Office of the

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
272 Main Street
Townsend, Massachusetts 01469
Sue Lisio, Chairman Colin McNabb, Vice-Chairman Carolyn Smart, Clerk
Andrew J. Sheehan, Office  (978) 597-1701
Town Administrator Fax (978) 597-1719
AGENDA

APRIL 14, 2015, 6:00 P.M.
SELECTMEN’S CHAMBERS, TOWN HALL
272 MAIN STREET, TOWNSEND, MA

I PRELIMINARIES

1.1 Call the meeting to order and roll call.

1.2 Pledge of Allegiance

1.3 Announce that the meeting is being tape recorded.

1.4 Chairman’s Additions or Deletions: Add 3.7

1.5 Town Administrator updates and reports. Votes may be taken.

1.6 Board of Selectmen announcements, updates, and reports. Votes may be taken.
1.7 Approval of meeting minutes: None.

11 APPOINTMENTS AND HEARINGS
None

II1 MEETING BUSINESS

3.1 Executive Session pursuant to GL ¢. 30A, s. 21(a)(1) to discuss complaints brought against public
officers, employees, staff members, or individuals. Votes may be taken.

3.2 Discuss transfer of Management Information Systems functions to the Communications Department.

Votes may be taken.
3.3 Review, discuss, and sign May 5, 2015 Annual Town Meeting Warrant. Votes may be taken.
3.4 FY16 operating budget: continue review and discussion of the FY 16 operating budget. Votes may be

taken.

3:5 FY'16 capital budget: review and discuss Town Administrator’s FY 16 recommended capital
appropriation article. Votes may be taken.

3.6 Executive Session pursuant to GL c. 30A, s. 21(a)(2) related to contract negotiations with the Town

Administrator. Votes may be taken.
3.7 Proclaim April 12-18 as National Public Safety Telecommunications Week and April 12-18 as National

Volunteer Appreciation Week. Votes may be taken.

IV APPOINTMENTS OF PERSONNEL/OFFICIALS
None

A% WORK SESSION
5.1 Review and sign payroll and bills payable warrants. Votes may be taken.



THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSET 3 3
[ ]

MIDDLESEX SS.
To the Constables of the Town of Townsend in the County of Middlesex,

GREETINGS:
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the
inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote in elections and in Town affairs, to meet at the Memorial

Hall, 272 Main Street, on the following date:
TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2015 AT 7:00 PM

For the Annual Town Meeting for then and there to act on the following articles:

APPOINTMENTS AND REPORTS

ARTICLE 1
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to appoint all Town Officers unless

other provisions are made by Massachusetts General Law, by Town Charter, or by vote of the Town, or
take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Town Clerk

ARTICLE 2
To see if the Town will vote to hear reports of any Committees, Boards, Commissions, etc., or take any

other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 3
To see if the Town will vote to choose a committee of three (3) West Townsend residents to serve as

members of the James H. Tucker Fund in accordance with the bequest, for the sole purpose to keep the
curbing, grave stones, and monuments in good order, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Cemetery & Parks Commission

FINANCIAL — FISCAL YEAR 2015 AND PRIOR

ARTICLE 4
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds in the treasury, the sum of

$ for the purpose of offsetting the FY15 Snow and Ice Deficit under the provisions of
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 31D, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 5

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the
treasury the sum of $ for the purpose of paying prior fiscal year bills in accordance with the
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 64, or take any other action in relation
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thereto.
SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 6

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Inspectional Services Revolving Account in accordance
with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53E':, to which will be credited revenues
collected from the payment of fees paid by the North Middlesex Regional High School Building
Committee or its contractors, subcontractors, or vendors, which funds shall be expended for
expenditures associated with inspections of the North Middlesex Regional High School building project
to be authorized by the Building Commissioner, of which expenditures shall not exceed $ in
FY15, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 7
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the
treasury the sum of $ for the purpose of purchasing a new copier/scanner/printer for Town Hall,

or take any other action in relation thereto.
SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 8
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury the sum of $ for the purpose of purchasing a new postage machine for Town Hall, or
take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 9
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the
treasury the sum of $ for the purpose of supplementing the Board of Health Revolving

Account to offset the cost of chipping the wood pile, or take any action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Health

ARTICLE 10
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury the sum of $ for the purpose of providing training for employees and supervisory
personnel, or take any action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 11
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury various sums to supplement the FY15 operating budget, or take any other action in relation
thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen
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ARTICLE 12
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $ from Fire-EMS expenses to Fire-EMS

wages, or take any other action in relation thereto.
SUBMITTED BY: Fire-EMS Chief

ARTICLE 13
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury, the sum of $5,000.00 for the purpose of supplementing the Conservation Commission’s land
fund, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Conservation Commission

ARTICLE 14
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the
treasury, the sum of $ for the purpose of funding road improvements, or take any other action in

relation thereto.
SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 15
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury, the sum of § for the purpose of purchasing water meters to upgrade older water meters
within the distribution system, said appropriation to come from the Water Department Enterprise Fund,
or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Water Superintendent

ARTICLE 16

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds in the treasury, the sum of $
collected from FY14 Fire Prevention fine receipts pursuant to General Laws Chapter 148A, Section 5 to

a fund for training for eligible personnel, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Fire-EMS Chief

FINANCIAL — FISCAL YEAR 2016

ARTICLE 17

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Fire-EMS Revolving Account in accordance with
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53E', to which will be credited revenues collected
from the community events and fire watches, which funds shall be expended for expenditures associated
with to be authorized by the Fire-EMS Chief, of which expenditures shall not exceed
$ in FY'16, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY:

3
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ARTICLE 20
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury the sum of $4,000.00 for the purpose of funding the Assessors' FY16 periodic Inspections and
Property Data Verification Program as mandated by the Massachusetts Department of Revenue, Bureau
of Local Assessments, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Assessors

ARTICLE 21
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from the capital stabilization fund the amount of
h) for the purpose of paying FY16 debt service, or take any other action in relation

thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 22
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury, such sums that may be necessary to defray the charges and expenses of the Town for Fiscal
Year 2016 pursuant to a detailed budget totaling $ , or take any other action in relation
thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 23

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the
treasury the sum of $ to supplement the appropriation made under Article 22 for Curbside
Solid Waste Collection, such appropriation to be contingent on the passage of an override pursuant to
proposition two-and-one-half] so called, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen/Health

ARTICLE 24

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $ to operate the Water Department for
Fiscal Year 2016 and that $ of this sum come from Water Enterprise Fund revenues and, in
order to fund the cost of inter-municipal expenses, that $ of this sum be appropriated in the

general fund and funded from enterprise revenues, or take any other action in relation thereto.
SUBMITTED BY: Water Department

ARTICLE 25
To see if the Town will vote to fix the salaries and compensation of all elected Officers of the Town as

provided by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 41, Section 108, as amended, and as appropriated in
this warrant, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 26
To see of the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the
Treasury the sum of $ to purchase and remove the building on a parcel of land known as

American Legion, Miller Terrell Post 199, located at 458 Main Street, containing 0.3 acres, more or less,

May 5, 2015 Annual Town Meeting
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and described and being Assessors Map 47, Block 47, Lot 0, for the purpose of building a new West
Townsend Fire Station to replace the existing building, and as funding therefore to authorize the
Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow said sum and issue bonds and notes
therefore, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Fire Station Building Committee and Fire Chief

ARTICLE 27
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury the sum of $1,000,000.00 to design and construct a new West Townsend Fire Station located at
458 and 460 Main Street, and as funding therefore to authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the
Board of Selectmen, to borrow said sum and issue bonds and notes therefore, said action to be
contingent on the passage of the previous article, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Fire Station Building Committee and Fire Chief

ARTICLE 28
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds in the

treasury, such sums that may be necessary to fund capital improvements and/or capital equipment for
Fiscal Year 2016 pursuant to a detailed budget to be presented to the Town Meeting, totaling $ g
or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen and Capital Planning Committee

BYLAWS AND ADOPTIONS

ARTICLE 29

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Code of the Town of Townsend, Chapter 44, Facilities
Maintenance Department, to include Fire-EMS buildings within the Facilities Maintenance Department,
or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

ARTICLE 30

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to General Laws Chapter 41, Section 38A, that the Tax Collector
shall collect, under the Title of Town Collector, all accounts due to the Town and shall have the powers
and remedies set forth therein, or take any other action in relation thereto.

SUBMITTED BY: Board of Selectmen

May 5, 2015 Annual Town Meeting
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And you are directed to serve this Warrant, by posting up attested copies thereof at MEMORIAL
HALL, 272 MAIN STREET at the Center, WEST TOWNSEND FIRE STATION, 460 MAIN
STREET in West Townsend, POLICE/COMMUNICATIONS CENTER, 70 BROOKLINE ROAD,
NORTH MIDDLESEX REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL, 19 MAIN STREET, and HARBOR
CHURCH, 80 MAIN STREET in said Town, at least SEVEN (7) days before the time of holding said

meeting.

HEREOF FAIL NOT, and make due return of this Warrant, with your doings thereon, to the
Town Clerk, at the time and place of the meeting, as aforesaid.

Given under our hands this day of in the year Two Thousand-Fifteen.

SELECTMEN OF TOWNSEND

Sue Lisio, Chairman

Colin McNabb, Vice Chairman

Carolyn Smart, Clerk

A true copy. ATTEST:

CONSTABLE

May 5, 2015 Annual Town Meeting
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MIDDLESEX, SS.

PURSUANT TO THE WITHIN WARRANT, I have notified and warned the inhabitants
of the Town of TOWNSEND by posting up attested copies of the same at: MEMORIAL
HALL, 272 MAIN STREET AT THE CENTER, WEST TOWNSEND FIRE STATION,
460 MAIN STREET IN WEST TOWNSEND, POLICE/COMMUNICATIONS
CENTER, 70 BROOKLINE ROAD, NORTH MIDDLESEX REGIONAL HIGH
SCHOOL, 19 MAIN STREET, and HARBOR CHURCH, 80 MAIN STREET, AT
LEAST SEVEN (7) DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE MEETING, AS WITHIN
DIRECTED.

Constable of TOWNSEND
SIGNATURE
LOCATION TIME MONTH DAY YEAR
MEMORIAL HALL

WEST TOWNSEND FIRE STATION

NORTH MIDDLESEX REGIONAL
HIGH SCHOOL

POLICE/COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

HARBOR CHURCH

May 5, 2015 Annual Town Meeting
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Office of the 3. 4

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
272 Main Street
Townsend, Massachusetts 01469

Sue Lisio, Chairman Colin McNabb, Vice-Chairman Carolyn Smart, Clerk

Andrew ]. Sheehan, Office (978) 597-1701

Town Administrator Fax (978) 597-1719
MEMORANDUM

TO: Board of Selectmen

FROM: Andrew J. Sheehan, Town Administra{%f—'

DATE: April 14, 2015

SUBJ.: FY16 Operating Budget

Budget Balancing Options

As I'told the Board of Selectmen the Town currently faces a deficit of approximately
$250,000. It is important to reiterate the primary reasons for this are on the revenue side
rather than the expenditure side. Local aid from the State has not reached pre-Recession
levels and Townsend'’s local aid is about $450,000 below FYQ9 levels. Also, although it is
easy to blame the schools it is inaccurate to do so. The North Middlesex Regional School
District passed a budget that is 2.48% higher than FY15. This is a reasonable increase.
However, the school funding formula determines the local share. The formula caused a
2.48% budget increase to result in a 6.82% increase in our assessment.

Since last week’s meeting I have met with the Finance Committee, staff, and external
partners to identify potential measures to balance the FY16 operating budget. When
facing a situation like this we must look at both expenditure and revenue options. I
offer the following for the Board’s consideration along with my thoughts on each. I also
address other ideas that have been raised that merit a response or further discussion.

Freezing Employee Wages: A recommendation was made to eliminate non-union step
increases. The value of non-union step increases is approximately $32,028. I do not
recommend this course of action. The Town employed this practice numerous times in
the past and by all indications it did more harm than good. In the past five years the
Town has spent substantial time, effort, and funds to bring employee compensation in
line with the market. This started with the classification and compensation plan and has
continued with regular funding of the plan. We know from recent recruitment
experience that our wages for certain positions still lag the market. For this reason
Town Meeting appropriated and the Board approved a contract to update the non-
union compensation schedule. Freezing wages now will put us further behind the




market. In addition, it has a terrible effect on employee morale, which is suffering
greatly from perceived lack of support. Finally, freezing wages for just non-contractual
positions creates inequity between contractual and non-contractual personnel, further
worsening morale.

Town Hall Hours: The topic of Town Hall hours, i.e. closing on Fridays, comes up every
few years. We looked at it in 2012 after the override was voted down and we had to
close a $417,728 deficit. It is my understanding that it was also discussed from time to
time prior to my arrival. Utility savings from going to a four day week are modest and
when we looked at it in 2012 we estimated savings at only a few thousand dollars.
Closing Town Hall on Fridays is unlikely to provide significant savings unless
employee hours are reduced. This must be done carefully to avoid unintended
consequences in service delivery and revenue generation. That being said, I believe that
Town Hall is open more hours than it needs to be to adequately serve the public.
Similar communities in the area and around the State are open fewer days/hours than
Townsend and there is no indication that service delivery suffers. Technology can be
used to compensate for reduced hours. While the hours of operation is worth exploring
it should be evaluated through the lens of improving efficiency going forward and not
as a solution to the current deficit.

Curbside Trash Collection: Trash tonnage is dropping which in turn lowers the Town’s
tipping costs. This is a good sign and offers a potential savings going forward. I
recommend reducing the line item from $644,000 to $619,000, a savings of $25,000.

Council on Aging: The COA has requested additional hours for the Director. Due to the
aging population the demands on the COA and Senior Center are increasing and are
going to continue to increase. I believe the Town must find the means to fund
additional hours for the COA in order to meet these increasing demands. However, in
light of the current situation I cannot recommend including the additional hours at this
time. This will save $5,127. If additional funds become available later in the fiscal year I
recommend adjusting the budget to fund the additional hours.

Library: The Library has requested increased funding to support increased hours for the
Director, Children’s Librarian, and Assistant Children’s Librarian. As the Library
demonstrated recently, statistics show that circulation and patron visits, among other
metrics, continue to increase. I believe additional hours are warranted in order to
accommodate the continuing growth. However, in light of the current situation I cannot
recommend including the additional hours at this time. This will save $28,066. If
additional funds become available later in the fiscal year [ recommend adjusting the
budget to fund the additional hours.

Recreation Commission: The Recreation Commission has requested $20,400 to fund a
portion of the Director’s salary. The Recreation Commission states that it recalls the loss
of general fund support was promised as a temporary measure. However, there is no
indication from the record that this is so. The Recreation Commission has a source of
revenue that can offset its expenses. I recommend against a general fund appropriation
for the Recreation Commission, thereby saving $20,400.
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Health Insurance: I received our renewal rates late last week. This allowed me to project
the health insurance budget. Based on current census and expected changes I believe we
can reduce this line item to $1,009,378, a savings of $86,605. This reduction preserves a
cushion in this line item that can be tapped if the other recommendations are not to the
Board’s liking.

Stabilization: As I pointed out last week, the Town transferred $200,000 to the
Stabilization fund in January. Stabilization or rainy day funds are established to provide
funding for future events. The State has historically used its Stabilization fund or other
reserves to hold harmless or minimize the impact on local aid distributions. The North
Middlesex Regional School District is using $300,000 of its excess and deficiency (E&D)
to reduce member towns” assessments in FY16 and Nashoba Tech is proposing to use
more than $500,000 of its E&D. Prudent use of Stabilization and other reserves is an
accepted and widespread practice. Bond rating agencies place emphasis on a
community’s Stabilization fund balance, but a modest use of Stabilization is unlikely to
impact the Town'’s excellent Aa3 bond rating. I recommend using Stabilization to fund
the difference in order to avoid personnel and service cuts.

Revenues: In speaking with Vicki Tidman she believes we can reasonably estimate new
growth at $110,000, $10,000 more than initially projected. Local receipts are projected at
95% of the FY14 actual receipts. This is a reasonable assumption and it leaves room for a
slightly more aggressive projection. At this time I prefer to make no changes to the local
receipts projection. If the Board is uncomfortable with the use of Stabilization as I have
outlined we can capture additional revenue from local receipts.

Local Aid to Cities and Towns: The State budget is not final and it could be several
months before it is adopted. Additional local aid is possible, though it is likely to be
modest.

Future Steps: One of the ideas that came out of the Finance Committee discussion had
to do with our entire approach to budgeting. One member suggested that the entire
budget be pulled apart and each piece analyzed. This is a worthwhile exercise and I
would support such an approach. With increasing challenges on both the revenue side
and expenditure side we will not be able to go along as we always have. However, with
just three weeks until Town Meeting there is not sufficient time to do this for FY16. If
we can close the FY16 deficit we can look to revise our budget process going forward. It
will require the participation of all players and a commitment to work for the greater
interests of the Town. If we continue to do things that bog us down we will never move
forward. Solving our budget challenges will only be accomplished by looking at the big
picture. I look forward to such a new approach.

Summary: The measures I have outlined, plus a couple of smaller adjustments, result in
expenditure reductions of $169,646. That, combined with the additional $10,000 in new
growth, brings the deficit to about $70,000. The remaining deficit can be erased through
a modest use of Stabilization.
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Funding Source

Capital
Stabilization [Available Funds
Board of Selectmen Streetlight Purchase 25,000
Cemetery & Parks Zero Turn Mower 19,000
Fire-EMS Radio Control Fire Alarm Boxes Phase 2 54,000
Police Radio Replacement 10,000
Town Clerk Voting Machines 21,000
Water Witch's Brook Repairs 34,000
Vehicle 20,000
Total 75,000 108,000




TOWNSEND COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMEN
P. O. Box 137
70 Brookline Road
Townsend, Massachusetts 01469

Erving M. Marshall, Jr. 978-597-2242
Director of Communications 978-597-6214
To: Board of Selectmen

From: Erving M. Marshall, Jr., Director of Communications

Re: National Public Safety Telecommunications Week

Date: April 10, 2015

This year, April 12-18 is being celebrated nationally as National Public Safety

Telecommunications Week, which is celebrated annually to honor the thousands of men and
women who respond to emergency calls, dispatch emergency service professionals and

21

equipment, and render life-saving assistance to the citizens of the United States and throughout

this community.

[ am pleased to announce that the Town of Townsend employs dedicated full and part-time
Telecommunicators that are second to none. I am amazed by their abilities, dedication,

professionalism and devotion that I witness first-hand every day. The stressful and demanding
Job that they do is often overlooked as their faces are rarely seen in an emergency, however, they
are at the center of our emergency services and without them, all emergency services would fail,

Please join me in recognizing this group of dedicated individuals.

Cc: Communications Supervisor
Bulletin Board
File
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For Immediate Release April 10, 2015

Presidential Proclamation -- National Volunteer Week,
2015

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK, 2015

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

As a Nation, our greatest resource is our people. We each have the power 1o strengthen the fabric of our society
and make the world a better place. Every day, Americans across the country realize this enormous potential
through service to others and by giving back to their communities. During National Volunteer Week, we recognize
those who embrace a life of active, energelic, and engaged citizenship, and we reaffirm our belief that all people
have something to contribute to the American story

This spirit of service is deeply embedded in our culture and vital to our nalional character. It reflects the idea thal
we are each our brothers' and our sisters' keepers, and it is a core part of being an American. Through service,
ordinary people can make an extraordinary impact. In limes of tragedy, volunteers are a source of comfort and
resilience; in places of great need, they offer hope and renew our faith that a brighter day lies ahead: and in small
neighborhoods and bustling cities, these dedicated individuals help build ladders of opportunity for people of all
ages and backgrounds. Volunteers - often with few resources and little recognition -- make enormous sacrifices to
lift up the people around them as well as those they may never meet. As they do, they give new life to the values
that bind us together as Americans and to the promise that those who love their country can change it.

My Administration is working to empower more Americans with opportunities to give back to their neighborhoods
and to our country, and we are committed to supporting those who already do. That is why we created a lask force
to find new ways to expand and improve national service. And last year we launched the Employers of National
Service initiative bacause we know those who are passionate about making a difference in their communities have
the talents and experience to bolster our Nation's workforce. Through the Corporation for National and Community
Service, we are investing in programs like AmeriCorps and Senior Corps, and we have expanded the scope of
these opportunities -~ initiatives such as School Turnaround AmeriCorps, justice AmeriCorps, and STEM
AmeriCorps are focusing on some of our country's most pressing needs.

The unending task of perfecting our Nation does not fall o any one person or to our Government alone -- and the
solutions to the problems we face do nol lie beyond our reach. We must enlist all Americans in the effort to build a
better fulure for the nexl generation, and we should each make service a lifelong commitment. Together, we can
work to meet our Nation's challenges, not just for one day, bul every day. This week, lel us renew cur commitment
to this important cause and rededicate ourselves to the work ahead.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, BARACK OBAMA, President of the Uniled States of America, by virtue of the authority
vesied in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 12 through April 18,
2015, as National Volunteer Week. | call upon all Americans to observe this week by volunteering in service
projects across our country and pledging to make service a part of their daily lives. To find a service opportunity
nearby, visit www . Serve.gov.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, | have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand
fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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Aptil 14, 2015 3:56 PM EDT

Five Facts About the Gender Pay Gap:
On Equal Pay Day, we face a siubborn and
troubling fact: Despite women’s gains, a large
gender pay gap still exists.

Apiil 14, 2015 3:46 PM EDT
Today's Important Step to Strengthen
Retirement Security

The Department of Labor is proposing to update
rules to protect Americans saving for retirement
and crack down on conflicts of interest in
retirement advice that are cosling middle-class and
working families billions of dollars every year.

April 13, 2015 6:32 PM EDT

In Photos: The President’s Trip to Jamaica
and Panama

President Obama headed to Kingston, Jamaica for
a town hall with the Young Leaders of the
Americas. He went on to Panama City for the
seventh Summit of the Americas. Check out the
visit in photos.
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