STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
September 16, 2010 Minutes
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairman, Donna Grehl, Ed Goodwin, Wendy Lilly-Hansen, Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member), and Calvin Montigny (Alternate Member). 

Members absent:  Jeff Bonja. 

Also Present:  Tom Chamberland, Leonard Jalbert, Kristine and Greg Hudzik, Kathleen Daley, Denise LaChapelle, Richard Paradise, Richard Canavan, Randy Vilandre, Andy St. Laurent, Brandon St. Laurent, Thomas Hitchcock Peter Levesque (not signed in) and Michael W.

7:00 P.M.-Open Meeting - Quorum check as time allows.

CPA, PLAC and Lakes Advisory Committee (LAC) update(s).

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

Meeting opened @ 7:24 p.m.
CPA, PLAC and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· LAC-no meeting.

· CPC-Brick Sidewalks.

Approval of Minutes:  
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to approve the July 15th Minutes.
                     Vote:  4/0.
Walk-ins:  

Leadmine Mountain Trail work:  
· Tom Chamberland stated he is here to modify the approved permit for temporary bridge crossing number 7 at Leadmine Mountain that was issued by the Commission.
· EJ stated that she walked the area where the proposed drainage pipe is to be placed and the area is a dry channel with no vegetation or wetland soils.
· EG agreed with EJ.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by EG to approve the minor amendment for temporary bridge number 7 to include field adjustments as required on the basis of the submitted sketch.
                    Vote:  3/0.
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing - Forest Cutting Plan Application prepared by John Clark on behalf of the Sturbridge Conservation Commission.
Public Hearing continued until October 7, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m. 
7: 40 p.m. Public Hearing - Notice of Intent DEP #300-832 for the demolition of an existing house and the construction of a new house at 22 Mount Dan Road.  Application submitted by Pioneer Environmental on behalf of Kathleen Daley. 
· EJ stated that revisions were sent to her this week by the applicants representative that include:

1.  A pervious patio with a concrete landing and steps on the east side of the house (lake side).

2. A walkway on the southerly side of the house.

3. Landscaped walls on the north side of the house.

4. A walkway with steps on the west side of the building.

5. A proposed grassed swale on the south side of the house.

6. Modifications to the landscaping plan. 

· Peter Levesque from Pioneer Environmental stated that the proposals are:  A patio that is 10’ x 30’, a to planting of 15 trees, an additional 100 square feet of mitigation, a swale directed to a vegetated area for natural filtration and stone at the end of the swale. 
· DG was inaudible.

· CM asked for the square footage where 15 trees are proposed to be planted.

· PL stated roughly 6,000 square feet and 6 trees are proposed for the other side of the road.
· EG asked if the house is being moved back 25’ from the water, and is the square footage going from 1100 to 1900 square feet.

· PL stated yes.

MOTION:  By DG, seconded by DB to approve the modified plan.

                    Vote:  3/0.
8:00 p.m. Public Hearing - Notice of Intent DEP #300-833 for the construction of a single family house at 72 Westwood Drive.  Application submitted by Jalbert Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Gregory Hudzik. 
· EJ stated that the applicant submitted minor revisions to the plan which are:  Incorporation of a perennial Rain Garden, a reduction in the size of the proposed retaining wall and replace the front lawn area with crushed stone on a sand bed.  EJ suggested that maintenance for the proposed storm water structures per the DEP storm water handbook be included in the Order of Conditions which are:  To inspect trash monthly, mow two to twelve times a year as needed, mulch and fertilize annually and remove vegetation and prune annually.  EJ stated for the Settling Basin her recommendation is to inspect for sediment on a monthly basis and clean the sediment four times a year.  EJ stated the basin is 3’ deep so she recommended cleaning the basin when the depth reaches 1’.  EJ stated that DEP recommends cleaning the basin when sediment reaches 3-6’ but this basin is only 3’deep.
· Leonard Jalbert from Jalbert Engineering stated that the DEP file number is 300-833, not 834 as stated by DB.  LJ stated that the settling basin is directly opposite this property on Westwood Drive not on private property.
· EG was inaudible.  
· Andre Cormier from Escape Estates discussed with the Commission crushed stone vs. lawn. 
· DB asked if the canopy will remain the same and suggested a drip strip around the house.
· EJ stated that the requirement of fertilizers can be removed if necessary.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by DG to approve as proposed.

                    Vote:  3/0. 

8:10 p.m. Public Hearing - Notice of Intent DEP #300-834 for the construction of a single family house and associated site work at 79 Fairview Park Road.   CME Associates, Inc. representing Habitat for Humanity.

· EJ stated that she received revised plans this afternoon that showed the proposed deck to be removed from the house.  EJ stated that the house has been shifted 2’ to the north and a half foot to the east so it’s still outside the 50’ no structure area and changes have been made to the grading of the driveway location.  EJ stated the wetlands have been re-flagged and are appropriately placed.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DB to accept the plan dated 9/16/10 as presented.
                    Vote:  3/0.
OTHER BUSINESS
Big Alum Beach Maintenance:

· EJ stated she received notification from the Big Alum Lake Association in July that they will be putting in drains to channel water where gullies have been created by rain storms without using excavation. 
Tree Removal Permit:

· Discussion amongst the Commission regarding the new Tree Removal Permit application.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DB to accept the new Tree Removal Permit.

                     Vote:  3/0.

WLH arrived @ 8:45 p.m.
NEW BUSINESS
8:30 p.m. 
Enforcement Orders Update
152 Main Street-Enforcement Order(Ratify):
· EJ stated she received a complaint this past Tuesday of tree cutting at 152 Main Street.  EJ stated she spoke with Mr. St. Laurent and he was told to cease and desist all work.  EJ stated that she and EG went to the site at 10:30 a.m. that morning and took photos.  EJ stated she had a meeting with the forester Guy LaChance and she’s waiting for advice from DEP and DCR.  EJ stated additional tree cutting had taken place after she was on site with EG.
· Guy LaChance, Forester stated he must have crossed paths with EJ’s site visit and did not finish tree cutting until 12:30 p.m. the day EJ went on the site visit. 
· DB suggested a site visit by the Commission.
· EJ stated to Mr. St. Laurent that no work is to be done until he receives a letter from her lifting the cease and desist. 
MOTION:   By DB, seconded by EG to ratify the Cease and Desist Order.

                      Vote:  3/0.

61 Clarke Road:

· EJ stated that the owner of 61 Clarke Road is working with Art Allen to put together a restoration plan.
148 Lake Road:

· EJ stated that the owner of 148 Lake Road has been issued a Cease and Desist order and was advised to file a Notice of Intent via both Certified Mail and a Certificate of Mailing.  EJ stated that she went out to the site and placed two stop work order signs on the property and has not heard from the owner.
· DB stated that all work that is being done is within 200’ of the resource area.
· EJ suggested when the Commission goes out for a site visit that they knock on the door before walking the property, avoid confrontation and advise the property owner that if he doesn’t comply with the enforcement order this issue will be turned over to DEP.
36-38 Goodrich Road:

· EJ stated at the last meeting she advised Mr. Gunn to install erosion controls by 8/27/10.  EJ stated when she went out to the site the erosion controls were in worse condition than the previous visit.  EJ stated there were new hay bales sitting at the top of the driveway.
MOTION:  By JK, seconded by DB to issue Mr. Gunn an Enforcement Order.

                     Vote:  4/0.

DVD ended at 9:00 p.m.
Minor Modifications to Orders of Conditions

1 Old Sturbridge Village Road-Town of Sturbridge (culvert)

· EJ stated that she and EG walked the site and both are comfortable that no resource area is impacted by the proposed work.
The Commission approved the Minor Modification at 1 Old Sturbridge Village Road. 
Letter Permits
241 Main Street-Sewer Connection:
Consensus amongst the Commission to approve the Letter Permit at 241 Main Street for work already completed.
Public House-Parking Area Expansion:
· EJ stated that she will send another letter to the Public House asking for more information.
Draper Woods-Extensions:

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DG to issue an extension for 3 years to Mr. Swiaki.

                    Vote:  3/0.
67 Bennetts Road-Tree Removal:

· EG stated that the small tree to the left has some stress but the other tree that’s proposed to be removed is in fine shape.
· JK has no issue removing both trees.
· Tom Chamberland stated that the larger tree has a weak structure and is a safety issue.
· CM stated that the tree to the left (with his back to the water) is much more of an issue than the other one.
· TC stated that he now wishes to wait until the next meeting for the vote by the Commission for the proposed tree removal. 
178 Main Street-Loading Dock and Utility installation:
Approved by the Commission with conditions that no chemicals are to be displayed on the outside of the store, including  pesticides, fertilizers, herbicides and insecticides.
Sign Permit

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Certificate of Compliance:
Correspondence
FEMA Revisions Letter

· EJ reviewed correspondence with the Commission.
Open Space

Servant Family Adopt-A-Trail Proposal:

The Servant Adopt-A-Trail was approved by the Commission.

Proposed changes to Adopt-A-Trail Signage:

Adopt-A-Trail changes have been approved by the Commission.

Public Lands Day:

· DB announced Public Lands Day is scheduled for September 25, 2010.

WLH asked about the status of two lots on Farquar Road.  EJ responded that the Commission is waiting response from the Board of Selectmen.  
8:40 PM SITE VISIT SCHEDULE

MOTION:  Moved to adjourn @ 9:50 p.m.

                     Vote:  3/0.
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