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UXBRIDGE TOWN HALL
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING ROOM
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2009 - 7:00PM

Present: Chair Michael Potaski, Vice Chair Kevin Kuros, Clerk Beth Pitman, Selectman Peter
Baghdasarian and Selectman Cari Kay Robertson. Also present, Town Manager, Michael Szlosek and
Administrative Assistant, Tracey Ante.

NOTE: Some matters may have been taken out of agenda order but are presented below based on
agenda order for ease of location information.

I. CALLTOORDER AT 7:90PM
A. Announcements

Chairman Potaski announced the upcoming Mason’s Halloween Party, October 30th. He read a
statement from a citizen thanking the Uxbridge Police and the Animal Control Officer for their

helpful response action for a missing dog. Alternatives will hold its annual Tapestry Arts Show
November 13, 2009 through December 11, 2009. Art work will be displayed at the Town Hall.

Selectman Beth Pitman offered an apology to the community for her recent comments.
Citizen’s Forum

Residents were present and addressed concerns with regard to Ms. Pitman’s recent comments and
submitted a petition.

Mr. Harry Romasco with the Trustees Soldier Memorial Monument recognized 6 individuals that
were recently added to the monument; Francis J. Suskey, Jr., James Brenick, Joseph S. Hall, Jr.,
James R. Glode, Heidi T. Clyne and Jonathan Demboski. Mr. Romasco thanked them for their
dedication and service. It was announced they will be honored as Parade Marshalls at the Veteran’s
Day Parade. The Veterans Day Parade will be held November 8, 2009 and will assemble

at 1:30PM at the North Uxbridge Baptist Church.

Additional citizen comment included the proposed high school project, school space, the
town’s financial impact and staff reduction/layoffs.

Mr. Mark Stacy, present on behalf of the residents of Cedar Woods I subdivision, discussed the
Winter Maintenance Policy and suggested residents pay out chapter 90 money to the Town to
to receive snow plowing services. The Board will continue discussions at their next schedulied

meeting.

Ms. Louise Flagg, Stanphy! Road was present and discussed the Winter Maintenance Policy and
requested the Board reconsider snow plowing services, as the street was omitted from the prior year
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list. The Board will continue discussions at their next scheduled meeting.

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS/SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS

CITIZEN PETITION FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF ARBOR ROAD

Accept as a public way the street known as Arbor Road as laid out by the Board of Selectmen, in the
name and behalf of the Town, to acquire by gift easements and appurtenant rights in and for said way
for the purposes for which other public ways are used in the Town; or to take any other action relating
thereto. Said plans recorded in the Worcester County Registry of Deeds as Plan Book 786, Page 71
(Warrant Article 12)

The Chairman opened the public hearing. Mr. Stephen O’Connell, with Andrews Survey and
Engineering, Inc./Petitioner and Mr. John Audet, Developer were present and advised the Board as to
the road status. Also present, Mr. Sherman, DPW Director provided an update to the Board. The
Chairman closed the public hearing. The Board will continue discussions at a future meeting.

.. CITIZEN PETITION FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF DUNNY COVE LANE AND CONNOR . . .

PASS Accept as public ways the streets known as Dunny Cove Lane and Connor Pass as laid out by

“the Board of Selectmen, in the name and behalf of the Town, to acqguire by gift easements and
appurtenant rights in and for said way for the purposes for which other public ways are used in the
Town; or to take any other action relating thereto. Said plans recorded at the Worcester County
Registry of Deeds as Plan Book 754, Page 61. (Warrant Article 13)

The Chairman opened the public hearing. Mr. John Audet, Developer was present and advised the
Board as to the road status. Mr. Sherman, DPW Director was present and provided an update to the
Board. The Chairman closed the public hearing. The Board will continue discussions at a future
meeting.

STREET ACCEPTANCE OF CROWN AND EAGLE ROAD

To see if the Town will accept as public way the street known as Crown and Eagle Road as laid out by
the Board of Selectmen, in the name and behalf of the Town, to acquire by fee simple and appurtenant
rights in and for said way for the purposes for which other public ways are used in the Town; or to take
any other action relating thereto. Said plans recorded at the Worcester County Registry of Deeds as
Plan Book 379, Page 17. (Warrant Article 17)

The Chairman opened the public hearing. Mr. Stephen O’Connell with Andrews Survey &
Engineering/Petitioner and Mr, Harry Romasco, Board Member Crown & Eagle were present and
advised the Board as to the road status and the canal wall repairs. Mr. Sherman, DPW Director was
also present and updated the Board as to his comments. [t was noted the Crown and Eagle site was
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conveyed to UHA back in 1982 by deed recorded in Book 7628, Page 262 which was recorded
simuftaneously with a subdivision plan showing the site conveyed, the plan being recorded in Plan
Book 502, Page 28. The Chairman closed the public hearing. The Board will continue discussions at a
future meeting.

CITIZEN PETITION FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF EASY STREET
To see if the Town will accept as public way the street known as Easy Street as laid out by the Board of

‘Selectmen, and further authorize the Board of Selectmen, in the name and behalf of the Town, to

acquire by gift, casements and appurtenant rights in and for said way for the purposes for which public
ways are used in the Town; or to take any other action relating thereto. Said plans recorded at the
Worcester County Registry of Deeds as Plan Book 738, Page 40. (Warrant Article 19)

The Chairman opened the public hearing. Mr. Stephen O’Connell with Andrews Survey &
Engineering, Inc./Petitioner was present and advised the Board as to the road status. Mr. Sherman,
DPW Director provided an update to the Board. The Chairman closed the public hearing. The Board
will continue discussions at a future meeting.

B

CITIZEN PETITION FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF BUTTERMILK WAY

To see if the Town will accept as public way the street known as Buttermilk Way as laid out by the
Board of Selectmen, and further authorize the Board of Selectmen, in the name and behalf of the Town,
to acquire by gift, easements and appurtenant rights in and for said way for the purposes for which
public ways are used in the Town; or to take any other action relating thereto. Said plans recorded at
the Worcester County Registry of Deeds as Plan Book 738, Page 40. (Warrant Article 20}

The Chairman opened the public hearing. Mr. Stephen O’Connell with Andrews Survey &
Engineering, Inc./Petitioner was present and advised the Board as to the road status. Mr. Sherman,
DPW Director updated the Board as to the extensive work that needed to be completed and required in
accordance with the approved subdivision plans. The Chairman closed the public hearing. The Board
will continue discussions at a future meeting.

TOWN MANAGER REPORT

The Town Manager advised Ms. Nora Raymond is the new SEIU Union Steward and negotiations will
continue next month. Mr. Szlosek discussed the ambulance bids,

OLD BUSINESS

A. FATM — Vote article recommendations
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ARTICLE 2: TRANSFER OF GENERAL FUND RETAINED EARNINGS TO WATER ENTERPRISE
FUND - MOTION by Mr. Kuros to recommend favorable action for FATM. Seconded by Ms. Robertson, the
motion carried unanimously.

ARTICLE 3: TRANSFER OF GENERAL FUND RETAINED EARNINGS TO THE CABLE ACCESS
ACCOUNT ~ MOTION by Mr. Kuros to recommend favorable action for FATM. Seconded by Ms.
Robertson, the motion carried 4-1 (Mr. Baghdasarian opposed). '

ARTICLE 4: TRANSFER TQ STABILIZATION - MOTION by Mr. Kuros to recommend favorable action
for FATM. Seconded by Ms. Robertson, the motion carried 4-1 (Mr. Baghdasarian opposed).

ARTICLE 5: PRIOR YEAR BILLS — MOTION by Ms. Rebertson to recommend favorable action
for FATM. Seconded by Mr. Kuros, the motion carried unanimously.

(Mr. Potaski left the meeting at 9:52PM and returned at :37PM).

~ ARTICLE 6: FY10 BUDGET AMENDMENTS — MOTION by Mr. Kuros to recommend favorable
" “action, Secorided b’y‘MS’J"R’ﬁ'b’e:‘ts;t‘)n‘,'"'ﬂié""motiﬁ"n"cﬁrri'ed unanimously.” T e '

V. NEW BUSINESS

A. New application ~ Annual Entertainment License — OLV, 75 Mendon Street, Annual Holiday Fair
and Annual School Events — Following discussion, MOTION by Mr. Baghdasarian te approve
the annual entertainment license for OLV. Seconded by Ms. Robertson, the motion carried
unanimously.

B. New application — One Day Alcohol License — OLV, 75 Mendon Street, Annual Holiday Fair,
Saturday, November 21, 2009, Function hours 9AM-5PM — MOTION by Mr. Baghdasarian to
orant the One Day Alcohol License to OLV, Annual Holiday Fair, for November 21, 2009.
Seconded by Ms. Robertson, the motion carried unanimously.

C. Road closing — Court Street, 5:30PM — 9:30PM, October 30‘]’, Halloween Party at the Town
Common presented by the Solomon’s Temple Lodge, Court Street — Following discussion,
MOTION by Mr. Kuros to close Court Street on October 30th for the Mason’s Halloween
Party. Seconded by Mr. Baghdasarian, the motion carried unanimously.

D. School Building Committee Ad Hoc Committee - appoint BOS representative - Mr. John Higgins,
SBC Chairman was present and discussed the formation of the SBC Ad Hoc Committee consisting
of representatives from the School Committee, the Board of Selectmen, Finance Committee, the
Finance Director and the School Business Manager. Discussion also included the purpose of the
subcommittee and the distribution of correct information to the residents to assist in their voting for
the proposed high school project. Following discussion, the Board recommended the SBC discuss
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forming a subcommittee and thereafter seek endorsement from the other Boards. The Board will
consider amending the SBC charge at their next scheduled meeting.

E. Resignation - Tracy Tibedo, Conservation Commission — The Town Manager advised of the
resignation of Mr. Tracy Tibedo from the Conservation Commission and thanked him for his
service to the Town.,

F. Town Pictures — Donated by Papa (ino’s — The Town Manager thanked Papa Ginos for the
donation of the pictures of the Town of Uxbridge.

(. Blackstone Valley Pop Warner Football, Sat. 11/4, 10am-12pm, permission 1o create mock “toll” —
Following discussion, the Board had no objection.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE/QTHER BUSINESS
A. Approve Executive Session Minutes 9/28/09 and Regular Meeting Minutes 10/13/09 and Executive

Session Meeting Minutes 10/13/09

MOTION by Mr. Kuros to approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes 9/28/09. Seconded by
WIS Robertson, the motion carr;ed unammousiy

@

MOTION by Mr. Kuros to approve the Regular Session ‘V[eetmg Minutes 10/ 13/09 Seconded by
Ms. Robertson, the motion carried unammousiy

The Board will review the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of 10/13/09 at their next meeting.

VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION (MG, ¢.39, §23B)
A. Grievance

VUL ADJOURNMENT: Next Regular BOS Meeting November 2, 2009

At 10:26PM, MOTION by Mr. Kuros to enter into Executive Session to discuss grievance with no
further business to follow, Seconded by Ms. Pitman, the motion carried unanimously on a role
call vote (Potaski - AYE, Kuros - AYE, Robertson - AYE, Pitman - AYE, Bagdasarian - AYE).
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Minutes respectfully submitted by, Tracey Ante

Mnili?approved by Board of Selectmen

b{//{ e~

Chairman Mzchae\lv?otash Selectman Peter Baghdasarian

Vice Chairman Kevin Kuros electman Cau\lyiy Robertson
1909

Clerk Beth Pitman Date Approved

Attachments )







Bty Pman

QOctober 26, 2009

| thank the Chairman for the opportunity to publicly and sincerely offer my
apologies to the community and to any and all who were offended by my recent
comments. After several weeks of reaching out to others in the community, seif-
reflection and discussion with my children, | have comer to the conclusion that this
is not an error which will prevent my working effectively on behalf of our
community. | have learned a valuable lesson or two which will, in fact, make me
an even better Selectman. Many people in the community were kind enough to
point out to me that my comments were in fact a response to comments made by
my colleague Selectman Robertson and yet she was not chastised or attacked
for her position. While 1 consider what we both said, in hindsight, to have been
impulsive and poorly worded, | also think that it is clear that the attacks on me
were motivated by partisan politics and by opposition to the school building
project. This can be the only explanation for why Selectman Robertson's

comments were completely ignored. | will continue my commitment fo public

harder to be less impulsive and more thoughtful during our deliberations and

discussions. | was not born a Selectman and | am learning.

| acknowledge that those who oppose me are motivated by hatred and that

comments on local discussion boards are proof of this.

| acknowledge that my home is in foreclosure. | am a single mother of two
children trying to hold things together in my private life WHILE serving my
community and that the need for a high school transcends even MY personal
ﬁnanci.al problems. IRONICALLY, | am being attacked here and on the internet
by SOME people who are far better off than | am financially and are accusing ME

of selfishness when my personal financial situation is so dire. My position on the

school is about what is in the best interests of this town, not about my personal




needs or wants. My son will never see the new high school and my daughter

probably won't either. Again, this is not an issue of personal benefit to me.

| welcome all citizens to reach out to me, via phone or email, as your opinion is
important to me. My phone number is publicly listed and my email is on the Town

website.
Again, | am truly sorry for having offended anyone.

Beth A Pitman

Clerk Selectman



WE THE UNDERSIGNED CITIZEN'S OF UXBRIDGE
RESPECTFULLY REQUEST SELECTMAN BETH PITMAN
TO RESIGN IMMEDIATELY FROM THE BOARD OF
SELECTMEN. HER PERSONAL PROBLEMS WITH
AUTHORITIES AND THE REQUIREMENT TO REPORT
TO THEM ON A REGULAR SCHEDULE COUPLED WITH

~ THE RECENT DISRESPECT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

DEMONSTRATES A WOEFUL LACK OF JUDGEMENT.
COMMENTS SUCH AS, "SENIORS, IF YOU CAN'T PAY

- THE TAXES, MOVE." SELECTMAN PITMAN WAS

ELECTED TO REPRESENT ALL OF THE CITIZENS
OF UXBRIDGE AND HAS DISMISSED A SEGMENT
OF THE POPULATION.
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