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Present:   Virzi, Wright, Meliones, Gayshan, McShea, Ouellette and member of BoPW 

 

Virzi called meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

Virzi gave overview of the purpose of the forum, discussion and ideas on the Field Use Master Plan Study 

that we recently completed. 

 

Nathan Collins from Gale Associates presented the Field Use Master Plan Study to those in attendance. 

Talked about how he developed the data, recommendations, overuse of fields, maintenance and 

suggestions for future field development or redevelopment. 

 

Mark Santangelo wanted to know if we had eliminated Greenways altogether?  Collins commented on the 

extensive grading that would need to happen, it’s near inaccessibility and the high cost to construct that 

field as reasons why we felt it was too high to pursue field development in that area. 

 

Tom Sciacca – gave three handouts 1.  Turf field injures kids.  2.  Thermal issues on field.  3.  

Carcinogens on the fields.  Plus environmental issues.  Felt that if town followed optimum management 

practices that we would be producing better fields.  High School tennis is within a zone 1 of the wells.  

Should not repair tennis courts there.  Expressed concerns over Gale Associates and turf fields. 

 

Mike Pattison – Questions about the turf field usage…are we making revenue, how much does this use 

take from our other fields.  McShea tried to quantify usage and talked about the turf field replacement 

fund that we currently have set up.   

 

Gerry Levin – works with DPW and Parks and Recreation for many years as a user of Cochituate Fields 

9-12 during the week from April 1 – December.  Is a member of  EMASS  softball a 501c3 that has 350 

members, 10-15% from Wayland.  Looking to offer financial assistance if Loker is available for fields 

need 275’ outfields for softball.  Could potentially assist substantially in the cost of the field development.  

Have 4-5 leagues and growing at a rate of 15% per year.   

 

Joe Nolan – tools to make own analysis.  With such a substantial grade change needed at Loker how did 

you come to the $975,000 figure?  Collins based on GIS schematic grading levels, can balance with fill on 

site. 

 

Linda Segal – feels this plan at Loker fits in better with the overall residential neighborhood. 

 

McShea mentioned that there will be a Public Forum on Loker and the potential development of that site 

on Tuesday December 7th at 7pm. 

 

Rick Maglian – Do we have an overview of Loker site showing the recreation parcel versus the 

conservation parcel? 

 

Sherry Cohen – Lives near Loker site – walking trails bicycle trails and nature area to be included in site.  

Wants these items included in the plan. 
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Alice Folter – press boxes, lights, is this the standard practice?  Collins – lights at Alpine Field would be 

new, at the high school it would replace what is already existing. 

 

Debbie Portyrata – Would there still be a wood buffer near the middle school?  What about skate parks? 

 

Mike Lindeman – DPW why two fields at the middle school grass and not synthetic?  Collins, synthetic 

have a larger impact and a higher cost associated with the construction. 

 

More general discussion. 

 

Joe Nolan – Perhaps we need to revisit the Greenways municipal site and look at what might be able to be 

done there. 

 

Don Ouellette – DPW Director – doing 95% of what is in the study relative to the field maintenance.  If 

adding fields will need to add manpower.  Budget is coming up soon, how to determine what to put in for 

this cycle.  Advised to put in place holder article at this time, can always withdraw after deadline if need 

be. 

 

Meeting adjourned about 8:30pm 
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