Public Hearing

August 22, 2015
Board of Selectmen

Town of Washington

Public in attendance: Philip Calciaro, Brenda Calciaro, Mike Otterson, Robert Wright, James Crandall, Edward Thayer, Bill Shannon, Lynn Hendrickson, Jean Kluk, Michael Kluk, Joanne Mellady, Howard Nelson, Carol Anow, Steve Anow, George Chicoine, Roger Chicoine, Mike Jubert, Norman Bessett, Linda Halverson, Donna O’malley, Dennis O’Malley, Peter martin, Ken Eastman, Paul Dulac.
Marshall called the Public Hearing to order at 9:00AM
Marshall welcomed everyone advised that the meeting was to discuss the proposed ordinance for Operation of Off Highway Utility Vehicles (UTV) not All Terrain Vehicles (ATV). To be used on the town’s class V and VI roads. 

Thayer explained the UTV state law currently in effect is only for use as a business or agricultural which one would have to apply for a commercial license plate. The new town ordinance would be for the use of the UTV’s on all class V and VI public highways with a posted speed limit of 35 miles per hour or less. The UTV would be registered with an OHRV sticker; no plate required and must be a license driver. 
Crandall addressed the State fought to make the UTVs illegal. Thayer addressed the Fish & Game had not been involved previously with the tractor plates and they had an issue because they were not getting any revenue, now that one could register with an OHRV sticker the Fish & Game know gets a piece of  the revenue. Crandell’s other concern was the noise factor; Thayer explained it louder inside the UTV than it is on the outside of the recreational vehicle.
 Jean Kluk asked is there any state law enforcement or state law? Thayer addressed yes the UTV would only be allowed on class V and VI roads only.

Chief Marshall was asked how many are currently registered in the town he was unaware he would have to check with the Town Clerk.  

Resident suggested a sunset clause after three years then re visit to see how it was working for the town. Marshall explained that at this time we had not thought of a clause but the Selectmen are open for review and consideration. Residents opposed to the clause feeling it is then automatically one is saying it will not work if you put in a sunset clause. 
The question was asked if the town decides to place a sunset clause would the Town have to have another Public Hearing. Marshall, yes we would need to hold another hearing if not decided today or we would have to take it to a Town Meeting. 

Residents located on Millen Pond Road and surrounding area with concerns with noise factor and speed. Could there be restrictions such as speed bumps certain hours of the day, along with certain parts of a road one could not go on. Chief Marshall replied yes and you would be responsible for the signs etc. 
Mike Jubert addressed that he placed the ATV ordinance in town on Valley Road and he expressed that one should be careful on setting to many restrictions, because that may affect you some day. Mike also explained that self policing goes a long way and elaborated on how the police rarely receive calls regarding an ATV issue on Valley Road. 
Chief Marshall explained that in Berlin they are allowed on all class roads and they actually get pulled over for going to slow with being the state law is 40. They are treated as motor vehicles in traffic. Tom Marshall also stated that the town may override the RSA as long as it subsequently with a stricter enforcement which we have implemented. 
Jean Kluk suggested that Section V: Prohibition (A) changes some of the wording to clarify the RSA laws in this paragraph. Williams to look into. 
Marshall closing the meeting explained that they will review all concerns that were addressed at the hearing on Thursday and to vote on the ordinance at the 7:00 Selectmen Meeting. Residents are more than welcome to come in on Thursday to address any further questions one may have prior to the vote.  

Marshall adjourned the meeting at 10:00AM

