STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
January 06, 2011
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairperson, Jeff Bonja, Donna Grehl, Wendy Lilly- Hansen, Ed Goodwin and Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member) 
Members absent:  Calvin Montigney (Alternate Member).
Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Norman Hill, Terri and Raoul Ricard, Randy Tedetzke, Charles Austin, Patrick McGlone, Tom Clark, Greg Morse, Andrew Cormier, Craig Cormier, Mark Farrell, Charles Caron, Laurie Cormier and Tom Chamberland.
7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA, PLAC and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· EG stated there are no updates for CPA.

· EJ stated PLAC met on 02/11/2010 and DB will give an update at the next Conservation meeting.

· DG stated there have been no LAC meetings.

· TC gave an update to the Commission regarding TMPSC and stated that the Town Administrator has had the RFP for over 3 months.

· EJ stated she will contact the BOS liaison regarding the lack of action.

· JB asked for a date certain of when a response will be received.  
Approval of Minutes:  None.
Walk-ins: 
53 Beach Ave.

· EJ stated that she went out today and did a site visit and took pictures for the proposed removal of 1 maple Tree between the house and Cedar Lake.  EJ stated she took pictures which showed rotting around the trunk of the tree.
· DB stated that 4 Commission members went to the site and the proposed tree to be removed appeared to be dying.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to approve the tree removal.

· DB asked what type of trees will be planted.
· RR stated he doesn’t know.
              Vote:  5/0.

· EJ stated to RR that you can grind the stump but not remove it and she can send RR a list of recommended native plantings. 
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing  (Public Hearing opened on July 15, 2010) Forest Cutting Plan Application on Leadmine Mountain Conservation Land originally prepared by John Clark on behalf of the Sturbridge Conservation Commission.  Plan is currently being revised.
Public Hearing continued to January 20th @ 7:45 p.m.
7:45 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing opened December 2, 2010) NOI DEP #300-837.  Notice of Intent application for the construction of a single family house, septic system, well and associated site work at 3 Cherry Brook Circle.  Application submitted by Land Planning Inc. on behalf of Patrick McGlone.

· EJ read a portion from Town Council’s response regarding inquiry on the previous Order of Conditions that was issued for the Cherry Brook sub-division; “It is my opinion that the undeveloped lots are not subject to the intended restrictions because the restriction was never recorded against any of the undeveloped lots.  Lot #2 and the other undeveloped lots are subject to the limits on the development imposed by the Department of Environmental Protection regulation for riverfront areas 310 CMR 10.58 including the requirements for an alternative analysis.  EJ stated that she recommended to the applicants Attorney and Representative to pursue Alternative #3 as detailed in the submitted Alternatives Analysis dated November 1, 2010 and on “Sketch #3” as provided - the only option is keeping all development out of the 100’ inner riparian zone.  EJ also advised the Attorney and the Representative of Mr. McGlone  that all issues outlined via e-mail dated November 1, 2010 and November 2, 2010 must be addressed should the applicant decide to move forward:
1. NOI Form 3 Resource Area Impacts-Section B must be resubmitted detailing the correct square footage of Riverfront Area alteration being proposed. 
2.   Provide a narrative explaining any square footage being claimed as           “Redevelopment within Previously Developed Riverfront Areas”.

3. A clear limit of work line must be shown on the plan/Erosion and Sediment Controls encircling the work area must be shown on the plan. 
4.  Any and all areas on the site to be left in existing/natural condition must be identified on the plan.

5. Any areas of Riverfront Restoration or Mitigation must be detailed on the    plan.

6. A narrative detailing compliance with 310 CMR 10.58 (4) Riverfront Area General Performance Standards.

· EJ stated that she contacted Bob Levesque at Central MA UMASS Extensions and Irene Delbono at the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs regarding Conservation Restrictions and it was recommended that EJ have restrictions drafted on the remaining lots and to have Conservation hold a bond until the final Order of Conditions and the final Conservation restrictions are recorded at the Register of Deeds.
· Mr. Hill provided a photo of the site to the Commission showing growth where loom is present.
· Charles Austin, an abutter to the lot stated that nothing has been loomed on lot #2.

· Mr. Hill stated there would be no construction within the 100’ buffer of lot #2 and a small Bobcat with a Wheel Barrow would bring in about 4” of enriched top soil and stated that everything on the plan in yellow would be restored.  Mr. Hill also stated in place of the previous proposed Rain Garden EJ suggested that there be a Leaching System.  

· DG asked about runoff.

· Mr. Hill stated the runoff would spill on either side of the driveway.
· EJ suggested a berm or swale and before another set of revisions are done she have a chance to review the submitted revisions.

· Mr. Hill stated that Mr. McGlone has offered to put a conservation restriction on lot #17.

· Mr. Austin discussed the original Order of Conditions.

· EJ stated to Mr. Austin that this would be in the best interest of the Riverfront Area to keep this permit within the purvue of the Sturbridge Conservation Board.  
Public Hearing continued to February 3rd, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing opened 11/4/10 NOI DEP #300-836:  After the fact Notice of Intent application (Enforcement Order issued 8/24/10, ratified 9/2/10) for excavation associated with a single family house addition, retaining walls and associated site work at 148 Lake Road.  Application submitted by Thomas Clark.

· EJ stated Tom Clarke submitted a new plan and no connections are shown between the existing leach pits and the foundation drains.  EJ stated there is no emergency overflow from the existing leach pits on the plan and if one is necessary TC will need to come before the Commission regarding that.  EJ stated the limit of work line shown on the plan needs to remain the same.
· TC stated the existing leach pit is not part of the proposed plan.

· EJ’s recommendations are: that a string delineating property boundaries be installed by a consulting Engineer prior to the installation of erosion controls and start of site work;  Erosion Controls extend around the entire limit of work on the property (but off the neighbors property);  No additional trees or vegetation be removed from the site and compensation trees be required for the two large trees that had been removed.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DG to approve the plan with the Agents conditions

                    Vote:  5/0. 

8:15 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing opened 12/16/10) DEP #300-838 for the upgrade of the existing iron removal plant including a building addition, concrete pad, piping and drywells at Water Works Drive.  Application submitted by Caron Environmental Consulting on behalf of the Sturbridge Department of Public Works.

· DB stated that the Commission did a site visit and he is in favor of the plan as it stands.

· EJ stated a book and page number is needed for recording.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to approve.

· DG asked about erosion controls.

                     Vote:  4/0.
                      1 abstention by JB.

8:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing to open 1/6/11) DEP #300-TBA for the demolition of an existing cottage and the construction of a new single family house with associated site work at 190 Lake Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering on behalf of Domenico & Alice Lombardi.

· EJ asked about grading contours, if fill is being brought onto the site, drainage and the positioning of the house.
· MF stated the intent is to remove the existing home and rebuild more in compliance with zoning.  MF also stated that drip strips can be used and regarding the drainage there is a slight berm on one side (showed the Commission on the plan).
· DB asked about the house being moved back to take care of the 50’ no build.

· Andy Cormier from Escape Estates stated the house can be pulled back somewhat but he didn’t want to disturb other parts of the site (there is a red and white Oak tree on the property).

· JB asked about stockpiling.

· AC stated there will be no stock piling on the site.

· EG asked the dimension of the existing home.

· MF stated the existing house is 36’ x 21’ and the proposed house is 25’ x 36’.

· WLH asked if the proposed house is one story.
· AC stated the proposed house has the ability to go up. 
· DB asked about moving the proposed house back 5’.

· JK stated he has concerns with the health of the trees if the proposed house is moved back.
· EG stated he would like to stay out of the 25’.

· EJ suggested moving the house back as far as possible without damaging the existing trees.

· MF stated the proposed deck is on piers.

Public Hearing continued to1/20/2010 @ 8:00 p.m.

8: 45 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing to open 1/6/11) DEP #300-TBA for improvements to the existing trail surface and parking area at 46 Holland Road.  Application submitted by Randy Redetzke on behalf of the Town of Sturbridge.
· RR is proposing adding gravel to the site and remove one 4” Ash Tree but was inaudible.
· EJ suggested waiting for response from Natural Heritage before approving.

Consensus to approve pending Natural Heritage review.

Public Hearing continued to 1/20/2010 @ 8:15 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS
Holiday Tree Scavenger Hunt-Drawing for winner:

· The drawing of the Holiday Tree Scavenger Hunt was drawn and the winner was Gavin Bren. 
E-Mail response from MA DF&W on trail repair on Leadmine Mountain related to Dam removal:
· TC stated that the Trails Committee wanted to move forward responsibly spreading gravel on CRC.
· DB stated that as part of the Contractor agreement Mr. Trusdell from F&W would have the trails repaired after the Dam removal to their previous condition.
WPA Funds-Comment from Town Council:

· EJ stated she received a list of what the Commission can use WPA funds for.
NEW BUSINESS
Minor Modifications to Orders of Conditions
66 Mount Dan Road-DEP #300-596:

· EJ stated the applicant contacted her and is still in the process of revising his plans. 
56-58 South Shore Drive-DEP #300-737:

· EJ stated that no plan has been submitted to date from Jalbert Engineering.
Extensions of Orders of Conditions

200 Leadmine Road-Heins Farm-DEP #300-769

· EJ stated that the Order of Conditions expires in 3/11 and RR contacted her requesting a 3 year extension.
MOTION:  By DG, seconded by EG to approve the 3 year extension.

                     Vote:  5/0. 
Request for Certificate of Compliance

Sturbridge Hills-DEP #300-385:
· EJ stated she received a request from the Neal Law Office requesting a Certificate of Compliance without an as built plan.

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by JB to respectfully decline the Certificate of Compliance     without an as built plan.

                    Vote:  5/0.  
Letter Permits
28 Wallace Road-After the Fact Letter Permit:
· EJ stated that she received a complaint thru MA DEP that work was going on without a permit.  EJ stated that she took pictures and identified where the work was taking place and contacted Scott Garieri (property owner) to let him know that the work that was being done was approximately 100’ from the wetland.  EJ stated that SG stated to her that the work taking place was old stumps being buried on the property.  EJ stated the area of disturbance was about a 10’ x 10’. 
· DB stated he did a site visit and agreed with EJ.
Consensus from the Commission to approve the Letter Permit.

· EG abstained since he hasn’t seen the site.
Forest Cutting Plans

Warren Road-Apple Hill Road:
· EJ stated this violation is outside the 100’ buffer but is within the 200’.  EJ stated that the owner had a written approval from Natural Heritage but not from the Commission.  EJ stated she suggested that the owner submit an after the fact Letter Permit for the work that has taken place or a Request for Determination but hasn’t heard back from the owner and suggested a strongly worded warning.
Correspondence
Walmart:

· EJ stated she received a letter from Ceisla Construction that Walmart is using salt which is a violation to their Order of Conditions.  EJ stated she will get in touch with the Manager at Walmart and USM Services.
Recreation Committee:

· EJ stated she received a correspondence from the Recreation Commission that they will be doing some test pits just outside the wetland area regarding their design.
MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by DG to adjourn @ 9:47 p.m.

                    Vote:  5/0.
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