	Sutton School Committee

Sutton, Massachusetts 01590


The Sutton School Committee met in Room 1A of the Sutton Municipal Center on Monday, May 19th, 2008.

School Committee Members present at the meeting were Ms. Wendy Mead, Esq., Chair, Mr. Paul Brennan, Vice-chair, Ms. Liisa Locurto, Secretary and Ms. Tracey Zuliani.

Administrators present at the meeting were Dr. Cecilia Di Bella, Superintendent, Ms. Susan Rothermich, Business Manager, Ms. Lucille DiLeo, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Mr. Paul Daigle, High School Principal, Ms. Deborah Cimo, Middle School Principal, Mr. Michael Breault, Elementary School Principal, Ms. Lauren Dubeau, Simonian Center Principal, Ms. Margo Austein, SPED Director, Ms. Susan Boutot, Network Manager.

Others present – numerous teachers from the district; Ms. Christina Tuomala, World Language (HS), Ms. Linda Walling, World Language (SC, ES), Ms. Kelly Whittier (MS), Michael Whittier (HS), Ms. Mclean, Technology Specialist (ES.)

Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order

Ms. Mead called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Agenda Item 2 – Citizen Forum

Ms. Linda Walling, World Language Teacher at both the Simonian Center and the Elementary School presented research supporting a case to keep the core foreign language program in the Elementary School curriculum, arguing against the proposal to eliminate the program due to budget constraints.    

Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agenda

Ms. Locurto moved and Ms. Zuliani seconded to approve the minutes of May 5th, 2008 and the Bill Schedule dated May 19th, 2008 as presented.

Carried 3/0, with one abstention

Agenda Item 4 – Student Update

Mr. Dan Hall, who has been elected to the Student Advisory Council and is the new Student Representative, provided an update to the Committee: 

· Students are currently in ‘standardized testing season’, with MCAS and AP testing underway.  An exceptionally high number of students, over 50, have participated in AP testing in the last two weeks.  

· The very successful Senior Prom took place last Friday night at the Biltmore in Providence.  

· It was a successful spring with respect to high school sports.

Agenda Item 5 – Update on FY ’09 Budget
Ms. Rothermich and all school administrators, along with numerous teachers were present to address questions and participate in discussion of the impact of various cuts on the schools, the students and the curriculum.  

Ms. Rothermich presented the cost of heating oil as the biggest increase in the current budget and potential ways to cover the cost.  She also addressed the decrease in Title 1 grant funds by $30,000.  Additionally, looking ahead, FY’10 is expected to be as difficult as the upcoming budget year.  Potential funds that can be ‘tapped’ to help meet the FY’09 budget include the revolving accounts; Circuit Breaker, Homework Helper money, increased pre-school tuition and after-school care.  Various proposals were then presented to meet the budget, including the elimination of two middle school positions, elimination of the World Language Program in the early learning and elementary school grades, reductions to the technology program, elimination of an elementary school secretary position.  As each possibility was considered, the respective administrator(s) and/or teachers presented the impact of those cuts on the program.

Ms. Rothermich discussed the proposal to purchase a van for SPED and Ms. Austein stepped forward to provide an update on what is currently known about the status of SPED in the district.  

Agenda Item 6 – Review Policy on Student Parking

Mr. Daigle, Mr. Breault and Ms. Dubeau stated that from their perspective, there are no reportable issues or concerns regarding student parking at this time.  In general, the students have been respectful of the school property and people and they do not believe that there are any problems.  However, continuous monitoring is recommended.  Discussion ensued about possible ways to structure the parking lot next year so that it is safer for all.

Agenda Item 7 – Discuss Revision to 2008-2009 School Calendar
Dr. Di Bella presented a potential revision to the upcoming school calendar, which offers a possible way to reduce the number of days that students are in building during high heating days, allowing the heating to be decreased in the building for a number of days, potentially saving a substantial amount of money in heating costs.  Her suggestion is to close the school buildings completely from 12/20/08 – 1/5/09 and extend the school calendar either by beginning the school year earlier (in August) or ending the school year later in June, or possibly eliminating the February vacation.  The Committee did not support this measure to change the calendar as presented.  
Agenda Item 8 – Review School Use Policy and Fees

Ms. Locurto moved and Ms. Zuliani seconded to increase the Building Use Fees to $35 per half day and $70 per full day for Town Affiliated use (from $20 and $40, respectively) and to $250 (from $200) for non-Town Affiliated and For Profit Organizations.









Carried 4/0

Agenda Item 9 – Superintendent’s Update
Dr. Di Bella reported the following:

· Congratulations to Mr. Matt Milaszewski, High School business teacher, whose class finished second in the State Stock Market game!  They missed 1st place by .3% of a point.  

· On Wednesday, 5/22, there will be a chorus concert, lead by High School music teacher, Sandy Kerr.

· Congratulations to the music program for another excellent spring concert series.  

· Congratulations to the Community Service Learning Program for the recent ice cream social, which was both great fun and a great learning experience as information about this year’s projects was on view.

· It is currently ‘MCAS season’ for the next week and a half, and again in June.

· Hats off to Debbie Cimo, Middle School Principal for her Second Step Bullying and Teasing program.  It has been so successful that the model is being used on a national level!

· Many thanks to the community members who came out in support of the school district at the town meeting last week!

· Sutton High School graduation, which will take place at 6:00 p.m. on June 6th, is less than a month away. 

Mr. Brennan interjected a special ‘thank you’ to Dr. Di Bella for her role in serving ice cream at the Community Service Learning Program ice cream social event; she was one of the many people that contributed!

Agenda Item 10 – New Business, Agenda Items, Action Items
None at this time.

Agenda Item 11 – Adjournment to Executive Session
Mr. Brennan moved and Ms. Locurto seconded a motion at 10:06 p.m. to adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing collective bargaining.  









Carried 4/0

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carol S. Colena

Recording Secretary 
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