TOWN OF WAREHAM

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

54 MARION ROAD

Wareham, MA 02571

CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, February 15, 2006

Members present:                     

D. Westgate, Chairman

K. Baptiste. 

J. Connolly

M. Ponte 

L. Caron, Jr. (7:15 p.m.)

Members absent:   

P. Florindo

C. DeBlois, Associate Member  

D. Rogers

D. Westgate called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Notice of Intent - Gwen Mitchell, c/o G.A.F. Engineering, Inc.

The applicant has requested this be continued to the March 1 meeting.

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by M. Ponte to continue the public hearing for Gwen Mitchell to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (4-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Geraldine DeSousa, c/o J.C. Engineering, Inc.

NOTE: L. Caron joined the meeting during this hearing.

The applicant was represented by John Churchill, P.E.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 13 Priscilla Avenue; the project involves the demolition of an existing cottage and the construction of a new dwelling within the buffer zone to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland along White Island Pond.  The proposed dwelling will be a greater distance from the Wetland than the existing dwelling but it will be larger.  D. Pichette noted that the new dwelling is proposed to have one bedroom; he recommended that be reflected in the deed.  He also recommended that the haybales be extended up the sidelines of the property.  Commission members had no questions or comments.  Audience members had no questions or comments.       

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by M. Ponte to close the public hearing for Geraldine DeSousa.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by M. Ponte to issue the Order of Conditions with the normal stipulations and the additional stipulations that the haybales be extended up the sidelines of the property and that a deed restriction limiting the home to one bedroom be recorded at the Registry of Deeds.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Town of Wareham, c/o J. C. Engineering, Inc.

The applicant was represented by John Churchill, P.E., who submitted revised plans.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is the Oak Grove School, Onset Avenue; the project involves the construction of parking areas, walkways, and storm water management system in the buffer zone to a Coastal Bank. The work is part of a rehab project of the Oak Grove School.  This was continued from the previous meeting for a D.E.P. file number, which has been received.  It was also continued for a change to some of the grading, which is shown on the revised plan.   Commission members had no questions or comments.   Audience members had no questions or comments.      

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to close the public hearing for the Town of Wareham.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to issue the Order of Conditions with the normal stipulations and the added stipulations recommended by the Agent.   VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation - Eagle Holt Co., c/o Pinebrook Consulting

The applicant has requested this be continued to the March 1 meeting. 

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by M. Ponte to continue the public hearing for Eagle Holt Co. to the March 1meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Little Harbor Builders, c/o K&J Engineering, Inc.
The applicant has requested that this be continued to the March 1 meeting.  An audience member asked if he could be notified prior to a meeting should it be continued and was advised to call the Conservation office.  

 MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by M. Ponte to continue the public hearing for Little Harbor Builders to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Debbie Blais, c/o LEC Environmental Consultants

The applicant was represented by Dave Davignon and Mark Maginella.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 241 Cromesett Road; the project involves the demolition of an existing dwelling and the construction of a new dwelling in the buffer zone to a salt marsh, within Riverfront Area, and within a Coastal Flood Zone (V el. 20).  The new dwelling is proposed to be constructed on concrete pilings; significant fill is also proposed.  The proposed limit of work is up to the edge of the salt marsh.  D. Pichette said he has been discussing some of the issues of the project with the applicant’s engineer, who indicated that he would be submitting a revised plan.  Mr. Maginella submitted a draft revised plan.  D. Pichette said a D.E.P. file number has been received for the project; comments were also received from D.E.P., which the applicant will address.  D. Pichette said the main issues he had with the original plan were the increase in size of the new dwelling and the amount of fill proposed; he noted that the revised plan shows a downsizing of activity.  Mr. Maginella described the revisions made to the plan.  It was noted that the number of bedrooms will remain the same; a new septic system is proposed.  The Board of Health has required a deed restriction limiting the dwelling to three bedrooms.  D. Pichette said the revision is an improvement and recommended this be continued to the March 1 meeting.  Commission members had no questions or comments.  Audience members had no questions or comments.           

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to continue the public hearing for Debbie Blais to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Diane Gustafson, c/o Hanack Associates, Inc.

The applicant has requested this be continued to the March 1 meeting.
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to continue the public hearing for Diane Gustafson to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation - A.D. Makepeace Co., c/o Beals & Thomas (Tihonet Road)

The applicant has requested that this be continued to the March 1 meeting.

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to continue the public hearing for A.D. Makepeace Co. to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation - A.D. Makepeace Co., c/o Beals & Thomas (Tihonet Road & Farm to Market Road)

The applicant has requested that this be continued to the March 1 meeting.

MOTION:  Moved by L. Caron and seconded by J. Connolly to continue the public hearing for A.D. Makepeace Co. to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Request for Determination of Applicability - 7 Carleton Street, c/o Atlantic Design Engineers

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  Green cards were submitted as proof of abutter notification.  The applicant was represented by Wayne DelPico and _______________.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is located at Lot 1025B off Cove Street and Evergreen Street, which is Town property; the project involves the cleaning of an existing drainage ditch which is within a Bordering Vegetated Wetland and also within a Coastal Flood Zone.  Approximately 700' of drainage ditch is proposed to be cleaned by hand; some of the work is to be done using a walk-behind brush mower.  D. Pichette voiced concern for the possibility of cutting of vegetation along the edge of the banks of the ditch, which could cause stability and erosion issues.  He recommended cutting and trimming of vegetation rather than the use of a brush mower.  He also recommended that any vegetation removed be disposed of in a lawful manner.  J. Connolly asked how the applicant will remove the debris from the site and was told a 3' wide path will be used.  After discussion Commission members agreed they would visit the site.  Mr. DelPico agreed to attempt to provide information relative to Plymouth County Mosquito Control prior to the next meeting.  An audience member asked a question which was inaudible.  Commission members and Mr. DelPico discussed some clearing done in the area; Mr. DelPico said the work was not done by the applicant.  Commission members had no further questions or comments.   Audience members had no further questions or comments.  

MOTION:  Moved by M. Ponte and seconded by K. Baptiste to continue the public hearing for 7 Carleton Street to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Request for Determination of Applicability - George Lahoullier, c/o Collins Engineers Group

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  Green cards were submitted as proof of abutter notification.  The applicant was represented by Steve Lombard.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 74 Parkwood Drive; the project involves the upgrade of a septic system.  Some of the work is in the buffer zone to a Coastal Bank.  Commission members had no questions or comments.  Audience members had no questions or comments.   

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by K. Baptiste to close the public hearing for George Lahoullier.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by K. Baptiste to issue a Negative Determination #3.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Request for Determination of Applicability - 237 Sandwich Road, LLC c/o Outback Engineering, Inc. 

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  The applicant has requested that this be continued to the March 1 meeting.   

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by K. Baptiste to continue the public hearing for 237 Sandwich Road LLC to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Request for Determination of Applicability - Eagle Holt Company, Inc., LLC c/o Charles L. Rowley & Associates 

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  Green cards were submitted as proof of abutter notification.  The applicant was represented by Charles Rowley, P.E.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is located at Lots 1000A and 1000B off Blackmore Pond Circle; the project involves the construction of a subdivision roadway in the buffer zone to an isolated Wetland.  D. Pichette said the tree cutting for the project has already been done.  He recommended the proposed haybales be required to be placed closer to the proposed limit of work than shown on the plan, and that any fill proposed to be brought to the site be clean fill.  J. Connolly said he wanted to visit the site.  K. Baptiste asked if the canal shown on the plan was protected by the Commission under a different project and was told no.  Commission members discussed whether or not the canal was a Wetland.  Mr. Rowley said the project has been approved by the Planning Board.  An audience member asked if lady slippers are considered a Wetland species and was told no.   She asked how the ditch will be filled in and voiced concern for runoff.  Mr. Rowley described the proposed drainage.  D. Westgate told her if water entered her property as a result of the project she should contact the Conservation office.  L. Caron said an old pipe runs from the culvert to Blackmore Pond.  An audience member addressed the Commission; her comments were inaudible.  After discussion it was agreed to continue this to the March 1 meeting.  D. Westgate said the project will not add water to existing conditions.  J. Connolly asked if Commission members had permission to enter the site.  Commission members had no further questions or comments.  Audience members had no further questions or comments.           

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by K. Baptiste to continue the public hearing for Eagle Holt Company to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Robert Yidiaris, c/o Bill Gottwald

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  Mr. Yidiaris was present for this meeting but did not have green cards.  He was told the hearing could be opened tonight but would need to be continued until the cards were submitted.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 20 Lake View Drive; the project involves the reconstruction and enlargement of a deck, house remodeling, and tree removal in the buffer zone to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland along Agawam Mill Pond.  D. Pichette said the edge of the Wetland is not adequately identified on the plan, details of the footings are not shown on the plan, and a D.E.P. file number has not yet been received for the project.  He noted that some clearing work has been done at the site.  D. Westgate asked Mr. Yidiaris how long he has owned the property and was told since September.  Mr. Yidiaris said he would ask his engineer to contact D. Pichette.  Commission members had no questions or comments.  Audience member ----------------------- addressed the Commission; his comments were not audible.  Audience members had no further questions or comments.  It was agreed to continue this to the March 1 meeting.  
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to continue the public hearing for Robert Yidiaris to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Jeffrey & Kristine Monast, c/o Kenneth R. Ferreira Engineering

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  The applicant has requested that this be continued to the March 1 meeting.   
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by K. Baptiste to continue the public hearing for Jeffrey & Kristine Monast to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Ocean Plaza Corp., c/o Silva Engineering Associates

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  Green cards were submitted as proof of abutter notification.  The applicant was represented by Frank Amonte and Larry Silva, P.E.  D. Pichette described the project. The property is located at Lot 1133 off Cranberry Highway.  The application was before the Commission under the name of Walter Ghetti and it was continued numerous times until the Commission decided to withdraw the application for lack of information.  A new Notice of Intent has been submitted; the project is very similar to the original proposal but with come changes.   The Wetland line shown on the plan was reviewed and approved by the Commission under a separate filing.  A commercial building with seven units is proposed; a separate building is proposed to be attached to the existing building on the site.  Parking areas, stormwater drainage structures, and landscaping are also proposed.  The large building is proposed to be 65' from the edge of the Wetland and the limit of work is proposed to be 30' at its closest point.  Grade changes of 7'-8' are proposed; a retaining wall is proposed to contain the grade changes.  D. Pichette asked if the roof runoff associated with the buildings are accounted for in the stormwater system; he asked what uses are proposed for the site.  A D.E.P. file number has not been received for the project.  D. Westgate asked if the dumpster areas are proposed to be fenced off and told the applicant he wants the areas to be contained.   Mr. Silva said roof runoff is accounted for in the design.  He said the unit proposed for automotive use will have a floor drain leading into a holding tank, as required by the plumbing code.  Mr. Silva described the changes made to the plan.  D. Westgate asked what uses are proposed for the front building; he was told one area will be used for retail and the other might be used as an optical company.  He asked if the no activity area will have a fence; Mr. Silva agreed to the fence.  D. Pichette recommended a condition requiring trash removal on a monthly or more frequent basis.  He asked if the stormwater structures are designed to accommodate higher pollution loads.  M. Ponte asked if the proposed automotive use will be part of a chain and was told no.  Commission members had no further questions or comments.  Audience members had no questions or comments.  It was agreed to continue this to the March 1 meeting.             
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to continue the public hearing for Ocean Plaza Corp. to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Karl Carbone, c/o G.A.F. Engineering

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  The representative was not present at this time.  A D.E.P. file number has not been received at this time.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is located at Lot 3 off Elizabeth Lane; the project involves the construction of a single family dwelling in the buffer zone to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The project was commenced under another Order which has since lapsed.  The foundation was constructed prior to the issuance of a Building Permit.  D. Westgate asked when the original Order expired and was told approximately two months ago.  D. Pichette said the applicant has some stumps and trees stored within the 30' no activity zone; he recommended the Commission require that to be removed.  A D.E.P. file number has not yet been received.  D. Pichette said he will notify the engineer that the trees and stumps have to be removed immediately.  Commission members had no further questions or comments.  Audience member Debbie Pfinister asked about storage boxes at the site; D. Pichette said he spoke to the applicant’s engineer about the storage boxes.  The paved driveway at the site was briefly discussed.  Audience members had no further questions or comments.  It was agreed to continue this to the March 1 meeting.    
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to continue the public hearing for Karl Carbone to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

Notice of Intent - Robert & Irene Wright, c/o J.C. Engineering

The public hearing notice was read into the record.  Green cards were submitted as proof of abutter notification.  The applicant was represented by John Churchill, Jr., P.E.  D. Pichette described the project.  The property is located at 21 Bayberry Road; the project involves the upgrade of a septic system in the buffer zone to a Coastal Bank and also within a Coastal Flood Zone.   A D.E.P. file number has not been received for this project.  Commission members had no questions or comments.  Audience members had no questions or comments.  It was agreed to continue this to the March 1 meeting.    
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to continue the public hearing for Robert & Irene Wright to the March 1 meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Amended Order of Conditions - John Thompson, c/o G.A.F. Engineering, Inc.

D. Pichette said he contacted Paul Pearle, who, due to health problems, is no longer working on the project.  The owner was contacted and he was not aware of some of the issues relative to the project.  

MOTION:  Moved by K. Baptiste and seconded by J. Connolly to remove this item from the agenda, as stated at the last meeting, due to lack of information.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)

DISCUSSION:

Fearing Hill Road Conservation Restriction - Signatures
D. Pichette described the restriction and recommended that Commission members sign it.

ENFORCEMENT ORDERS:

Enforcement Order - Benjamin Baptiste - 21 Avenue A

NOTE: K. Baptiste abstained from this vote.

Mr. Baptiste was not present for this meeting.  The violation involved the cutting of trees.  It was agreed that he will be required to attend the next meeting.
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by L. Caron to ratify the Enforcement Order.  VOTE:  (4-0-1)            
Enforcement Order - Diana Taylor-Roderick - 116 Sandwich Road

Ms. Taylor-Roderick was not present for this meeting.  The violation involved the cutting of trees. It was agreed that she will be required to attend the next meeting.
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by M. Ponte to ratify the Enforcement Order.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)            
MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by K. Baptiste to impose a fine of $300.  The property owner shall bring a planting scheme to the next meeting.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)            
DISCUSSION:

D. Pichette described a property on Ruggles Street.  The property owners are asking if an existing concrete tank in the ground, which the Commission required to be removed, can be allowed to remain.  

MOTION:  Moved by J. Connolly and seconded by K. Baptiste to require the property owners to remove the concrete tank.  VOTE: Unanimous (5-0-0)       
MOTION:  Moved by M. Ponte and seconded by J. Connolly to adjourn. 

__________________________________________

Douglas Westgate, Acting Chairman

Date  signed:

Date sent to Library:
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