STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
October 20th, 2011
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Donna Grehl, Ed Goodwin, Jeff  Bonja and Wendy Lilly-Hansen.
Members absent:  Calvin Montigny (Alternate Member) and Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member).
Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Pat Wondolowski and Kris Hudzik.
7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

Committee Update(s)
CPA, PLAC, Lakes Advisory Committee, Trails Committee and Trails Master Plan Steering Committee:

· EG stated there was no CPA meeting.
· DG stated there is no update for LAC.

· JB stated the meeting for TMPSC is next week.

· DB stated the Trails Committee met last Thursday and has no update.

Approval of Minutes:  None.
Walk-ins:
14 Birch Street-Pat Wondolowski:

· EJ stated that PW from 16 Birch Street contacted her regarding a project for 14 Birch Street that water is flowing off of 14 Birch Street onto her property.
· EJ stated her concerns are the Planter is not constructed per the plan, the contours don’t match the plan, the Swale is not functioning properly, the area is not stabilized and the Hay Bales along the road are channelizing flow down the road.  
WLH arrived@ 7:15 p.m.

· JB asked about the lot being noncompliant.  JB suggested sending a warning letter stating he’s in violation, what the issues are and the home owner come to the next Conservation Meeting to discuss his progress.
· EG suggested 1” to 2” of hay be put down to slow the flow to the Lake.
· PW stated her other concern is that the Hay Bales and Silt Fence are from 2006.
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing-(Public Hearing to open October 20, 2011) Notice of Intent submitted by Green Hill Engineering on behalf of Carol Pappas for work to repair a septic system and associated site work.

· EJ stated the applicant requested a continuance.

· DB stated all the appropriate paper work has been given to EJ.

Public Hearing continued to 11/3/11 @ 8:00 p.m.
7:45 p.m. Public Hearing-(Public Hearing opened October 6th, 2011) Request for Determination of Applicability submitted by Soper Construction Co. on behalf of Sherry Pelski and Kurt Clages to confirm whether the work to repair the private roadway is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act and Town of Sturbridge Wetlands Bylaw. 
· EJ stated in the hill area the road is proposed to be 15’ wide with the addition of a 3’ Swale.  EJ stated the stone Swale extends up to the driveway.  EJ stated she suggested at the last meeting that the BMP manual be attached to the Order of Conditions.

MOTION:  By DG, seconded by DB to accept the plan with added conditions.

Discussion:

· DB asked about the black top grindings.

· Buddy Soper stated pavement is proposed to go over the black top grindings as soon as they are in place.
                     Vote:  4/0/1 abstention by JB.

Discussion reopened:

· EJ stated she will attach a cover letter to the Permit indicating that work cannot be done that is not part of the plan.
· WLH abstained her vote due to not being at the last meeting.
OLD BUSINESS
Request for Minor Modifications to Orders of Conditions
DEP #300-0726:  Cedar Lake-Early Drawdown Request:

· EJ stated Rich Hartley from F & W referred her to the GEIR which is the state recommended BMP’s for lakes drawdown.
· DG stated she is not in favor of an early drawdown (October 22nd) and suggested a permanent tool at the outlet of the lake.
MOTION:  By DG, seconded be EG to approve the November 1st drawdown date.
· JB has no problem with the early drawdown for this year.
· DG stated she will recommend a permanent tool be at all the lakes outlets at the LAC meeting.
· DB shared comments from the conversation with Randy Daniels.
· PW commentated on the improved fishing this year.
                    Vote:  4/1opposed by JB.

· WLH withdrew her vote.
Trails Committee-Trolley Line Trail:
· EJ stated she received a request from Tom Chamberland for a minor modification for a washout at the Trolley Line Trail.

· DB stated the washout is 1/10 of a mile up in the back of the yellow pipe on the right hand side.  DB stated TC suggested a 15” Culvert under the road.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by EG to approve the Minor Modification for DEP # 300-840 on the Trolley Line Trail as submitted by TC on 10/14/11.

                     Vote:  5/0.  
NEW BUSINESS
Letter Permits
74 Brookfield Road-Shed:

· EJ stated this is for a proposed Shed 18’ x 12’ placed on 6 footings 71’ from the Wetland.  EJ stated she did a site visit and the area is down slope from the Wetland.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to accept the plan.

                     Vote:  5/0.

18 Westwood Drive:

· EJ stated this is a proposal for 4 footings of a Deck on the same footprint which is over 200’ from the Wetland.
Consensus to approve by the Commission.

Certificate of Compliance

DEP #300-108-Unit 35:

· Discussion by The Commission regarding the COC.
MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DB to issue a partial release Certificate of Compliance for unit #35 of the Sturbridge Hills Development Association at 335 Main Street under DEP #300-108.

                     Vote:  5/0.

Mountain Brook Road Association:

· EJ stated the Mountain Brook Road Association has submitted a request to the Town Administrator and the Board of Selectmen for assistance in keeping with the town’s private road guidance policy.  EJ stated she is going out tomorrow with Greg from DPW to look at it.
FEMA Cleanup at Stallion Hill:

· EJ stated she has solicited 3 Foresters with various proposals for cleanup of the Stallion Hill Conservation Land.  EJ stated she can go with the low bid on opening up just the Trails and then develop a FCP to address the remaining tree safety issues or she can hire the low bidder for the entire site cleanup.
· DB suggested supporting whatever decision EJ makes.
Consensus by the Commission that hazards be removed, leave some slash and whatever material is left will be taken out by volunteers.

Shepard Parcel:
· EJ stated she was asked by the Finance Committee if the Commission has adopted a land use policy for the Shepard Parcel.  EJ asked that the Commission come up with ideas for PLAC.
Project Monitoring:
· DB stated he would like EJ to make a list of projects she has been monitoring for the next meeting.
MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by JB to adjourn @ 8:40 p.m.

                     Vote:  5/0.
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