BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MINUTES

Tuesday, March 18, 2008
      Swampscott, MA 01907
A meeting of the Board of Selectmen was held at the Swampscott Public Library, 61 Burrill Street, Swampscott, Mass.  Chairman, Adam P. Forman opened the meeting at 7:30P.M.       
Attendance: Chairman, Adam P. Forman, Vice Chairman, Anthony A. Scibelli, Selectmen Marc R. Paster , Eric A. Walker, Jill G. Sullivan and Town Administrator, Andrew W. Maylor.
Open Session & Liquor Discussion:
Discussion / Hearing on the violations of the alcohol compliance check for the following establishments , – Uno Chicago Grille, Beijing Palace , Thai Thani Restaurant, Hawthorne By The Sea , Paradiso Restaurant , Red Rock Bistro , Fiory’s Market & C& L Package Store. 
Chief Ronald Madigan and  Detective Ted Delano of the Swampscott Police Department and  Investigator  Paul Capurso of the Alcohol Beverage Control Commission updated the  Board on the violations,  and the process and procedures for  conducting  the compliance checks.
Chairman Forman asked each establishment a series of questions. Each establishment addressed the Board and admitted that they had violated the provisions of their liquor license by selling alcohol to an underage individual. No establishment presented information or evidence that the compliance check was flawed in any fashion. 
The Board opened the floor to the Public for any comments or concerns.   
Each Board member had the opportunity to voice their concerns and thank the establishments for their honesty and their time. 

The Board voted 4 to 1 in favor of a motion by Selectman Scibelli to suspend the liquor license of Paradiso Resaurant, 15 Railroad Avenue, Swampscott, Mass for one day on March 28, 2008, seconded by Selectman Walker. Selectman Paster opposed the motion. 

The Board voted 4 to 1 in favor of a motion by Selectman Scibelli to suspend the liquor license of Red Rock Bistro, 141 Humphrey Street, Swampscott, Mass for one day on Friday, March 28, 2008 seconded by Selectman Walker. Selectman Paster opposed the motion. 
The Board voted 4-1 in favor of a motion by Selectman Scibelli to suspend the liquor license of Fiory’s Market, 205 Burrill Street, Swampscott, Mass for one day on Friday, March 28, 2008, seconded by Selectman Walker. Selectman Paster opposed the motion. The Board strongly suggests that all employees become TIPS certified within a timely matter. 
The Board voted 4-1 in favor of a motion by Selectman Scibelli to suspend the liquor license of Beijing Palace, 430 Paradise Road, Swampscott, Mass for one day on Friday, March 28, 2008 seconded by Selectman Walker. Selectman Paster opposed the motion.  
The Board voted 4-1 in favor of a motion by  Selectman Scibelli to suspend the liquor license of Uno Chicago Grille’s , 970 Paradise Road, Swampscott, Mass  for one day on Friday, March 28, 2008, seconded by Selectman Sullivan. Selectman Paster opposed the motion. 

The Board voted 4-1 in favor of a motion by Selectman Scibelli to suspend the liquor license of Hawthorne by the Sea, 153 Humphrey Street, Swampscott, Mass on Friday, March 28, 2008 seconded by Selectman Sullivan. Selectman Paster opposed the motion. 
The Board voted 4-1 in favor of a motion by Selectman Scibelli to suspend the liquor license of C & L Liquors, 26 New Ocean Street, Swampscott, Mass for three days starting on March 26, 2008, March 27, 2008 and March 28, 2008 seconded by Selectman Walker. Selectman Paster opposed the motion. The Board strongly suggested that all employees become TIPS certified within a timely matter. The above establishment has had a prior infraction regarding their liquor license. 

The Board voted 4-1 in favor of a motion by Selectman Scibelli to suspend Thai Thani Restaurant, 406 Humphrey Street, Swampscott, Mass liquor license for three days starting on March 26, 2008, March 27, 2008 and March 28, 2008 seconded by Selectman Walker.Selectman Paster opposed the motion. The Board strongly suggested that all employees become TIPS certified in a timely matter due to the establishment having had prior infractions in the past. 
Discussion:
Resident Jessica O’Gorman updated the Board on steps being taken in the community regarding the “No Place for Hate program. 

Chris Drucas, Chairman of the By Law Committee updated the Board on their continued work with updating the General by Laws of the Town. Mr. Drucas thanked the committee and commented on their hard work and outstanding commitment to this task. 
Scott Sagan, Chairman of Swampscott Little League spoke to the Board regarding new advertising signage on the Forest Ave ball fields that can be rented for a cost of $500.00 each. Andrew W. Maylor, Town Administrator casually suggested to Little League that with the funds from this signage a donation could be made to the Jackson Park Field fundraising group. The board discussed briefly the possibility of restricting the number of signs. The Board voted on a motion by Selectmen Paster to approve the signage at Forest Ave fields with no restriction at this time on the number of signs, seconded by Selectman Walker. Selectman Scibelli recused himself form the above discussion and vote. 

Chief Madigan spoke briefly to the Board and updated them on Officer Thomas Wrenn’s suspension. 

Proclamation:

Chairman Forman read aloud a Proclamation proclaiming April 27, 2008 through May 3, 2008 Holocaust Remembrance week. 
Appointment:
Upon the recommendation of the Town Administrator, the Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectman Walker to re-appoint  Ellen Reardon, 82 Norfolk Avenue, Swampscott , Mass to the Swampscott Cultural Council seconded by Selectman Sullivan.
Votes of the Board:

The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectman Scibelli to accept Chief Madigan’s recommendation of additional disciplinary action against Officer Thomas Wrenn , up to and including termination for the charges set forth in the notice of suspension  dated March 17, 2008, seconded by Selectman Sullivan.   
The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectman Scibelli to appoint Andrew W. Maylor, Town Administrator as Hearing Officer as it pertains to Officer Thomas Wrenn’s suspension seconded by Selectman Sullivan. 
The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectman Paster to open Town Meeting Warrant seconded by Selectman Walker.
The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectman Paster to approve request from the Jewish Federation of the North Shore to hold a one mile walk to commemorate Israel’s 60th Anniversary to be held on June 1, 2008 seconded by Selectman Scibelli. 

The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectman Walker to approve the common victuallers permit for Hot Cheese Pizza, 152 Humphrey Street, Swampscott, Mass pending approval from the Board of Health seconded by Selectman Scibelli. 

The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectman Paster to approve invoice for Kopelman &Paige, P.C. in the amount of $3,379.00 for services through January 31, 2008 seconded by Selectman Scibelli.

The Board voted unanimously on a motion by Selectman Sullivan to approve a request from the recreation department for a one day liquor license permit for the Senior Center on April 9, 2008, April 16, 2008, April 30, 2008 and May 7, 2008 seconded by Selectman Paster. 

Town Administrator’s report:

Andrew W. Maylor, Town Administrator updated the Board of the following:
Renovations to Town Hall including possible date to move back was discussed.
Vandalism at Jackson Park on the new rules and regulation sign was discussed Update of the FY09 Budget.
Selectmen’s Comments: 
Selectman Scibelli commented and recommended that the first time liquor licenses that were in violation should receive a one day suspension and for a second offense should receive a three day suspension. Selectman Scibelli thanked the establishments for their honesty and commitment of taking step to implement changes regarding the serving of alcohol. 
Selectman Walker agreed with the recommendations of Selectman Scibelli and was disappointed with Thai Thani Restaurant due to their second offense with the same employee serving. 
Selectman Sullivan agreed with the recommendation of Selectman Scibelli. Selectman Sullivan commented that the community has a problem with underage drinking and her hope is that the business community supports the efforts in Town to help ensure there are no drinking involving underage children.  

Selectman Paster spoke on the liquor license violations and did not agree with the members of the Board when it came to handing down suspensions.  Selectman Paster suggested that first time offenders should receive a warning with no punishment and for second time offenders should receive a one day suspension.
Selectman Forman also agreed with majority of the Board on the liquor license violations. Selectman Forman expressed that the penalty needs to set a message that this community will not tolerate underage drinking. Selectman Forman commented that he believes it is not enough to just apologize although he believes each establishment was genuine.  
The Board voted 5-0 in favor on a motion by Selectman Scibelli to adjourn meeting and go into executive session with a roll call vote at 10:30P.M.  seconded by Selectman Paster.
The Board voted 5-0 in favor on a motion by Selectman Scibelli to adjourn executive session with a roll call vote seconded by Selectman Paster at 11:00PM.

Attest:
 Maureen Shultz
Administrative Assistant 

