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Present:    Thomason, Meliones, Virzi, Wright, McShea (McShea left 8:50) 

 

Meliones opened the meeting at 7:04 PM. 

 

Wright motion to accept minutes from March 1 and March 22, bills and payroll. Second Thomason.  Vote 

unanimous in favor. 

 

Discussion on appointing Meliones to CPC committee retroactive to July 1, 2009.  Virzi motion to 

appoint Anna Meliones to CPC retroactive to July 1, 2009.  Second Thomason.  Vote unanimous in favor. 

 

Steve Goldstein Rte. 30 Recreation.  Updated commission with handout entitled Recreation Commission 

Meeting – 4/13/10.  Article 27 – Transfer and Lease of Recreation Portion of The Loker Conservation and 

Recreation Area. 

Proposed Discussion topics 

1.  Update since last meeting. 

a.  Submitted amended article (exhibit 1) 

b. Clarified what article is and isn’t 

Section a transfer control of land, section b addressing leasing of land, section c 

addresses the lease back of the land. 

c.  Clarified what follow passage of the article 

Virzi what we are really voting on is the ability to proceed and allow them to get the 

RFP’s in hand for what can be done there.  This will not go back to town meeting for 

any other vote. 

d. Met with other boards, department heads 

Including 3x with Fin. Com. , Land Use Committee, CPC, DPW, BOH, Directors ect. 

e.  Held neighborhood meetings 

6 meetings invited over 500 households had a total of @ 75 people attend over the 6 

meetings. 

f.  Why people support article. 

People support it for a variety of reasons.  It addresses the need for more recreation 

space, the need for more fields, senior recreation space, ice rink time.  Provides a 

center for programs that money goes out of town currently for.  Asset for the 

neighborhood and the community.  Close place for seniors to go to.  Return on the 

1.7 million dollar investment the town put into getting the site.  Financial benefit as it 

is a first rate recreation facility without the added expense to the town.  Approved by 

WAYS, Youth lacrosse, Youth Hockey Association and WBSA. 

g.  Why people oppose the article. 

Some prefer no development at all on this site.  Traffic impact on Rice Rd., Rte. 30 

and Thompson Road.  Though this would potentially fix the road issues by pushing 

the envelope on this.  Some people want to vote on specifics instead of a conceptual 

plan.  Article does not address this.  Lack of or a difference of understanding of the 

suitability of the site. 

2.  Address outstanding questions and concerns (exhibits 2-7).  Large packet handed out to the 

commission, scanned into this document at the end. 

3. Vote on the article 
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Meliones asked about the email from 3/24 and has anything in the wording changed from that 

email in regards to the wording of the article.  No changes.  Wright requested that  McShea check 

with Town Counsel on the wording of section a, b, and c in the warrant for the article.  What each 

means? 

Meliones said that back in 2003 the WBSA voted to play t-ball on this site.  In 2003 the WBSA 

board did not finish the t-ball season on the site because too many parents were afraid of the site 

and did not wish to play there anymore. 

Meliones said that she watched the BOS meeting the previous evening and said that Michael 

Tichnor brought up at the BOS that maybe we should do an environmental study of the property.  

And that currently we have a feasibility study going on for the Field Use Master Plan and results 

are expected to come out in July.  Wright questioned whether we could find additional money to 

have Gale Associates research more of the DOW site. 

 

Goldstein said that the site is safe and clean and it has been looked at under all use scenarios. 

Commission decided to vote after public comment 

 

Stu Gray EMASS softball, presented a field development in a conceptual proposal.  This is a first 

step in a long journey, he is the commissioner of EMASS softball league and explained that 

Wayland is the core place to play with the league having over 350 participants.  They have been 

to complexes all over the country but no where in this area do we  have any larger complexes.  

Would like to build own complex here in Wayland, perhaps on the Greenways site.  Would like 

to see 4 fields around a central core building with lavatories, snackbar, press box.  This would be 

a softball facility for old and young people.  Anna commented that this site is on the Field Use 

Master Plan study schedule.  Gray proposes that their league of 350 would put some time and 

money into design and development of this facility.  They have the energy and time to make this 

happen.  Wright wanted to know their time frame.  Gray responded within the next three years. 

Virzi encouraged group to pursue this issue as we tend to focus on the youth in town and he is 

happy to see a focus on the seniors.  The Field Use Master Plan will make recommendations on 

what should be on this site.  Virzi would be interested to know how much use would be from a 

regional perspective and versus a town perspective.  Gray commented that they would be looking 

to host some substantial softball tournaments here and would be able to give back to the town.  

Wright commented that he thought this was a great idea, the fact that they are looking to fund it 

would be great for the town.  Field use study may show need for some other types of fields,  and 

we would need to determine time allocations.  Also determine usable times for other groups.  

Suggested that EMASS talk to other leagues in town.  Come back to the commission in 

September once the commission has had the opportunity to review the findings in the field use 

master plan study due out in July. 

 

Public Comment – 

Mark Lucier 2 Rice Spring Lane – President of Wayland Youth Lacrosse Program.  We are 

constantly looking for place to practice.  Our board voted to support concept of a recreation 

facility on the Loker Site.  Also we voted unanimously to support the article as written.  This is 

the 1st step toward allowing the project to move forward.  We feel it fits into the context of the 

community and would be appropriate.  Would help community and give kids an opportunity to do 

things. 



Wayland Recreation Department 

Minutes 

April 13, 2010 

 Recreation Meeting 

 

 

 
 

3 

Public Comment continued… 

Tom Maglione 29 Rice Road.  I ask the commission to vote against having a commercial facility 

on town property.  I have asked for financial plans, unsuccessfully. There was a proposal before 

to do this and that was voted down.  Lose track that method 3 assessment was low non-intensive 

usage and was intended to be passive recreation.  Continuing the deed restrictions on this site.  No 

residential housing is allowed to be built there.  Intense usage for neighborhood site.  Needs more 

time to look at this.  Do field use plan and see what comes from that. 

Reed Newton 9 Goodman Lane – support the article from both a soccer perspective and for the 

neighborhood.  See no problem with having this in the neighborhood. 

Betsy Brigham 78 Rice Rd. – Not opposed to hockey rink, however there are lots of questions not 

answered, no public form, worry that public will not have a say, concerned about traffic, access 

point off Rice Rd.   Concerned over private use of public land, hours of operation, any noise or 

lights.  Would like to see field use study come back first to see what needs are, wait to get 

information. 

Dave Poulin 42 Decatur Lane – This land may be used for active/ passive or both types of 

recreation.  The fact that this is a for profit versus a non-profit has no bearing on the proposed use 

of the facility.  On Method 3 study an AUL to restrict future residential use is not required for 

site. 

Mickey Hand 38 Rice Rd.  Risk assessment Phase II breaks everything down about Dow and 

their field.  Everything in there is a medium risk – where stuff is in Dow.  Susan Cook (Fry) BOH 

chairman at the time sat through all the meetings with Dow.  Worked for Millipore for years.  Sat 

down at negotiations.  Document from her questions she wants rec. com. to answer.  Must redo 

entire process if start changing the intended use.  Was intended for trail small field recreation.  

You are changing the rules. 

Peter Kipp 40 Rice Rd. – Concerned about traffic, noise, trips up and down Rice Rd.  Not fully 

flushed out, researched or determined.   Financials – is it economically viable.  Risk – uncertainty 

moving too fast.  Kids love recreation programs, certainly support more fields, needs due 

diligence. 

Carol Plum  Old Rock Rd. – Lots of construction going on near our neighborhood, stop trying to 

put it all in Cochituate.  Did not get enough information- would like more information before 

more construction. 

Mark Santangelo 15 Oak St. – RFP process concerns me, who crafts?  Who signs? Is Recreation 

Commission going to put details in RFP? Is BOS going to trump Recreation Commission on 

details?  Hours of operation, number of parking spaces, field who pays, who maintains it?  Is it 

being used 7 days a week?  Disappointed that there is no draft RFP for this site.  Went from a 

community use and pay to taking over entire space and not free to the public.  Not a public 

community asset.  Who writes the RFP?  What happens when BOS doesn’t like ideas? 

Paul Nicholas 72 West Plain St. – Wayland Hockey Association – Board fully supports article 27  

to allow the start of the RFP process that would best protect the town.  Boards do their due 

diligence.  Phase II was done prior to remediation on property being completed.  Fin. Com. has 

financial plan and voted 5-1 that the plan is financially viable. 

 

Commission Discussion on vote: 

Thomason respects the environmental concerns.  What happened 10 years ago may not be how 

site is now.  Are there comparable facilities in other towns?  Public land to private for profit 
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facility is concerning.  Ice rink piece is turning into a regional benefit.  Would like to see a 

consultants report on the feasibility study, maybe wait until next town meeting.   

Wright – essentially in favor of concept.  Still have some concerns. Some will get resolved during 

the permitting process.  Some issues still need to be flushed out.  Not looking for final RFP or 

design.  Concern of field study, we would be preempting that report.  Would love to appropriate 

funds to look at this concept as part of Gale Associates field use master plan study.  Health 

concerns – can’t sort out in short period of time.  BOS considering getting an expert to review 

existing documentation to review environmental legal status on the property.  Issues need to be 

vetted and put to bed before town meeting. 

Virzi – Study in the works, we know the study will say we are woofully underfielded.  May find 

another use for Dow property.  But fiscal reality is that we will not have plan to fund fields.  

Public/private partnership for the pool, we worked hard to make sure town interest was protected.  

No way to do it without public/private partnership.  To be clear a vote of yes nothing happens 

except allowing group to put together an RFP and get other boards involved.  Get BOS input, 

Recreation Commission input and other boards to craft plan. 

Meliones – who is writing RFP? 

Wright – Difference between pool and this is that Rte. 30 Rec. is not going to fund RFP.  Input 

with other groups.  There have been several valid concerns raised that moving forward they all 

will need to be addressed.  Can’t see putting the brakes on it at this point. 

Thomason- felt we had so much more to go on with the pool. 

Virzi – all youth groups are in support, fin. com. voted in support. 

Meliones – suggest deferring vote until after field study plan in July.  In favor of conceptual plan.  

In meantime hold a public forum and other people can weigh in on the issues.  Needs public 

vetting, environmental review and the disruption of the land.  Though support the concept defer 

vote until Fall Town Meeting. 

Joe Nolan – Should be a matter of fact not interpretation on the health issues. 

Meliones – defer vote. 

Wright- can we make it a conditional vote, with an independent condition?  Asked for support of 

this idea, review of safety of site. 

8:50 pm, McShea leaves meeting’ 
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Additional minutes, taken by Anna Meliones. 

 

 

Virzi motioned to support article 27 at May town meeting as is.  Second by Wright.  Some 

discussion.  Vote was 2 in favor 2 opposed. 

 

Mickey Hand tried to get his video to work, but it did not.  He gave commission description of 
what was on the video. 

 

Discussion on beach facility.  Betsey Brigham asked commission to consider allowing use of the 

new bathhouse for crew team during the off season of the beach season.  We will discuss further 

with McShea. 

 

9:45 Virzi motion to adjourn.  Second Meliones.  Vote all in favor. 
 

Next meeting Monday, May 3
rd

 at 7:00pm. 
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