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Main Office   Marlborough, MA    

Branch Offices Goodyear, AZ Lakeville, MA Meriden, CT Nashua, NH Portland, ME 

 

To: Jack O’Connell  Date: 12/31/12 

     

From: Elizabeth Mainini  Copies: Amanda Cavaliere, Hayley Franz 

 

Subject: Boston Post Road Site, Wayland, Massachusetts 

 Soil Testing 

 T&H No. 3184 

On Wednesday December 26, 2012, Tata & Howard, Inc. inspected five (5) test pits excavated by the Town of 

Wayland Department of Public Works to determine the suitability of the soils for locating a Title V leaching 

field for the proposed River’s Edge development located at 484-490 Boston Post Road.  Due to several site 

constraints including the location of the firing range, existing stockpiles, pre-existing septage receiving facility 

and 100-foot buffer zone to the boarding vegetated wetlands, the test pits were limited to the accessible portions 

of the site, and are shown on the attached figure.  Three of the test pits were located in areas of hard-packed fill 

and two located in grassy areas.   

In each of the three test pits located in the hard-packed fill, Test Pit Nos. 1-3, there was approximately three and 

a half to four feet of fill material over naturally occurring material. No A-layer was seen at any of these test pits. 

However Test Pit Nos. 1 and 3 had six to ten inches of a sandy loam B-layer.   

Test Pits No. 4 and 5 were located in grassy areas adjacent to the access road to the septage receiving facility.  

Test Pit No. 4 included a fine sandy loam A-layer and small but distinguishable B-layer of Loamy Sand.  Test 

Pit 5 had similar top soil and sub soil layers over a gravelly material consistent with the material found at the C-

layer throughout the site.  However, at approximately four feet below grade there are dark, loamy layers that 

appeared to be remnants of the original A and B layers.  It is probable that when the tanks and building at the 

westerly side of the site were excavated, the material was placed as fill in this area.  If a leaching field were to 

be located in this area, careful attention should be paid to excavate all of the fill material and get below the old 

top and sub soil layers.   

The C-layer in all five pits consisted of course sand and gravel with a varying percentage of cobbles.  In all 

cases, the material would be classified as Well Draining Class A soils, considered well suited for a Title V 

leaching field.  Each test pit was excavated to approximately ten feet below grade with no sign of high 

groundwater.  Given the characteristics of the soil found and the elevation of the wetlands adjacent to the site, 

approximately 128 feet, it is likely that groundwater is not far below the elevation exposed during excavation of 

the test pits.       

Based on the results of the soil exploration conducted, the entire site appears to have Class A soils with 

groundwater a minimum of 10 feet below the existing grade throughout the site. 

  

Signature: Elizabeth Mainini 
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