
                         WAREHAM CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE



                       SEPTEMBER 24, 2009
The following members were in attendance: Alan Slavin, Chairman, Mary Ann Silva, Clerk, 
Leie Carmody, David Smith, Mick Jones, Len Gay, Edward Pacewicz, and Board of Selectmen Liaison, Brenda Eckstrom.  Absent were:  John Houton and Finance Committee Liaison, Donna Bronk.  The Clerk left at 7:04 due to personal reasons.
1.        ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS PRESENT:
The meeting was called to order by Alan Slavin, chairman, at 6:20 p.m., as the chair was running a little late.  The Chairman called the roll and apologized for his tardiness.
2.         RELATED BUSINESS CONCERNING COMMITTEE:

The Chairman recognized that there were two guests present.  He indicated some concern as one guest had setup a video camera and had not, as a courtesy, notified the chairman as to his intent.  The Chairman voiced his concern regarding the taping of volunteers and the eventual use of the videotape following the meeting.  It was openly discussed and concern was shared by the members present.  At that point, the gentleman stated the statute and a member of the committee did have a copy of the open meeting law in his possession.  He then read the chapter to which the gentleman was referring, ‘A meeting of a governmental body may be recorded by any person in attendance by means of a tape recorder or any other means of sonic reproduction or by means of videotape equipment fixed in one or more designated locations determined by the governmental body except when a meeting is held in executive session; provided, that in such recording there is no active interference with the conduct of the meeting.’  The Chairman asked if all members were “Okay” with this, but stated he was concerned about individuals’ rights and a few members stated concerns with being videotaped and where the video would end up.  The gentleman then stated maybe he could change the angle of the camera, as the Clerk was uncomfortable having it pointed directly in her direction.  The gentleman then voluntarily moved to the rear of the meeting room and the members were in agreement.
3.
REVIEW MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING:

The Chairman asked for the prior minutes.  The Clerk stated that they had been distributed, but there were some concerns.   The Clerk requested that due to some uneasiness regarding the minutes that the members take the minutes home and read them and return to the next meeting with any concerns and/or ideas.  The Chairman stated that we would discuss and vote on the minutes at the next meeting.  A motion was made by David Smith to table the minutes of September 10th until the next meeting so they can be read properly.  Seconded by Ed Pacewicz and the vote was called by Alan Slavin and recorded as unanimous.   

4.       ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman, at the last meeting under other business wanted to bring up the issue of a vice chairman.  Because we had several members out at that meeting, he would revisit the issue at the next meeting, where hopefully we will have at least seven members present.  The Chairman stated he had had an accident, which could have left him debilitated for a while.  With that he stated that he thought maybe we should have a Vice Chairman just in case something happens, as he stated that if the Clerk had to step up to Chairman it would be a problem with minutes. He stated he would entertain a motion for someone to be Vice Chairman, and Leie Carmody nominated Mick Jones and it was seconded by Mary Ann Silva. The Chairman asked if there were any other suggestions and hearing none, he called the discussion and the vote.  The vote was 6-0-1 with Alan Slavin abstaining. 
The Chairman reported that he pushed back the appearance on WCTV to October 7, 2009, rather than the twenty-seventh of September.  He reported that the reason was we have to supply them with information ahead of time and wanted to save that discussion in a meeting rather than emails, which are a violation of the open meeting law.  He stated that this is now open for discussion and also there 
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is room for only two members, as the studio can only handle two and the interviewer.  He stated that we needed to pick two people to participate, and also it is a morning program, starting at 8:15 a.m.

A discussion ensued and it was recommended that the Chairman and the Vice Chairman attend

and represent the committee.  The second recommendation was for alternative members and Leie
Carmody and Edward Pacewicz agreed to the alternative positions.  The Chairman stated that he would inform the station.  At that point, the Chairman recommended that for the program we reproduce what has already been distributed to the newspaper.  
5. KOPELMAN AND PAIGE RESPONSES
The chairman reported that he had sent a copy of the answer from Lauren confirming the last question of town employees possibly running for office.  He stated that it was just confirming the 
situation with a regular town employee, not an elected or appointed official about holding office.

He reported that this was just confirmation after the previous discussion that we could actually put it in the rules.  The concern was town employees being able to take their existing salary or the new salary if they ran for office, but if it is prohibited up front and ahead of time, it will eliminate that particular thing being available and it was confirmed that it could be prohibited.  The Chairman asked for further discussion and if all members were satisfied with the answer.  It appeared there
was no further response.

6. REVIEW RESPONSES TO WEBSITE

The Chairman asked for responses from the Library and Clerk’s Office.   Leie Carmody reported that nothing has come in yet; however, people have started to respond via the newspaper, Courier.   We
then received a handout and read the four responses.  It was agreed that we continue to concentrate on answering specific questions and glean out legitimate points in these comments and not get into a debate.  The committee members continued discussing the press releases slated for the newspapers and use of this format to disseminate information to the public.
7. CHARTER AMENDMENTS

The Members continued reviewing changes needed to the model charter.  It was agreed for any changes made to the model, it would be highlighted by bold print in order for the members to 

note agreed changes.

8.      NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be scheduled for Thursday, October 8, 2009, at 6:00 p.m.

9.       ADJOURN MEETING
A motion was made by Ed Pacewicz to adjourn and it was seconded by Mick Jones and David Smith. Alan called the vote at 7:51 p.m., and it was recorded as unanimous for adjournment.  
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann Silva

Clerk

