STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
December 1, 2011
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairman, Donna Grehl, Ed Goodwin, Wendy Lily-Hansen, Calvin Montigny (Alternate Member) and Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member).

Members absent:  Jeff Bonja.

Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Jason Dubois and Glenn Krevosky.  
7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA, PLAC, Lakes Advisory Committee (LAC), Trail Committee and Trails Master Plan Steering Committee (TMPSC) update(s).
· EG stated CPA is meeting this Monday December 5th before Town Meeting.

· DB stated there hasn’t been a PLAC meeting.

· DB stated the Trails Committee had a public meeting last night in conjunction with TMPSC with the focus on suggestions relative to Trails.  DB stated there is a questionnaire on the town website regarding trails that will be ready sometime next week for residents to fill out.
· DG stated that LAC met November 17th and was unable to attend.
Approval of Minutes:
MOTION:  By DG, seconded by DB to approve the November 3rd Minutes.
                     Vote:  3/0/1abstention by WLH.
Walk-ins:  None.
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing – (Public Hearing to open December 1, 2011) DEP #300-853 Application submitted by Bertin Engineering Associates, Inc. on behalf of Kelly Pick for the construction of a covered porch with handicapped ramp, removal of asphalt driveway and installation of pavers, partial second floor addition, replacement of a retaining wall and drainage improvement for garage at 60 South Shore Drive.
· EJ stated this proposal has bylaw compliance issues with the expansion of the porch within the 50’.  EJ suggested extending the erosion controls on the north side of the property and an armored outlet for the proposed French Drain in front of the garage.  EJ read the Town Planner’s comments regarding this property into the record.  
· Jason DuBois from Bertin Engineering stated the applicant is proposing to dig out the asphalt along the driveway beginning at South Shore Road down and replace it with pavers.  JD state the existing crushed stone parking area is also proposed to be replaced with pavers along with the parking area above the garage.  JD stated a 4” HDPE drain pipe is proposed to be installed at the entrance to the garage that daylights where the existing house ends.  JD stated rip rap and a sump pump have been added to the plan where the pipe daylights to prevent scour.  JD showed the proposed farmer’s porch with handicap access, the enlarged master bedroom and the retaining walls on the plan.  JD stated the applicant is proposing to remove the brick retaining wall and replace it with a versaloc wall.  JD stated there’s an existing concrete walkway that is proposed to be removed and replaced with grass.

· EG stated he would like a site visit.

· JD stated the proposed porch would be on Sonatubes.

· DG asked about where the runoff would go from the construction of the roof.

· JD stated it could be recharged in the ground.

· DB asked how the water from the driveway will be contained.

· JD stated there is a catch basin there now and the proposed brick pavers will have a Polymeric sand that hardens when dry and softens when wet to allow water to percolate.
· CM suggested using Gator dust.

· EJ asked about gutters and what’s proposed for drainage for the porch.
· JD stated he could run a downspout into an infiltrator or recharge it.
· CM asked what is being used for the proposed trench drain.

· JD stated a 4” or 6” plastic drain with a dip at the outlet and showed the Commission on the plan.

· DB stated he would like more detail where the water opens up to.
· CM asked the square footage of the driveway.

· JD stated 900 square feet.

· EJ suggested staking the porch area prior to site visit.

Power went out @ 7:50 p.m.

Public Hearing continued to December 15, 2011 @ 7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m. Public Hearing-(Public Hearing opened November 17, 2011) Request for Determination of Applicability submitted by EBT Environmental on behalf  of A. R. Belli Development, LLC at 402 & 409 (Old) New Boston Road for work to repair an existing stone culvert.

· The Commission discussed the results of the site visit.

· DB encouraged the work to be done.

· EJ suggested that GK  withdraw the question of “area” from RDA. 
· GK withdrew question of “area” from RDA.

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by DG to issue a Negative Determination under WPA and a positive determination under the local Bylaw.

· DB stated his concerns with increased run off.

· DG provided response to DB’s issues

                     Vote:  2/0/2 abstentions by EG and WLH.

Vote to extend the Public Hearing.
Public Hearing continued to December 15, 2011 @ 7:45 p.m.
OLD BUSINESS
Open Space Update
Open Space Land Use Policies:

· EJ stated LW is continuing to work on putting together a template draft for what the expectations are for use of the lands under conservation management and asked if the Commission has any suggestions to send them in ASAP.  EJ stated a Public Hearing will need to be held regarding this.
· DG asked if EJ could e-mail the Commission what’s on the template so far.
Conservation Commission Site Monitoring:

· EJ stated the Commission is welcome to select a site for monitoring.
Update on Budget:
· EJ stated she accounted for a 10% increase in membership fees and training program costs.  EJ stated she included a request for funds to do several mowings of the Stafford Turnpike Trail on Hein’s Farm for either DPW or to hire out. EJ stated she included another $1,500.00 for hazard tree removal on conservation lands.  EJ stated she also included a 10% increase for lakes monitoring and supplies and mileage reimbursement.  EJ stated the Recreational Trails Master Plan will be completed this year and plans range in cost from 7-24 million dollars, depending on which plan is chosen.  EJ stated the plan would be implanted over the course of 5-20 years.  EJ also discussed additional staff hours for a part time position for a Trails Coordinator.
Update on FEMA Stallion Hill Clean Up:  
· EJ stated she has selected a Contractor for the Stallion Hill clean up and is in the process of having the contract signed and doing the final negotiation with FEMA for reimbursement.  EJ stated she is hoping to start work next week.
NEW BUSINESS

Request for Minor Amendments to Orders of Conditions
DEP#300-662-12 Ridge Hill Road:

· Tabled to the next meeting; question of whether this is a minor change.
DEP#300-827-Burgess School:

· Tabled to the next meeting.
· Bartered use of right of way.
MOTION:  By EG , seconded by DB to table to the next meeting.

                     Vote:  4/0.
Letter Permits

240 Roy Road-Tree Removal Request:

· DB stated the Oak Tree is ok to remove.
· JK stated he does not see a problem with removal.
· CM agreed with JK to remove.
· DB suggested mitigation.
· Birch ok to remove???
· CM stated the Norway spruce does not have much impact on the wetland.
· JK stated he does not feel removal of the Norway spruce and the Maples warrant’s mitigation.
Signatures
3 Cherry Brook Circle-DEP# 300-837:

Forest Cutting Plan

Apple Road/Warren Road:
Correspondence
Notification from Army Corps of Engineers for repairs to Ed Calcutt Bridge and Work to remove trees from the Quinebaug River from the Tornado:

· EG asked EJ to look at the land next to the Quinebaug River that the Army Corp is cleaning debris from.  EG stated he is concerned about siltation. 
Request from Town Administrator for a letter of support for the Sturbridge Retirement Cooperative for a DHCD Grant:

· EJ stated she received an e-mail request for a letter of support from the town boards and the Commission regarding the Sturbridge Retirement Coop for the DHCD (Department of Housing and Community Development Grant) to run a sewer line.
· DB stated he would like more information.
DG left the meeting @ 8:40p.m.
MOTION:  By CM, seconded by EG to adjourn @ 9:00 p.m..
                     Vote:  3/0.
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