STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

November 04, 2010 Minutes

DRAFT
Members present:  Donna Grehl, Wendy Lily-Hansen, Ed Goodwin, Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member) and Calvin Montigny (Alternate Member).

Members absent:  

Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Gerald Giroux, Danny Correia and Thomas Clark.

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

Approval of Minutes:

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by JB to approve the 10/07/10 Conservation Minutes.

                    Vote:  5/0.

CPA, PLAC, LAC and Trail Master Plan Steering Committee update(s).

· DG stated there was no LAC meeting.

· JB stated there was no Trail Master Plan Steering Committee meeting.

· EG stated there was a CPA meeting Monday and the discussion was focused on the Habitat for Humanity on how to allocate the $125,000 that the town approved for the use of 2 homes.

· DB stated that PLAC held a meeting to finalize their objectives and came up with a general public meeting for 2:00 p.m. Sunday @ CRC to put up signage.

Walk-ins:  

89 Shore Road-Letter Permit:

· DB stated this is a letter permit for the proposal to remove 6 trees and prune 1 tree at 89 Shore Road. 

· JK stated he is in favor of removing tree numbers 2, 3 and 5, not removing numbers 4 and 7 and tree # 6 is proposed to be pruned. 

· DB stated he is in favor of removing tree numbers 1-5 and pruning 6 and 7.

· EG stated he is in favor of removing tree numbers 1-5 and pruning 6 and 7.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to remove tree numbers 1-5 and prune tree number 6.

                     Vote:  5/0.

Discussion amongst Commission regarding tree number 7.

· JK is in favor of pruning tree number 7.
· EG is in favor of pruning tree number 7.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by WLH to prune tree number 7.

                    Vote:  5/0.

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing-(Public Hearing opened on July 15, 2010) Forest Cutting Plan Application prepared by John Clark on behalf of the Sturbridge Conservation Commission.

· JK stated that he spoke with the State Ethics Board and an Attorney in regards to getting his forestry license and being an Associate member of the Conservation Commission.  JK stated the response was that it was not a conflict of interest as long as JK is not a voting member of the Conservation Commission.  JK stated that he is going thru the license application process.

Public Hearing continued to November 15, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m. at the Senior Center. 

7:45 p.m. Public Hearing-(Public Hearing to open November 4, 2010 NOI DEP #300-836:  After the fact a single family house addition, retaining walls and associated site work at 148 Lake Road.  Application submitted by Thomas Clark.

· EJ stated there are no specifications shown on the plan for proposed retaining walls, it’s not clear if the topography shows existing or proposed conditions, there are two large diameter trees previously removed from the site without a permit and the locations are not indicated on the plan.  EJ stated there’s an existing leach pit for roof drainage.  EJ asked if the roof drains for the proposed structure will be tied into the existing leach pit.  EJ stated there are no dimensions shown for the steps entering the addition or what material they will constructed of.  EJ stated there is no mitigation in regards to plantings shown on the plan and her observation shows recent disturbance around the driveway leading to the lake and requested proof that the driveway leading to the lake was pre-existing.

· TC discussed the plan with the Commission and stated that proposed drains will tie into the existing drains, there will be no fill brought onto the site and the topography will not change.  TC stated he owns another lot and will store extra material there which will be removed from the site.

· DG suggested no stock piling and asked about the existing deck.

· TC stated there is a portion of the existing deck where the house addition is proposed which would be removed.

· DB asked about the existing retaining wall, unpermitted work, lack of erosion controls, the 25’ no disturb and mitigation for the large oak trees that were removed.

· EJ stated she will send a list with noted conditions to TC.

Public Hearing continued to 11/15/10 @ 7:45 p.m. to be held at the Senior Center.

Site Compliance

152 Main Street:

· EJ stated that the owner of 152 Main St. and the logger received an approved FCP from DCR that she received today for additional cutting and Marty Jalonski from DEP conceded that the stream in question is an intermittent stream.  EJ stated that Art Allen from Eco-Tech did the delineation and EJ recommended that an emended Enforcement Order be issued and that the owner file a Request for Determination to confirm all resource area boundaries on the property and as soon as permission to move forward has been granted by all jurisdictional authorities and the site is stable the logs blocking the stream be removed. 
MOTION:  By DG, seconded by DB to issue the amended Enforcement Order.

                    Vote:  5/0.
61 Clark Road:

· EJ stated that she received correspondence yesterday from Art Allen from Eco-Tech and restoration work is scheduled to commence on Saturday and AA will be on site.
7:50 p.m. OTHER BUSINESS (As time allows)

OLD BUSINESS

Rescheduled November 15, 2010 Conservation meeting to be held at the Senior Center.

Private Roads:

· EJ stated that she drafted and sent a document in September requesting assistance from the Town Administrator which hasn’t been returned to her yet.

· DB suggested a general mailing to every homeowner who abuts a lake regarding BMP.

OSV Parking Area and Trail Easement Issue:

· EJ stated that she received comments from the OSV Board of Directors regarding the easement for the handicap access trail which she forwarded to the Town Administrator.  EJ stated she received an e-mail from the TA today that she forward the information to Town Council.
Wetland Bylaw Regulations:

· EJ stated that she requested assistance from MACC and the Town Administrator regarding the Wetland Bylaw Regulations.  EJ stated that Tom Creamer (Chairman of Board of Selectman) suggested that EJ provide quarterly updates to the BOS for the Conservation projects which she is in the process of drafting.
8:00 p.m.  
NEW BUSINESS

Minor Modifications to Order of Conditions

66 Mount Dan Road-DEP #300-596:

· EJ stated this is a proposal to install a stone trench at the base of the rip rap apron.  EJ stated the culvert pipe that was previously there was 6” which is proposed to be enlarged.  EJ stated there is 7” rip rap proposed around the culvert pipe and place the 8” corrugated pipe and top it with crushed stone.  EJ stated they are also proposing to do some stone retaining walls around the foundation to improve drainage and install two decks with an impervious brick paver patio.
· JB asked about the limit of work line and erosion controls.
· Dan Correia stated that the erosion controls would be moved while work is being done and then put back.
· EG suggested moving the erosion controls and stated that the patio lakeside is within the 50’ no structure.  EG asked if Greg Morse (DPW Director) has approved the depth, strength and coverage of the culvert going under the public Right of Way and asked about the proposed deck.
· EJ stated she has not given this plan to GM yet.
· DC stated that the proposed deck has stairs but not a roof.
MOTION:  By JB, seconded by WLH to approve the drainage culvert and drainage improvements as shown on the plan provided by Green Hill Engineering dated 10/29/10 and the hand drawn culvert rendering that’s provided by Dan Correia with the approval by Greg Morse and moving the erosion control line.

Discussion amongst the Commission regarding all the details from plans 1 and 2 and moving them to the main plan.

                   Vote:  4/1 opposed by EG.

Public Hearing continued to November 15, 2010 pending the submission of the plan.
Extensions to Orders of Conditions

16 Birch Street-DEP #300-625:

· EJ stated that she received a request for an extension to an Order of Conditions for 16 Birch Street.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to approve the extension to the Order of Conditions.

                     Vote:  5/0.

Emergency Certification

Request for Certificate of Compliance

40 Tannery Road-DEP # 300-559:

· EJ stated that she did a site visit and the backyard is fully stabilized with a thick layer of grass.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DB to approve the Certificate of Compliance.

                     Vote:  5/0.
Sign Permit

34 Goodrich Road-DEP #300-835:

Correspondence:

Fining Process:
· EJ stated that she sat with the Board of Health Agent to go over the fining process in regards to violations with cease and desists.
Open Space Update 

Hein’s Farm Kiosk:

· EJ stated that she gave USDA the go ahead to install an informational kiosk for early successional habitat and provide and install the signage.
Adopt A Trail:

· EJ stated that Leslie Wong has been working on putting together a standard signage component for Adopt A Trail which LW will get a sample for the Commission to look at.
Tombeno Family Application for Adopt A Trail:
· EJ stated an application has been submitted by the Tombeno Family to adopt the Stafford Turnpike Trail on the Hein’s Farm property with a sign that would say:  Trail adopted by the Tombeno Family in loving memory of Ollie Tombeno.  EJ stated the family is also proposing to install a stone at the top of the hill next to the bench that’s already there that would say; Ollies Outlook; Now, Voyager, Sail thou forth to seek and find by Walt Whitman.

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by JB to approve the Tombeno proposal as presented by EJ.

                     Vote:  5/0.

Holiday Scavenger Hunt:

· EJ stated that the Holiday Scavenger Hunt is moving forward with a kick off the Friday after Thanksgiving.
Hazardous Trees on Hein’s Farm:

· EJ stated that she is having the student Interns go out and identify on a map the locations for potential hazardous trees on Hein’s Farm.
8: 30 PM SITE VISIT SCHEDULE

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by WLH to adjourn @ 9:15 p.m.

                     Vote:  5/0.
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