STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

October 21, 2010 Minutes

7:00 P.M.-Open Meeting - Quorum check.

Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairperson, Ed Goodwin, Donna Grehl, Wendy Lilly-Hansen, Jeff Bonja, Calvin Montigny (Alternate Member), and Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member).

Members absent:  

Also Present:  Erin Jacque (EJ), Conservation Agent, Keith Leaning, Mark Farrell, Mary Blanchard and Fred Gunn (not signed in).

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

Approval of Minutes:  

September 16, 2010:

MOTION:  By DG, seconded by DB to approve the minutes for 09/16/10.

                    Vote:  3/0.

                     1 abstention by JB. 

COMMITTEE UPDATES

CPA, PLAC, Lakes Advisory Committee (LAC), Trail Committee and Trails Master Plan Steering Committee update(s). 

· DB stated that the PLAC meeting is scheduled for 10/28/10.

· DG stated that there was no LAC meeting this month.

· EG stated that the CPA meeting was held this past Monday and the focus of conversation was on the Hall Estate; the house has been sold without the surrounding property on Hall Road with talk of 14 homes to be built on the property. 

· JB stated in regards to the Trails Master Plan the RFP (Request for Proposals) is now with the Town Administrator for review and has been reviewed by Town Council.  

Walk-ins:  

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing - (Public Hearing opened on July 15, 2010) Forest Cutting Plan Application prepared by John Clarke on behalf of the Sturbridge Conservation Commission.

· EJ stated that she contacted Fish & Wildlife and was told that they will require a Forester to sign off on any resubmitted documentations for reconsideration.  EJ stated that she contacted Barbara Barry regarding Joe Kowalski getting his Forestry license and she felt that it was a conflict of interest.  EJ stated that she also checked with the Town Administrator and he felt it was a potential conflict of interest as well as an ethical issue.  EJ stated that she contacted MA Audubon regarding a quote for the FCP.

Discussion amongst the Commission regarding the Forest Stewardship Program/Forest Cutting Plan revisions and how to proceed.

Public Hearing continued to November 4th, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.

7: 45 p.m. Public Hearing - (Public Hearing opened 10/7/10) Notice of Intent Application DEP # 300-835 for the repair of a holding tank and associated site work.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Keith & Holly Leaning.

· Mark Farrell from Green Hill Engineering stated this is for the installation of a proposed holding tank with an E 1 grinder pump installed in the basement and then pumped to just off the road to a 2,000 gallon holding tank.  MF stated that the tank that is there now will be left in place and filled with sand.

· JB asked about the slope retention during overflow.

· EJ stated the drinking water supply is about 10’ away from the proposed holding tank.

· MF stated that the holding tank has to be recorded on the deed.

· EJ stated her concern is that there are erosion controls running down the boundary line from construction next door and it’s creating a washed out swale going down the slope.  

· MF stated that a catch basin could be installed with a concrete apron around it and a 6” flexible corrugated pipe that will carry down the slope, burying that with rip rap on top.

· DB asked about tree removal.

· MF stated that about three trees will need to be removed; a 14”, 10” and 8” hardwood.

· Fred Gunn expressed concern about elevation dimensions, existing contours of the site and where the proposed tank will lie not being on the plan.

· DB asked MF if it’s a problem to put the dimensions on the plan.

· EG asked what the dimension of the proposed tank is.

· MF stated the proposed tank is 10’ long x 7.5’ wide x 6.5’ tall.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DG to approve.

· EJ asked that the specifics on the drainage channel be provided.

· EG stated if blasting is necessary the Commission will need more information.

                    Vote:  5/0.

7:50 p.m. OTHER BUSINESS (As time allows)

OLD BUSINESS

South Shore Drive-Godin:  Plan modification to Superceding Order approved by DEP:

· EJ stated to the Commission that she sent a letter to DEP and spoke to Phil Nadeau regarding the South Shore Drive plan modification to the Superceding Order that was approved by DEP. 
Rescheduled November 15, 2010 Conservation meeting:

· EJ stated she is looking for a site for the November 15th, 2010 Conservation meeting.
SPAHO Conservation Land Donation-Vote:

· EJ stated that she spoke with the Town Planner regarding the SPAHO land donation and it was recommended that the vote be withheld contingent upon the Planning Board approval and DPW acceptance of the Sub-Division because drainage structures from the Sub-Division are located on this piece of property.  EJ recommended that a motion be made formally accepting the gift of land for the SPAHO Sub-Division open space parcels conditioned upon the land being formally accepted after final approval by Planning Board and DPW that the subdivision is complete.
· EG asked if a letter could be drafted regarding why the Commission hasn’t accepted this land yet.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DB to approve.

· EJ stated she will put in writing to Mr. Regep that the Commission has made this motion and as soon as the Sub-Division is accepted the Commission will accept the land

                    Vote:  5/0.

NEW BUSINESS

8:00 p.m.

Expansion of the Conservation Commission from 5-7 members:

· DB stated that he spoke with Board of Selectman regarding the Commission going from 5 to 7 members and their response was that it needs to go before town meeting.
· EG expressed his concern going to 7 members as more cumbersome.
Letter Permits

Public House-Parking Area Expansion:

· EJ stated that she spoke with Mike Glick from the Public House today and they reviewed items that had been requested by the Commission;  EJ stated prior to expansion the dimension of the stone parking area was 80’ X 190’ expanding to 200’ X 190’.  EJ stated the base of the expansion area was tested to be at least 6’ deep of native substrate and approximately 400 yards of ¾” Blue Stone was graded into the sand base and then capped with 3/8” stone to a thickness of 1” for cosmetic purposes.  EJ stated the expanded area will not be utilized in the winter months, there are no plans on paving the stone parking area expansion, a timber retaining wall was installed for stabilization and there’s been no evidence of washout.
· DB suggested issuing a Letter Permit and if conditions arise the Commission will expect a timely response in terms of fixing it.
Consensus amongst the Commission to approve the Letter Permit for the Parking Area Expansion.

83 McGilpin Road-Tree Removal

· CM stated the proposed tree removal at 83 McGilpin Road is the result of construction damage and he has no issues with removing the tree.
Consensus amongst the Commission to approve the Tree Removal.

67 Beach Avenue-Tree Removal:

· EJ stated that she received an emergency request this week for tree removal at 67 Beach Avenue.
· JK stated that the tree is structurally compromised.
Consensus amongst the Commission to remove the tree and leave the stump.

18 & 20 Mt. Dan Road-Tree Removal:

· DB stated he has no issue with the tree removal and information can be included from the WPA regarding pruning and bylaw information regarding vista pruning.
114 Paradise Lane-Retaining Wall Repair:

· EJ stated this is a proposal for a 20’ X 3’ section of a retaining wall repair at 114 Paradise Lane and the owners are waiting for the Big Alum drawdown to begin work.
Consensus amongst the Commission to approve with modifications.

DPW-Installation of Water Valves:

· EJ stated that she received this Letter Permit yesterday from the DPW proposing to install water valves at 142 Main Street out behind vegetation and 118 Main Street; one at about 75’-80’ from the wetland and another about 180’ from the wetland which would prevent flooding of the wetland in an emergency situation.  EJ stated the valves will take one day to install and there will be excavation lasting 4 hours.
Consensus amongst the Commission to approve.

· DB asked EJ to call the DPW Director so work can begin ASAP.
Sites with Compliance Issues:

148 Lake Road:

· EJ stated the applicant of 148 Lake Road submitted their NOI application yesterday.  EJ stated the site appears to be stable, the grass is growing where work had taken place and erosion controls appear to functioning.  EJ stated that the owner of this property has contacted the Building Inspector and Town Planner. 
36-38 Goodrich Road:

· EJ stated that the Cease and Desist for 36-38 Goodrich Road was lifted 10/15/10 upon inspection of erosion and sediment controls.  EJ stated she was at the site yesterday and the stone masons were re-building the un-engineered walls
152 Main Street:

· EJ stated that she sent DEP a letter addressing her concerns with this site and they did another site visit.  EJ stated that the DEP Analyst now feels the “steam” is a stream and not a drainage ditch.  EJ stated that DEP is waiting to hear back from Boston so they can’t take any action on the site but the Commission could amend their enforcement order so the logs blocking the flow of water can be removed.
· DB suggested asking for the logs to be removed.
The Commission wants a site visit.
61 Clarke Road:

· EJ stated that she sent a letter to the owner of 61 Clarke Road that the Commission has approved the restoration plan for this site.  EJ stated she received a phone call from the owner that the work has started.
500 Main Street:

· EJ stated that she sent a letter to the owner of 500 Main Street regarding the cutting that has taken place on the property.
Open Space

Tree Decorating Scavenger Hunt:

· EJ stated that Leslie Wong is working on a “Tree Decorating Scavenger Hunt”.  EJ explained how the “hunt” will work to the Commission.
Hein’s Farm:

· EJ stated that the USDA has agreed to help the Commission put together a sign for the Hein’s Farm describing the Commission’s intent for that property and  will also pay for the sign.
MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DG to adjourn @ 9:10 p.m.
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