
TOWN OF WAREHAM

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

54 MARION ROAD

WAREHAM, MA  02571

CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Date of Meeting:  Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Members Present:

D. Westgate, Chairman

K. Baptiste

J. Connolly

L. Caron, Jr.

M. Ponte

D. Pichette, Conservation Agent

Members Absent:

P. Florindo

M. Barros

D. Paiva, Associate Member

D. Rogers, Associate Member
I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

D. Westgate called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

II. PRELIMINARY BUSINESS

A. Approval of minutes – NONE.

B. Discussion – NONE

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS

NOTE:
Due to advertising errors on the part of the newspaper, new public hearings will be held on August 15, 2007.

IV. CONTINUED HEARINGS

A. ANRAD – Edgewood Development, Inc. – SE76-1980

Present before the Commission:
Tim Higgins, Edgewood Development, Inc.






Mark Manganella, LEC Environmental

D.Pichette described the project.  The property is located at Lot 1018 off of County Rd.  The application is submitted for the Commission to review wetland delineation at the site.  The wetland was flagged w/ flags A1-A67.  In reviewing the wetland boundary initially, he had requested changes to be made.  The applicant then had the line re-evaluated & made some changes to the line reflected in the revised plan submitted this evening.  He met w/ the consultant & reviewed the changes to the line, & he feels the wetland delineation is now accurate as reflected in said revised plan.  He recommended approval of the wetland delineation as shown.  A DEP file number has been assigned.
Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to close the public hearing for Edgewood Development, Inc.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to accept the wetland delineation line for Edgewood Development, Inc.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)
B. NOI – Eleanor M. Rumble, c/o Flaherty & Stefani, Inc. – SE76-1981

Present before the Commission:
Mark Flahery, Flaherty & Stefani, Inc.

D.Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 9 Mason St. Extension.  The project involves the demolition of an existing dwelling & the reconstruction of a new dwelling.  The project is partially w/in the buffer zone to bordering vegetative wetland associated w/a small pond.  The new dwelling will be in the same location as the existing dwelling constructed w/ a slightly enlarged deck area on the rear of building.  The foundation will be approx. 89 ft. from edge of wetland.  Silt fence & haybales are proposed to control erosion.  No grade changes or filling are proposed.  A DEP file number has been assigned.  Natural Heritage has submitted comments.  He recommended the issuance of an Order of Conditions w/ standard conditions.
Audience members had no questions or comments.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to close the public hearing for Eleanor M. Rumble.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to grant an Order of Conditions w/ standard stipulations & any added stipulations by the Agent for Eleanor M. Rumble.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)
C. NOI – Dorothy Peterson, c/o J.C. Engineering, Inc. – SE76-1974

D.Pichette stated the representative has requested a continuance to August 15, 2007.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to continue the public hearing for Dorothy Peterson to August 15, 2007.  M. Ponte seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)

D. NOI – Kevin Meehan, c/o Hancock Associates – SE76-1978

D.Westgate stated the representative has asked for a continuance to August 15, 2007.

MOTION:
J. Connolly moved to continue the public hearing to August 15, 2007.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)

E. NOI – Wareham Plaza Associates, LLC, c/o G.A.F. Engineering, Inc. – SE76-1959

D.Westgate stated the representative has asked for a continuance.  He noted that the Commission will grant this request one more time.  If they don’t come forward, the Commission will have to make a decision.  This hearing has been going on for a long time.

MOTION:
K. Baptiste moved to continue the public hearing for Wareham Plaza Associates, LLC to August 15, 2007.  M. Ponte seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)
V. ENFORCEMENT ORDERS

(NONE)


VI. CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE

(NONE)

VII. EXTENSION REQUESTS

(NONE)

VIII. DISCUSSION
A. Edgewood Development, Inc. - Order of Conditions.

Present before the Commission:
Tim Higgins, Edgewood Development, Inc.

D.Pichette noted the conditions that will be included in the Order.  There had been discussion re:  Edgewood Development, Inc. & their concern relative to doing a replication area.  Mr. Higgins discussed his concerns.
D.Pichette stated one of the conditions of the Order is the replication area be completed before any commencement of the subdivision.  Mr. Higgins has some concerns relative to this because it will cut off access to the person who utilizes the roadway currently & who will use the new roadway to take the place of the roadway that will be displaced.  He indicated the Commission didn’t want to see pavement being put down.  He suggested a passable dirt road.  Mr. Higgins stated that they need to make the crossing safe for this person.  He feels there is a liability w/ this.  Brief discussion ensued.  D.Pichette stated the Commission will consider this matter.  
M. Ponte asked how long it will take to do the replication.  Mr. Higgins stated it can be done immediately.  The thru-road needs to be built.  D.Westgate stated once the thru-way area is done, it will cease & the replication area can be done & things can commence again.  Mr. Higgins concurred.  He noted that the replication area cannot be done until the thru-road is done.  Brief discussion ensued.

Brief discussion ensued re:  Mr. Higgins providing contact numbers.  D. Pichette stated this is one of the conditions of the Order.

B. FinCom Liaison
Present before the Commission:
Bonnie Cottuli, FinCom

Ms. Cottuli explained why she is present.  D.Pichette stated in terms of a budget, there isn’t much of one.  There may be $1,000 line item annually.  The only other expenses generated are legal fees that arise when people appeal decisions of the Commission.  
Ms. Cottuli indicated that the FinCom wants to be advised of any extraordinary expenses, such as a large project or an appeal.  D. Pichette suggested exchanging contact numbers so if anything comes up he can contact her.

Brief discussion ensued re:  the dock & pier moratorium & what the Commission hopes to achieve relative to dock & piers.  D. Westgate stated many of the appeals of the Commission’s decisions deals w/ denying of docks & piers.

C. McCain Case

D.Pichette stated he received an as-built plan for Wendell McCain which he submitted to the Commission.  Brief discussion ensued re:  the purpose of an as-built plan.
D.Westgate expressed concern re:  the placement of Mr. Edwards yacht on his dock.  Discussion ensued.

D.Pichette showed the original plan showing the limit of work.  The as-built shows work that went out of the limit of work area.  He suggested the members go out to look at the site because it will be brought up at the next meeting.  Brief discussion ensued re:  what the homeowner is saying relative to what was done.

Discussion ensued re:  how to ensure that applicants understand the conditions.  D.Pichette has been putting conditions in that states the applicant has to meet w/ him to go over the conditions.  He noted that the conditions on the McCain Order clearly state that work cannot go beyond what was approved.  Brief discussion ensued.

D.Pichette read into the record the standard condition relative to changes in plans after conditions are issued.
Brief discussion ensued re:  what could happen if this matter went to court & what type of stand the Commission wants to take.

D. Tree Cutting Work

D.Pichette stated there are a lot of people coming in wanting tree work done, but some have large trees close to resource areas or banks.  In these cases, there should be some type of review or require some sort of replanting or a denial.  It was suggested that it should be on a case by case basis.  Lengthy discussion ensued.
M.Ponte discussed a circumstance he came upon relative to tree cutting.

E. Future Dock & Pier Meeting Dates

Brief discussion ensued.  The Commission members concurred to hold the next dock/pier meeting on Tuesday, August 14, 2007.
IX. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
M. Ponte moved to adjourn the meeting.  L. Caron seconded.

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0)

_______________________________________
Douglas Westgate, Chairman

WAREHAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Date signed:  __________________

Date copy sent to Wareham Free Library:  __________________
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