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Herring River Restoration Project

Technical Committee

Meeting Minutes 11/30/05

Attendees:
John Portnoy,  Stephen Spear, Hillary Greenberg, Joel Fox, 

Andy Koch, Jack Whalen, Carl Breivogel, John Riehl, Gordon Peabody, Diane Murphy, George Heufelder, and Tim Smith.  Ginnie Page of the Conservation Commission was also in attendance.

Regrets:  Robert Hubby

Chair Gordon Peabody called the meeting to order at 9:08 am. 

Joel Fox moved to approve the meeting minutes of November 9, 2005 with corrections; seconded by John Riehl; approved 10-0.

Carl Breivogel requested John Portnoy explain in greater depth how the tide could be going out of the river when the tide is still rising from the seaward side.  John Portnoy will provide a graph for the committee to review and discuss.

John Portnoy gave a presentation on the following:


Water Chemistry:

· Herring River dike Effects on Tidal Range, Sediment and Revegetation

· Sulfur cycling in natural salt marshes

· Sulfur cycling in the diked Herring River

· Sulfur cycling and water quality in Herring River

· Acidity and toxic aluminum

· Surface Water pH comparisons

· Summertime oxygen depletion 

· Salt marsh grasses greenhouse experiments

· Sulfur cycling and water quality in Herring River

Discussion took place regarding the high volume of mosquitoes in the area and the potential for any of the illnesses to be spread in the area.  Gabrielle Soskoski stated she did not believe our area was in danger of West Nile Virus or Eastern Equine.  She explained the Mosquito Control has the authority to determine where the problems are and have the equipment to dig where the streams are; however, permits are the problem due to the length of time it takes to get approvals.  She stated there has been no mosquito control in the Herring River area since the 1980’s and drainage is an issue.  The channel and creeks need to be kept open to the fish so they can get up the waterways to eat the larvae.  The equipment is capable of making patterns instead of straight rows of waterways.  Mosquitoes thrive in phragmites and fish can move through, but the phragmites need to be controlled.  


Coliform Bacteria

· Fecal Coliform, Shellfishing, and Tidal Restoration in the Herring River

· Bacteria Sources

· Factors extending coliform survival in the environment

· Coliform and salinity through tidal cycles

· Microbiological water quality and tide restoration

· Herring River freshwater discharge vs intertidal volumes for existing conditions and restoration alternatives

· Effects of restoring tidal exchange on River fecal coliform.

John Portnoy stated the area would start restoring with each incremental flush of salt water.  Diane Murphy suggested doing a timeline with monitoring.  George Heufelder stated there could be a “burp” in the area where plants may die each time there is an incremental opening of the dike.  Stephen Spear recommended making a list of the advantages of a slow incremental opening versus opening the dike at one time.  There is concern regarding the shell fishing industry and the effects the opening of the dike will have on them.

Dr. Stephen Smith of the National Seashore gave a presentation on Vegetation:

· History and future of the vegetation landscape of Herring River

· Restricted freshwater and salt marshes

· Responses to a “mini” restoration

· Phragmites

· Statistical analysis of vegetation communities from 2004 to 2005

· Examples of plant life above dike

· Impacts on rare species

· Management of dying and dead woody vegetation

· Sea Seed Dispersal

· Grasses

Discussion took place regarding the removal of dead wood, the potential damage to the wetlands utilizing machinery, and the cost to do the work.

Evan Gwilliam of the National Seashore, made a presentation on Nekton (free-swimming fishes and decapod crustaceans)

· Identification of Nekton in the Herring River

· Monitoring the population of Nekton

· Examples of impacts on Herring River (current)

· Examples of impact on Herring River as restoration progresses

The committee discussed having a meeting with the stakeholders.  John Portnoy will provide a handout to each committee entitled “29 frequently asked questions”.  

Chair Peabody requested the committee give their recommendation for the restoration level:


Andy Koch – 6 feet at increments


Carl Breivogel – have widest proposed width with incremental restoration to provide for 
    herring and integrating properties


John Riehl – remove dike all together and make a bridge


  (made a suggestion a list be made to identify impact for each level of opening)


Hillary Greenberg – would like to see the River go back to original state, but has 
concern regarding septic systems in the area. (full restoration to 10 feet)


Gordon Peabody – prefers incremental opening to monitor and control (6 feet)


John Portnoy – prefers incremental 6 to 10 feet


Stephen Spear – Full flood plain with incremental opening


Diane Murphy – Incremental restoration to accommodate a full restoration while 
    
    keeping  private property owners interest in mind


Joel Fox – build for full restoration with increments


Jack Whalen – Full restoration


Tim Smith – 6 feet or greater – feels grant money is available

A joint meeting with the stake holders will be held on December 12, 2005.

Joel Fox moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:15 pm; seconded by Hillary Greenberg, passed 8-0.

Respectfully submitted

Christine Bates, Committee Secretary

