town channel and service in Town buildings.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to adopt, execute and issue the Ten Year Renewal Cable Television License which the Cable Advisory Committee has negotiated with MediaOne of Massachusetts, Inc. on behalf of the Board of Selectmen as Issuing Authority for the Town of Wellfleet with an effective date of June 21, 1999.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to accept a grant in the amount of $10,000 for a technology fund for purposes of acquiring equipment and supplies which may be used for production of public, educational and access programming.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to charge the Cable Advisory Committee with the oversight of such license, procuring compliance with said license and carrying out any Town responsibilities required thereunder, subject to the Board of Selectmen’s final approval.  On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to adopt the “Charter for the Cable Advisory Committee” dated June 14, 1999.

The Board met with Council on Aging Director Jacqui Wildes and Recreation Director Becky Rosenberg to discuss a Senior/Community Center.  Discussion included potential uses of a facility, site and services to be provided.  On a motion by Hall, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to schedule a public hearing for further discussion including the Building Needs Committee, Council on Aging and Friends of the Council on Aging.

On a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted 4-0-1, with Gallagher abstaining (he had not attended the meeting), to approve the minutes of June 1, 1999 provided that the comments of Charles Amsler during open session are checked against the audio tape.

On a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Hall, the Board voted 4-0-1, with White abstaining (he had not attended the meeting), to approve the minutes of June 2, 1999 as printed.

The Town Administrator discussed with the Board:

1) Baker’s Field playground and skateboard park – discussion included safety concerns, the Special Town Meeting vote to repair and improve the playground equipment at Baker’s Field and concern with interference with construction of the skateboard park.  On a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously that the Town’s insurance carrier be contacted, the equipment inspected and that any equipment deemed unsafe be removed.  There was consensus that whatever equipment the insurance carrier deems unsafe will be replaced up to the amount of the special town meeting appropriation of $7,532.

2) Letter to Glenn Morrow – on a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously to approve and send the draft letter and that the appropriate sign be erected by the DPW on this property.

3) Barnstable County HOME Consortium – on a motion by Donovan, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to renew its mutual cooperation agreement for the HOME program.
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4) Shellfish propagation grant – the Town Administrator noted that these grant monies cannot be encumbered beyond June 30th for another purpose.  A motion by Donovan to accept and sign the contract as appropriate to conduct this study was not seconded.

5) Marina Rules and Regulations – Selectman White recused himself noting a possible conflict of interest.  Discussion included proposed amendments to sections 4 and 21 of the Marina Rules and Regulations and a current violation of them.  On a motion by Donovan, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously 4-0 to refer any changes in the rules or process of enforcement to the Marina Advisory Committee and in the meantime to instruct the Harbormaster to enforce the current rules and regulations.

The Board discussed:

a) Whitman Property - on a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to establish June 28th at noon as the deadline for negotiation for the Whitman property or the Town will proceed to take the property by eminent domain. 

b) Town Administrator Evaluation - on a motion by Grossman, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to ask the Town Administrator to provide Board members with the same form used in the last Town Administrator evaluation no later than June 24th and to discuss this evaluation at the Board’s July 12th meeting.

c) Boston Post Cane – Gallagher moved and Hall seconded a motion to follow the suggestion of the Town Clerk that a certificate be issued to the ‘oldest citizen in Town’ in lieu of the cane.  After comments by Ruth Rickmers urging the Board to issue the cane itself the motion was withdrawn.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously that the Boston Post Cane be issued to Mae Cicero who is 102 years old and was born on March 8, 1897.  It was suggested that information on the cane be included in the Annual Town Report.

d) Request to Use Town Property – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to approve the request of Grace Chapel Assembly of God to use the Baker’s Field tent on August 14, 1999 from 1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. for a gospel concert for the public.

e) Board Appointments/Reappointments – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to postpone this matter until its next meeting.

f) Agreement with Department of Revenue re:  FY 2000 – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to sign the agreement.

g) Police Department Appointments/Reappointments – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to reappoint Michael Mazzone, Jerre Austin, Michael Hurley, Jon Taylor and James Campbell as regular, full-time police officers through June 30, 2000.  On a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Kenneth Roscoe as Police Department Chaplain through June 30, 2000.  On a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Shirley Cabral, Cindy Norris, Cheryl Mulligan, Theresa Townsend, Donna Darajky and Lorial Russell as matrons through June 30, 1999.  On a motion by White, seconded by Hall, the Board voted unanimously to appoint the following Eastham Police Officers as Wellfleet Special Police Officers through June 30, 1999:  Chief Donald A. Watson; Sgt. Richard R. Hedlund; Det. Thomas F. Hayes; Ofc. David J. Lofstrom; Ofc. Jonathan S. Pierpont; Ofc. Michael W. 
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Kelly; Ofc. John Szucs; William P. Quigly, Jr.; Ofc. Eric A. Stewart; Ofc. Norman A. Sylvia, Jr.; Ofc. Mark T. Haley; Ofc. Kenneth J. Roderick; Ofc. Raymond J. Blauvelt; Ofc. Benjamin Novotny; Ofc. Matthew R. Young and Ofc. Brian Savin.  On a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously to appoint the following Truro Police Officers as Wellfleet Special Police Officers through June 30, 1999:  Chief John Thomas; Sgt. Bernard Tansey; Sgt. Barry Meegan; Ofc. David Perry; Ofc. Tamson Garron; Ofc. Kyle Takakjian; Ofc. Craig Danziger; Ofc. John Lundborn; Ofc. David Silvia and Ofc. Christopher J. Burrell.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Lorial Russell as a school crossing guard and constable through June 30, 1999.  On a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously to appoint the following National Seashore personnel as Special Police Officers through June 30, 1999:  Chief Ranger Kevin FitzGerald; Criminal Investigator William Hooper; Gary Moynihan; Emero Weisler, Jr.; Eugene Valli; Andrew Fisher; Steve Connor; Gary Carter; Dennis St. Aubin; Robert L. Grant; Michael Minnerath; Harrison L. Gruman; Randy Follett and Robert Irish.

h) Appointment of Call Firefighter – on a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Scott Amirault as a Call Firefighter/EMT.

i) Dog Complaints – it was noted that the dog hearings had been scheduled for the Board’s June 28th meeting.  On a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously that a letter to the two dog owners in question be drafted notifying them as to the time, date and location of the hearing; which specifies the allegations, includes a copy of the complaint and states that the Selectmen will be holding the hearing per M.G.L. 140, Section 57, and if the charges are proven, the Selectmen “may make such order concerning the restraint or disposal of such dog as may be deemed necessary;” and that this letter be signed by the Chairman.  On a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously that a letter be drafted notifying the complainant that he/she should arrange for the presence of witnesses and evidence that support their claim at the hearings and that this letter include the time, date and place of the hearing and that it be signed by the Chairman.  On a motion by White, seconded by Gallagher, the Board voted unanimously to request that the Animal Control Officer investigate these complaints and make a report to the Selectmen at the hearings scheduled for 28 June 1999.

Correspondence:

1) Legislative update from Senator Rauschenbach re:  Senate Bill 1033, Aquaculture Definition amendment – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to send a letter of support.

2) Outer Cape Selectmen draft letter to County Commissioners on funds for Mosquito Control in National Seashore Park – on a motion by White, seconded by Grossman, the Board voted unanimously that the Town Administrator prepare both drafts for Board signature.

3) Building Needs Committee recommendation on Police/Fire Station structural analysis – on a motion by White, seconded by Donovan, the Board voted unanimously to schedule the Building Needs Committee to meet with the Board in July.

4) Health/Conservation Agent’s report to Town Administrator on shooting range in vernal pool and suggestion on water testing – the Town Administrator will follow up on old tests to determine if they indicate any levels of lead.
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5) ZBA recommendation to move Peter Watts and Jay Horowitz from alternate to regular status on Board to replace departing members John Sandilands and John Ferro – on a motion by Gallagher, seconded by White, the Board voted unanimously to appoint Peter Watts and Jay Horowitz as regular members of the ZBA and to send letters of appreciation to John Ferro and John Sandilands.

6) Letter from Virginia Crossman regarding inaccurate newspaper advertisements on Transfer Station hours, date, recycling – to Board of Health.

7) Dian Reynolds gift offer of a bench in memory of her son, Zachary – it was suggested that parameters be established to standardize donated benches.

On a motion duly made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 10:39 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Linda Smulligan








Administrative Assistant

Howard Grossman, Chair           Jeffrey White                          Dale Donovan

Lawrence Gallagher                    Peter Hall

