MINUTES OF MEETING OF WAREHAM FINANCE COMMITTEE
Date of Meeting:  October 15, 2009

Date of Transcription:  October 16, 2009

Transcribed by:  Kelly Barrasso (Per notes of Mr. Cheever)

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 P.M. at the Brown VFW Post in Onset.

II. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Members Present:
Dick Paulsen, Chairman




Donna Bronk, Vice Chairman




Dan Cheever, Clerk




Dominic Cammarano




Bonnie Cottuli




Marilyn Donahue




David Trudell




William R.C. White

Member Absent:
Sean Carmody

Also Present:

Jane Donahue, BOS Liaison




Brenda Eckstrom, BOS




Bruce Sauvageau, BOS Liaison




Approx. 20 members of the public or other Town boards

III. ONSET PROTECTIVE LEAGUE HOST TO THE REVIEW THE 2009 FALL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

Mr. Paulsen opened the meeting by thanking the Onset Protective League for sponsoring this evening.

Mr. Paulsen welcomed everyone, explained the purpose of the meeting was to review the Warrant for Town Meeting, and he explained how the FinCom votes were recorded in the Warrant.  He drew attention to the fact that a recorded vote of “Favorable Action 3-5-0” actually meant the Fincom had defeated a motion for Favorable Action on that particular article and pledged that next year, the FinCom would follow a more clear format.

Mr. Paulsen made several comments re:  timely financial issues for the Town.  He discussed the likely shortfall in funding the Health Insurance Trust Fund for employees, he explained the origins and the timetable of its shortfall discovery, and the range of numbers from $600,000 to $1.8 million estimated fro the Town’s liability.  He explained why he is leaning towards a smaller number as the Town’s likely obligation, but noted they would have to wait until the audit is completed.  

Mr. Paulsen reviewed his letter to the Town voters located at the beginning of the Warrant, drawing particular attention to pension costs and the high cost of defined benefit plans for public employees.

Mr. Paulsen then reviewed each of the Warrant articles & commented on each article and explained the FinCom’s majority and minority opinions on each.  He offered FinCom members the opportunity to comment as well.  Several FinCom members did comment at various times.  Members of the audience asked questions occasionally as well.

Particular attention was given to Article 2 – Westfield Project, Article 9 – CPC – Habitat for Humanity, & Article 22 – Special Permit for Large Tracts.  There were no motions made nor votes taken during this discussion.

IV. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
A motion was made & seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:11 P.M.

VOTE:  Unanimous (8-0-0)

Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________

Kelly Barrasso, Typist

Date signed:  __________________

Attest:   _________________________________


 Dan Cheever, Clerk
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Date filed:  ____________________
Date copy sent to Town Clerk:  _________________________
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