	Sutton School Committee

Sutton, Massachusetts 01590


The Sutton School Committee met in the Broadcast Studio of the Sutton Public Schools on Monday, November 19, 2007.

School Committee Members present at the meeting were Ms. Wendy Mead, Esq., Mr. Paul Brennan, Ms. Tracey Zuliani and Ms. Liisa Locurto.

Administrators present at the meeting were Dr. Cecilia Di Bella, Superintendent and Ms. Susan Rothermich, Business Manager. 

Also present were Mrs. Mary Campbell, teacher of Broadcast Journalism class and Amanda Copeland, Student Representative.

Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order

Ms. Mead called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. by welcoming Carol Colena, the new recording secretary and thanking Ms. Locurto for the minutes from the November 5th meeting.

Agenda Item 2 – Citizen Forum

No one wished to speak.

Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agenda

Mr. Brennan moved and Ms. Locurto seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.









Carried 4/0


Agenda Item 4 – Student Update

Amanda Copeland, Student Representative, gave an update of the very many recent and upcoming student activities and events at the high school, including the following:

· A recent first Student Council event, which had a Thanksgiving theme.

· The Juniors versus Seniors football game, which had good attendance (the Juniors won in overtime).

· Financial Aid information meeting for the parents of seniors. 

· The Prom Committee will be meeting to discuss the prom, which will be at the Biltmore in Providence, RI.

· Today, November 19th, there is a parents meeting about the senior trip to Florida.

· On November 20th, there will be a presentation to the 11th and 12th graders regarding MRSA for 11th, 12gth graders (the 9th and 10th graders have already had this presentation).  

· On November 26th, Congressman Neal will address the Senior Class.

· November 26th is the official start of winter sports.  

· ‘Movie Night’ in the cafeteria – pajama theme.  ‘Transformers’ is the movie.

· November 29th is the Fall Athletics Awards Ceremony.  

· December 13th - Christmas band concert.  

· December 15th - casual holiday dance from 7:00 – 11:00 p.m.  

· December 17th - Variety Show dress rehearsal, which will be a fundraiser - $1 admission charge.

Agenda Item 5 – Review Policy for Management of Life-threatening Allergies

This draft policy incorporates recommendations from the school nurses.  Ms. Locurto and Mr. Brennan will finalize the wording and the draft will be posted on the website for public comment.  It will be an agenda item at the next two School Committee meetings, after which time, it will be put to a vote.  The Committee welcomes comments. 

Agenda Item 6 – Discuss 2008-2011 Capital Plan

Ms. Rothermich presented the existing Capital Plan and discussed items and priorities that are expected to be on the 2008-2011 Capital Plan.  Top priorities and new items include a new roof for the Early Learning Center, replacement of inadequate smoke detectors, replacement of the carpet in the high school cafeteria with tile, repairs to the stone wall along Boston Road, improvements to the boilers in the core building, enhancements to the security system and continued replacement of furniture and fixtures.  School administrators will be meeting next week, at which time they will compile their items.  The revised Capital Plan will be presented at the next meeting.  

Agenda Item 7 – Adopt FY ’09 Budget Schedule

Ms. Zuliani motioned and Mr. Brennan seconded a plan to hold a budget planning meeting on December 17th, with the budget draft scheduled for completion on January 7th, 2008.  The agenda for the meeting on January 28th will be limited to a public hearing on the budget.  A final vote on the budget will be taken on February 4th. 








Carried 4/0

Agenda Item 8 – Discuss Proposal for Purchase of Telephone Notification System

Ms. Rothermich outlined the benefits, costs and possible funding sources for Connect Ed, the preferred vendor for a phone notification program for the school system.  While not in the current budget, the administrators strongly recommend its purchase now for safety and security reasons.  A discussion ensued about whether or not there is a critical need for such a program and if this is the best use of funds tagged for “technology”.  The Committee also discussed whether there is justification for spending out-of-budget money now rather than waiting to put such a program in place when it can be paid for with budgeted money.

This will be readdressed and finalized at the next meeting on December 3rd.  In preparation for the next meeting, the Committee is seeking the following:

· A budget line item for this system.  

· Assurance that unlisted numbers will remain confidential.  

· Draft Guidelines for Usage, similar to what other towns have done.

Agenda Item 9 – Discuss Proposal for After-School Transportation

Ms. Zuliani moved and Ms. Locurto seconded a motion to move forward with the After-School Transportation proposal allowing the school to provide minibus or van transportation to students staying after school for academic purposes only.  Those students without bus passes will be charged $1.00 per day, those with passes will not be charged.









Carried 4/0

Mr. Brennan proposed an evaluation of the program after the expenditure of $1,000.00.  

Agenda Item 10 – Approve Surplus Property Items

The town-wide list of surplus property items is generated annually.  As these items were purchased with public funds, the public has the option of bidding on these surplus items.  Two table saws are to be removed from the list and a different one is to be added.  Ms. Zuliani moved and Mr. Brennan seconded to approve the surplus property items list.









Carried 4/0

Agenda Item 11 – Superintendent’s Update

Dr. Di Bella reported the following:

· The Chain of Lights event in Sutton, which will occur on December 1st from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., will be very family and wallet friendly this year.  It is an all-day event and the school is one of approximately sixteen stops along the route.  It will culminate with the tree lighting in the town center at 5:30 p.m. There will be much to do and fun to be had at all locations.  Santa will be in attendance.

· The Weather Bug, which was funded in part by a SEFT grant and with funds from the PTO, has been installed.  It will be fully functional upon final calibration  

· There is no school on November 28th for a ½ Professional Development day and ½ teacher/parent conference day.

· SEFT has funded about $14,000 worth of projects this year, including the Horizontal Climb, Advanced Placement Environmental Science, Weather Bug, World Music Drumming, Numbers and Beyond, and Brain Pop.  

· The standards-based report card committee has been meeting with the faculty and staff with the hope of more public awareness.

· Breakfast with Santa will take place on December 8th.

Agenda Item 12 – New Business, Agenda Items, Action Items

Until it is possible to be “live” from the Broadcast Studio at the school, and unless there is a conflict, meetings, including the next meeting, will take place in the Town Hall.  

Agenda Item 13 – Adjournment 

At 8:50 p.m., Mr. Brennan moved and Ms. Zuliani seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carol S. Colena

Recording Secretary 
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