
TOWN OF WAREHAM

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

54 MARION ROAD

WAREHAM, MA  02571

CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Date of Meeting:  Wednesday, July 2, 2008

Members Present:
Doug Westgate, Chairman




John Connolly




Louis Caron

            Manuel Barros 
Debbie Paiva
Ken Baptiste (Arrived at 7:20 P.M.)

Donald Rogers, Associate Member

Mark Carboni, Associate Member




David Pichette, Conservation Agent

Members Absent:
Michael Ponte

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 P.M.

II. PRELIMINARY BUSINESS

(NONE)

NOTE:
The meeting proceeded w/ item IV.  Continued Public Hearings.

A. NOI – Theodore Drummond

D. Pichette stated this application is for the construction of a fresh water dock.  The applicant has not yet received a DEP file number.  He recommended continuing the hearing to July 16, 2008.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to continue the public hearing for Theodore Drummond to July 16, 2008.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)

B. NOI – Galen Locke, c/o Charles L. Rowley & Associates – SE76-2021

No-one was present to represent the application.

D.Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 8 Barnacle Rd. (Pinehurst).  The project involves repairs to an existing seawall w/in a coastal beach area & w/in a coastal flood zone.  The project is to protect the footing of the wall.  It is proposed to drive vinyl sheet piles in front of the existing wall for the length of the wall which is approx. 40 ft.   The sheet piles will be placed as close to the wall as possible then backfilled w/ concrete.  This hearing had been continued because comments had not been received from Natural Heritage.  Comments have been received & there are no issues.  A DEP file number has been assigned.  He recommended the issuance of an Order of Conditions w/ standard conditions.
Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to close the public hearing for Galen Locke.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to grant an Order of Conditions for Galen Locke w/ standard stipulations & any added stipulations of the Agent.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)

C. NOI – Brian Hupp, c/o Fat Island Trust, c/o J.C. Engineering, Inc. – SE76-2028

Present before the Commission:
Michael Pimental, J.C. Engineering, Inc.
D.Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 170 County Rd. w/ access to site off Blackmore Pond Rd.  The project involves the construction of a single family dwelling w/ associated structures in the buffer zone to bordering vegetative wetland.  Site work has already commenced which involved tree cutting & placement of fill.  The wetland boundaries were reviewed & there were some areas that were wetlands, but not depicted on the plan.  A revised plan was requested which has been submitted this evening showing additional wetland areas.  There were a number of old bog ditches.  Much of this property appears to have been historic cranberry bog at one point.  He asked that these ditches also be depicted on the revised plan which they are.  A 24x65 ft. dwelling is proposed w/ a 30x48 ft. detached garage & a 20x44 ft. in-ground pool.  The garage would be approx. 41 ft. to the edge of the wetland.  There are significant grade changes proposed along the front of the house & septic system area.  There is a six ft. grade change proposed at its highest point.  A DEP file number has been assigned & comments from Natural Heritage were just submitted.  Natural Heritage has no issues.  Work has commenced at the site, which he feels is a violation.  This prompted the NOI to be submitted.  With the changes shown on the revised plan, it is up to the Commission to approve changes or re-visit the site.  Brief discussion ensued re:  location of the property.
Discussion ensued re:  what work has been done already & the past violation.  

NOTE:
K. Baptiste arrived at this time.

D. Pichette suggested the Commission members may want to go out & re-visit the property since the revised plan has been submitted & the new features are now being shown.  Commission members concurred to make a site visit & continue this hearing.

MOTION:
K. Baptiste moved to continue the public hearing for Brian Hupp to July 16, 2008.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. ANRAD – The Gatehouse Group, Inc., c/o LEC Environmental Consultants, Inc. – SE76-2034

The public hearing notice was read into the record.

Present before the Commission:
Mark Manganello, LEC Environmental Consult.

Mr. Manganello submitted the green abutters cards.  

D.Pichette explained this is an ANRAD application for the Commission to review wetland delineations that have been depicted on this site.  The site is approx. 14 acres.  Bordering vegetated wetland has been flagged w/ flags numbered 1-86.  There is also an isolated wetland that has been shown w/ flag numbers 87-98.  In review of the wetland lines, he agreed w/ the majority of the flags w/ two changes requested.  These two changes are reflected on the revised plan submitted.  He concurs w/ the wetland boundaries as depicted on the revised plan & recommends approval of the wetland delineations as shown.  A DEP file number has been assigned.
Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
M. Barros moved to close the public hearing for The Gatehouse Group, Inc.  K. Baptiste seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

MOTION:
M. Barros moved to approve the resource area delineation for The Gatehouse Group, Inc.  K. Baptiste seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

B. Amended OOC – Dianne M. Swart, c/o J.C. Engineering, Inc. – SE76-1666

The public hearing notice was read into the record.

Present before the Commission:
Michael Pimental, J.C. Engineering, Inc.

D.Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 68 Old Glen Charlie Rd.  The application is to request an amendment to the Order of Conditions to allow a revised plan to include an addition to the previously approved project.  This is the second request to amend the OOC as the Commission had granted an amendment at the end of last summer to allow a separate addition project on the other side of the house.  The current request proposes a 14x16 ft. addition & an 18x25 ft. deck to be constructed on the west end of the dwelling.  The closest corner of the deck would be approx. 42 ft. to the edge of the wetland which is Agawam Mill Pond.  He asked about proposed grade changes.  Mr. Pimental stated it will remain as is.  D. Pichette stated haybales are proposed to be established along the 30 ft. no activity zone.  The last amended OOC had a condition that required an existing shed constructed on site w/in the 30 ft. no activity zone to be removed from the area.  He asked if this has been done.  Mr. Pimental stated it is as is.  D. Westgate stated it hasn’t been done.  He will not entertain this request until it is done.  Brief discussion ensued.  D. Westgate also noted that the shed was to have been moved to where the current request is being proposed.  Brief discussion continued re:  how to proceed.
Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
K. Baptiste moved to continue the public hearing for Dianne M. Swart to July 16, 2008.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)
C. NOI – Mary A. Baughns, c/o J.C. Engineering, Inc. – SE76-2024

The public hearing notice was read into the record.

Present before the Commission:
Michael Pimental, J.C. Engineering, Inc.

D.Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 20 Old Glen Charlie Rd.  The project involves the construction of an addition to an existing dwelling in the buffer zone to Agawam Mill Pond.  The project is the same as a project the Commission had a few meetings ago & an Order of Conditions was given, but after the fact, the engineer had notified the incorrect set of abutters.  Basically, this hearing has been re-advertised to notify the correct abutters.  The Commission has already given its approval of this application.

Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to close the public hearing for Mary A. Baughns.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to grant the same Order of Conditions as issued previously to Mary A. Baughns.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)
D. NOI – Yachats Realty Corporation, c/o G.A.F. Engineering, Inc. – SE76-2032

The public hearing notice was read into the record.

D.Pichette stated the applicant’s representative dropped off the green abutters cards earlier today because he would not be present this evening.  This project is a project the Commission approved previously & the OOC had expired before the project commenced.  Thus, the applicant is re-applying for the same exact project.  The plans have not changed from the original plan.  The applicant is seeking to get the project re-approved so there is a valid OOC.  The clearing of the site has commenced & haybales have been put out.  No construction has started.  The project involves the construction of a single family dwelling in the buffer zone to bordering vegetated wetland & also w/in a coastal flood zone.  A 28x50 ft. dwelling w/ attached 24x26 ft. garage is proposed approx. 58 ft. from the edge of the wetland.  The proposed limit of work is a minimum of 30 ft. from edge of wetland.  There is significant filling proposed.  A new DEP file number has been assigned.  He recommended issuance of the OOC w/ the same conditions as issued previously.

Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to close the public hearing for Yachats Realty Corporation.  K. Baptiste seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to grant an Order of Conditions for Yachats Realty Corporation w/ normal stipulations & any added stipulations of the Agent.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

E. NOI – Michael Martin, Wareham Fire District, c/o SEA Consultants, Inc. – SE76-2033

The public hearing notice was read into the record.

K. Baptiste noted that he will be abstaining from this hearing.

Present before the Commission:
Michael Martin, Water Dept. Superintendent






Kristen Ryan, SEA Consultants
D.Pichette described the project.  The project site is located at Lot 1005B off Agawam Rd. (Maple Park).  The project involves the installation of a municipal water supply well in the buffer zone to bordering vegetated wetland that exists around an existing fresh water pond.  The site is also w/in the estimated habitat of rare & endangered species.  An 8-inch municipal water supply well is to be installed in the same location as an existing 8-inch well installed years ago, but never utilized.  This is approx. 5 ft. from edge of wetland.  The purpose of the well is to supply an additional well source for municipal water supply.  Once installed, the well would need to be pump tested for approx. five days.  At the on-site meeting, the volume of runoff water being pumped out of the well was discussed as well as this causing erosion to go into the pond.  De-watering was discussed to prevent this.  Haybales are proposed between the work & resource area.  Also proposed is to trench & connect the well to a proposed pump house.  The pump house & parking area would be outside the buffer zone to the bordering vegetative wetland.  A DEP file number has been assigned.  Comments from Natural Heritage have not been received, thus, he recommends a continuance of this hearing.  

D.Rogers asked if there is an existing well there & if there is, why can’t they utilize the existing one.  D. Pichette stated there is an existing well there, but it is very old & not useable.  Mr. Martin stated the existing well has never been fully developed nor permitted by DEP.  He discussed the larger casing that will be put in place of the old one.  Ms. Ryan explained the stages/phases this project will go through & reasons why the new casing has to go into the old spot.
Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to continue the public hearing for  Michael Martin, Wareham Fire District to July 16, 2008.  L. Caron seconded.
VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)
IV. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. NOI - Theodore Drummond (DONE)
B. NOI – Galen Locke, c/o Charles L. Rowley & Associates – SE76-2021 (DONE)
C. NOI – Brian Hupp, c/o Fat Island Trust, c/o J.C. Engineering, Inc. – SE76-2028 (DONE)
D. NOI – Tim Purinton, c/o MA Riverways Program, Dept. of Fish & Game – SE76-2031

Present before the Commission:
Mike Labossiere






Ryan ________________

D.Pichette described the project.  The property is at the Lyman Reserve off Red Brook Rd.  The project involves the restoration of the stream channel of Red Brook by the removal of man-made earth built structures along the length of the stream.  It is proposed to remove at three locations along the brook, existing concrete water control structures & associated fill material placed in conjunction w/ these structures years ago.  The intent is to return the brook channel to its original condition to enhance the brook for cold water fisheries.  The removal of these structures will remove bottle neck areas along the brook’s route.  The work would be up against wetland boundaries & existing earthen dykes will also be removed.  Excavators will remove materials to be loaded into dumps & deposited into burrough pits elsewhere around the site.  At the last meeting, the issue of sedimentation of the stream during construction & removal operations was discussed.  This has to be accounted for.  There was also the issue of the proposed bridge which the Commission wanted further information on.  The applicant has provided a detailed plan for the bridge.  A DEP file number has been assigned.  DEP commented re:  potentially requiring a 401 Water Quality Certificate for the project.  The Div. of Marine Fisheries commented on the project & recommended a time of year restriction from 3/15 – 6/15 w/ no work to be done during this timeframe.  Also, the latest best management practice be utilized to prevent the spread of contaminants which DMF claims have been identified in the brook’s sediments from moving downstream into shellfish beds.  Comments have not been received from Natural Heritage on this application, although the Commission was cc’d from Natural Heritage in their commenting on the environmental notification form submitted for the project.  They are requiring a habitat management plan to protect the listed endangered species, for example, the eastern box turtle.  This plan needs to be submitted & approved by their office.
D.Pichette noted in looking at the plan, the index page submitted was incorrect & he asked for the corrected version of the plan.  Mr. Labossiere submitted this correct version to the Commission.  He briefly noted why the original version was incorrect.

D.Westgate asked how much of a span this project will take up.  Mr. Labossiere stated the area involved will be approx. 1,000 ft.  

D.Pichette noted that additional information being requested by various entities needs to be pulled together.  Mr. Labossiere discussed what Natural Heritage is requesting.  This information was sent last week & he can supply the Commission w/ said information.

D.Westgate expressed concern re:  herring coming back down & this timeframe.  He asked Mr. Labossiere to find out this information.  D.Westgate noted concerns for the eastern box turtle & other species.  Mr. Labossiere stated no other concerns for other species was noted by DMF other than the eastern box turtles.  D. Westgate asked re:  salamanders.  Mr. Labossiere stated this shouldn’t be a concern.

J. Connolly asked if an on-site could be conducted to go over what will be done, for example, de-watering, where material will be blocked off, etc.  He asked if an on-site could be held during the weekend.  Brief discussion ensued.  The Commission & Mr. Labossiere concurred on Saturday at 8:00 A.M.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to continue the public hearing for Tim Purinton, c/o MA Riverways Program to July 16, 2008.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)
E. NOI – Louise Flanders, c/o G.A.F. Engineering, Inc. – SE76-2035

Present before the Commission:


D.Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 15 Manomet St. (Onset). The project proposes a 24x36 ft. garage in the buffer zone to bordering vegetative wetland along an existing pond.  A DEP file number has been assigned.  The garage will be approx. 65 ft. from edge of wetland & haybales will be placed between the work & resource area.  Brief discussion ensued re:  drywells.  

Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
K. Baptiste moved to close the public hearing for Louise Flanders.  J. Connolly seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

MOTION:
 K. Baptiste moved to grant an Order of Conditions for Louise Flanders w/ standard conditions & an added stipulation to include drywells.  J. Connolly seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

F. NOI – William Lockwood, c/o Lockwood Architects (Glenview Circle) – SE76-2026

Present before the Commission:
William Lockwood, Lockwood Architects

D.Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 7 Glenview Circle (Shangri-La).  The project involves the construction of an addition & deck to an existing dwelling in the buffer zone to Glen Charlie Pond.  An 8x24 ft. addition is proposed along w/ a new 6x32 ft. deck extension.  The deck would be approx. 54 ft. to the bank along the edge of the pond.  The area is flat as there has been landscaped terracing done w/ the construction of timber retaining walls.  This issue was discussed at the last meeting relative to work that appeared to have been done w/out an OOC.  The hearing was continued so members could make a site visit.  A DEP file number has been assigned.
No Commission members visited the site.  D. Westgate stated the area of concern is the work done previously; the terracing.  He would still like to visit the site & continue the hearing.  D. Pichette stated the work has been done, he doesn’t know for how long, & the work is stable as it is.  He doesn’t feel the Commission would have permitted the work as close to the pond as it is.  It is made of pressure treated landscape timbers; 4x4 timbers.  The property owner stated she did it.  

D.Westgate stated Commission members will go make a site visit & continue the hearing to the next meeting date.  D. Pichette feels the timber walls are significant & stable & he doesn’t feel this is something the Commission will want to have removed.  It is a violation.  K. Baptiste stated if it is a violation & D. Pichette is stating it is stable, then he feels a fine should be given & the application should be moved forward w/out the need for a site visit.  Brief discussion ensued.
MOTION:
M. Barros moved to issue a violation fine of $300.00 for William Lockwood, Glenview Circle.  K. Baptiste seconded.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to close the public hearing for William Lockwood (Glenview Circle).   K. Baptiste seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to grant an Order of Conditions for William Lockwood (Glenview Circle) w/ normal stipulations & any added stipulations of the Agent.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

G. NOI – William Lockwood, c/o Lockwood Architects (Briarwood Drive) – SE76-2025

Present before the Commission:
William Lockwood, Lockwood Architects

D.Pichette stated the Commission was waiting for a DEP number which has been assigned.  The project entails a proposed garage addition to an existing dwelling in the buffer zone to wetlands that exist across the street & w/in a coastal flood zone.

MOTION:
K. Baptiste moved to close the public hearing for William Lockwood (Briarwood Drive).  M. Barros seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

D.Pichette noted that the Commission did already vote & approve this application at the last meeting.  He inadvertently put it on this week’s agenda.
V. CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE

A. Michael & Cynthia Parola – 97 Maple Springs Road

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to grant a Certificate of Compliance for Michael & Cynthia Parola.    L. Caron seconded.
VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

B. Onset Bay II Corporation – 18 Green Street

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to grant a Certificate of Compliance for Onset Bay II Corporation.  K. Baptiste seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

VI. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
K. Baptiste moved to adjourn the meeting.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (6-0-0)

__________________________________
Doug Westgate, Chairman

WAREHAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Date signed:  __________________

Date copy sent to Town Clerk:  __________________
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