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Herring River Restoration Project

Technical Committee

Meeting Minutes 10/12/05

Attendees:
John Portnoy, Tim Smith, Stephen Spear, Truman Henson, Hillary 


Greenberg, Robert Hubby, Joel Fox, Andy Koch, Diane Murphy, Jack 

Whalen, Carl Breivogel, Gordon Peabody

Regrets:
Abby Franklin, John Riehl, George Heufelder, Ralph Kunkel

Wellfleet Agent Hillary Greenberg opened the meeting at 2:30 pm.  Attendees introduced themselves.  Agent Greenberg advised attendees to pick up the literature available and provided a reference sheet listing topics and an assigned number for each article.   She read the charge of the Technical Committee.  It was determined there would be a core voting group.  Other technical members not in the core group will be providing information and support.  

The core voting group will consist of:


John Portnoy


Tim Smith


Abby Franklin


John Riehl


Hillary Greenberg

Robert Hubby


Joel Fox


Andy Koch


Jack Whalen


Carl Breivogel


Gordon Peabody

All voting members will be sworn in by the Town Clerk.  

Future meetings will be held the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month, starting at 

1:30 pm at the COA.  Draft meeting minutes will be distributed to the committee prior to the meetings.  Approved minutes will be posted on a website

It was decided the committee would cover a minimum of two topics per week (based on the literature).  The committee set a goal of two months to cover all topics.  Presentations will be made to the stakeholders committee and the community at various times.  Portnoy feels the committee will be ready to make a presentation to the Board of Selectmen after two months.

John Portnoy will make the first presentation to the committee.  It was recommended each member read the following material:  water quality (17); Sedimentation (5);  ground water (8); tide heights (22 and 23); and visit the park website to read “modeling a new wide culvert on the Herring River Restoration”.  

Gordon Peabody stated it is important for all members to understand the MOU and the role the committee has.  He stated the group needs to maintain a focus on going forward and having the intent be there for defining the integrity of the committee.  Agent Greenberg, Andy Koch and John Portnoy stated they would be available to meet with people for clarification on any on specific topics if any further explanations need to be done.   

Helen Miranda Wilson suggested contacting the local newspapers (The Voice, Cape Codder, and Banner) with meeting notices and potential articles.  

Peabody asked each person at the table to introduce themselves again and define their role in the committee:

· Stephen Spear – some expertise in restoration and engineering, and has access to specialists.

· Robert Hubby – Chair of the Open Space Committee, can crunch and resolve issues in documents

· John Portnoy – Wetland Restoration expert, National Seashore

· Tim Smith – works with towns and landowners on salt marsh restoration projects.  Explores funding opportunities for towns, has a group of consultants available to obtain data 

· Joel Fox – shell fisherman

·  Hillary Greenberg – Health Agent, Conservation Agent, knowledgeable on sanitation and permitting processes

· Truman Henson – Has work with 23 communities in the coastal flood areas, knowledgeable on wetland restoration, and educating the public.

· Gordon Peabody – Marine ecology, worked on salt marsh restoration, knowledgeable on revegetation and restoring habitat in wetlands, and has a commitment to education

· Andrew Koch – Wellfleet Shellfish Constable, provides a link between the shellfish community and can bring their concerns to the committee

· Diane Murphy – background working in habitat restoration, data collection on  wildlife, shellfish restoration

· Carl Breivolgel – Wellfleet Herring Warden, wants to provide a healthy environment for the herring population

· Jack Whalen – member of Chequessett Yacht and Country Club

John Portnoy and Tim Smith will provide maps for the committee.

The core committee was sworn in to office by Town Clerk, Dawn Rickman.   John Portnoy moved to nominate Gordon Peabody as Chair; seconded by Joel Fox; passed 9--0.  Jack Whalen moved to nominate Robert Hubby as Vice Chair; seconded by Hillary Greenberg; passed 8-1 (with Hubby abstaining).  

Peabody suggested the agenda for the next meeting consist of the following:

1. Meeting Minutes

2. Public Comments

3. Open Meeting Law / Conflict of Interest

4. John Portnoy’s presentation

The Stakeholders meetings are scheduled for 10:00 on October 24, November 7, and November 21 at the COA.  

Discussion took place regarding a quorum.  Joel Fox moved that 6 members would constitute a quorum, seconded by Hillary Greenberg; passed 8-0.  

Peabody stated the committee has to develop a menu on all the issues that need to be addressed.  

Helen Miranda Wilson volunteered to inform the Board of Selectmen that the committee has 11 voting members, which includes John Portnoy and Tim Smith.

Gordon Peabody moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:40 pm; seconded by Joel Fox; passed 9-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Bates

Committee Secretary

