STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
July 15, 2010 Minutes
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairman, Ed Goodwin, Wendy Lily-Hansen, Calvin Montigny (Alternate Member) and Joe Kowalski, (Alternate Member).
Members absent:  Donna Grehl. 
Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Chris Bouchard, Denise Lachapelle, Chris Tanguay, Chris Mattioli, Robert Briere, Veronica Glynn, Brian Glynn, Leonard S. Jalbert, Zarri Dhembe, Al Dhembe, Jessica Roberts, Aaron Alpert.
7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA, PLAC and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· EG stated there was no CPA update.

· DB stated there was no PLAC update.

Approval of Minutes:
April 1st, 2010

April 15th, 2010

May 6th, 2010

May 20th, 2010

June 10th, 2010
Walk-ins:  
4 Scotch Pine Circle:

· Chris Bouchard, owner of 4 Scotch Pine Circle asked the Commission why his previous tree removal proposal was denied by the Conservation Commission.
· DB stated he was not at that meeting when it was denied and asked for JK’s opinion regarding the Certified Arborist report.

· JK stated that he didn’t agree with the Arborist’s assessment of the tree and also,  the Arborist labeled the tree as a black Oak and the tree is actually a red Oak.

· CM asked how the Arborist assessed the tree.

· CB stated that the Arborist assessed the tree from ground level in April.

· DB read an article from the MA Association of Conservation Commission Newsletter; the dialogue is “Is cutting a single tree an alteration?”

· Chris Matteoli spoke about differences of opinion from Arborists.

· EG asked about a remediation plan for the trees that had been cut from the property.

· CB stated the soil is in, the grass has grown and he is in the process of getting trees to be planted.  CB stated that he has received two letters from the Commission for the denial of cutting the proposed tree with no reasoning from the Commission as to why the tree cutting was denied.
· DB stated before the next Conservation meeting CB will have an addendum to the 2nd notice he received and the purpose for which his denial is based on will be clearly stated.

Review Open Meeting Law changes:
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing - Forest Cutting Plan Application prepared by John Clark on behalf of the Sturbridge Conservation Commission.
· DB stated on the site walk Sunday on Leadmine Road where there is a Forest Cutting Plan to take place, some abutters of the property were present for the walk and expressed concern about the parking lot that’s to be put in and losing their privacy which those abutters are present tonight to continue the discussion. 
· JC stated this is a 10 year Forest Cutting plan and the plan is in the 1st phase.

· An audience member asked about what type of recreation is proposed to be allowed on the property. 
· WLH stated it would be passive recreation; walking and hiking.
· Brian Glynn expressed concern regarding the amount of trees that are proposed to be cut and suggested revisiting that part of the plan.
· JK asked JC what percentage of the basal area is proposed to be removed from the 88 acres.

· JC stated 40-50% is proposed to be removed.

· EG asked how close to the houses is the cutting going to take place.

· JC stated he is working up to the property boundary which is 100’ from any house. 

· EG suggested a buffer zone.

· DB asked JC about the possibility of taking out the square at the dead end.

· JC was inaudible.

· DB stated to the audience that the FCP will be modified to move back 100’ from the rock wall which will require the parking lot and JC’s prep area to be up by the road.

· EG asked if it is possible to do a 20 acre start and then have JC look at it before proceeding.

· EJ stated that the Commission hasn’t received comment back yet from the Division of Fish and Wildlife.  EJ stated some comments from Natural Heritage include items like avoiding slopes, leaving in place dead snags off the trails, no excavation of tree stumps and maximizing buffer strips.  EJ stated to the audience members if they are interested in her sending the changes of the FCP to them, make a note on the sign in sheet so she can send the information to them.

Public Hearing continued to August 5th, 2010 @ 7:50 p.m.

· Denise Lachapelle asked how the logger will be held accountable if any damage is done to the property.
· JC was inaudible.

· DB stated that tape can be put around the concerned sites so the Forester will not touch them.

7: 50 p.m. Public Hearing - (Public Hearing to open 7/15/2010) Request for Determination of Applicability to determine whether the area and /or work on submitted plans is subject to the Municipal Wetlands Ordinance/Bylaw for a utility pole replacement at 200 Lake Road.  Application submitted by Tighe & Bond, Inc. on behalf of MA Electric Company.
· EJ stated this request is for a utility pole replacement that is close to a house at 200 Lake Road which MA Electric is exempt under the WPA but not under the local bylaw.  EJ stated that she recommends a positive determination.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to issue a positive determination to replace the utility pole at 200 Lake Road.
                   Vote:  4/0.  
8:00 p.m. Public Hearing - (Public Hearing opened 6/24/2010) Request for Determination of Applicability to determine whether the area and/or work on submitted plans is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act/Municipal Wetlands Ordinance and to confirm the resource area boundaries at 69 Route 84 & 80 Route 15.  Application submitted by John G. Crowe Associates, Inc. on behalf of the Town of Sturbridge Recreation Department. 
· Aaron Alpert from John G. Crowe Associates stated they are here asking for confirmation on the resource areas.  AA stated that one area was modified across from the baseball fields which they extended 72 A & B of Phragmites. (ask Erin)
· EJ stated she has no objections to the modification.  
· DB asked AA what was decided about the Phragmites.

· AA stated that the Phragmites will be mowed down.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to accept the delineation as adjusted.

                    Vote:  4/0.
8:10 p.m. Public Hearing - (Public Hearing opened 3/4/10) NOI DEP #300-824 for the construction of a professional office building with associated site work and access at 209 Charlton Road.  Application submitted by Jalbert Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Joseph Gentili of Renato Gentili Trust. 
· EJ stated that the Commission had requested additional items which Leonard Jalbert submitted which were:  A request for test pit documentation on the property, a question on ground water elevation which was determined with the test pit information, a request for the long term pollution prevention plan and a request for information on the manufactures information for one of the proprietary Best Management Practices on the property.  EJ stated that the manufactures operating manual comes with the item when purchased.  EJ stated that LJ provided information from the DEP BMP manual which states that provided that 44% pretreatment is provided for an infiltration chamber DEP will allow 80% TSS credit.
· LJ explained the storm water management to the Commission which was inaudible.  LJ stated there was a question on soil testing which he gave the Commission a copy of form 11 which is a State copy for suitability assessment for on site soils.  LJ stated the soil testing was done on May 20th, 2010.
· DB suggested that in the Order of Conditions it state that the Conservation Commission gets a copy of the manufactures manual for the Cultec Infiltration System.

MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by DB to accept the NOI for the construction of an office building at 209 Charlton Road.

· WLH asked EJ if all of her concerns have been addressed.

· EJ stated the only outstanding item is the Cultec Infiltration Chamber manufactures guide.

                     Vote:  2/0

                                1 abstention by EG.

· EJ stated that the motion passes under WPA but not under the local bylaw.
MOTION:  By EG to re-vote.

MOTION:  By DB, all in favor of voting in favor of LJ’s proposal.

                    Vote:  3/0.
8:00 p.m. OTHER BUSINESS (As time allows)
OLD BUSINESS
Haying on the Hein’s Farm Conservation Land:
· EJ stated that she expressed her concern with Deb regarding waiting to mow the Hein’s Farm and Deb responded that she will not get to it for another two weeks.
· DB asked if EJ could ask Deb for a rough estimate of how many bales she gets from mowing and when she last fertilized.
· EJ stated that the Hein’s family has given Deb permission to put her equipment across the property in order to do the mowing.
Violation at the Hein’s Farm Conservation Land:
· EJ stated that she spoke with Art Allen from Eco-Tech regarding the wetland violation that occurred on the Hein’s Farm conservation area and she also has been going out periodically to look at it.  EJ stated the area has naturally reestablished itself.
· DB suggested that the Commission consider check dams.
· EJ suggested asking the Trails Committee for alternate suggestions.
Review Open Meeting Law Changes 
NEW BUSINESS

8:15 p.m. 
Request for Certificate of Compliance
246 Fiske Hill Road-DEP # 300-677:
· EJ stated the Commission has an as built which includes the pad of the house, the driveway, culvert, swale, a foot print of the house and septic system.

· WLH stated her concern is the construction debris that’s been left on the property.

· EJ stated she will make a note of that.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to approve 246 Fiske Hill Road for a Certificate of Compliance.

                    Vote:  3/0.

Minor Modifications to Order of Conditions

124 Podunk Road DEP #300-828:

· EJ stated that the applicant withdrew their application.
Letter Permits

96 Gladding Road-Garage Expansion:
· EJ stated to the Commission that she did a site visit and where the work is taking place the water will settle in the driveway which is the low point so there is no need for erosion controls.  EJ asked if the Commission wanted drainage considerations.
· DB suggested 18-20” of some type of gravel.
There is a consensus amongst the Commission to approve the Letter Permit with DB’s suggestion.
Public House-Parking Area Expansion:
· DB and WH stated that they looked at the site.
· EG’s concern is that the area is tapered to the wetland and drops off dramatically, the upper edge hasn’t been stabilized where they went in and cut and there’s no consideration for drainage.  EG stated the area is about 2 football fields in size.  EG stated he would like to see an engineered plan.
· DB stated that the Commission can indicate the need for a swale now.
· WLH asked how far from the edge of the parking lot it is to the edge of the wetland.
· EJ stated approximately 150’ from their property line to the wetland. 
· EG would like to see dimensions, what they’re proposing for stabilization on the banking and a commitment to not pave.
· DB stated he would like to see a composition of the parking area now, if there is subsoil there, what the thickness of the gravel is and what the plan is for snow storage.
· EJ stated she will contact Mr. Glick and take this up at the next Conservation meeting. 
6 Scotch Pine Circle-Swimming Pool:
· EJ stated she received a remediation plan for 6 Scotch Pine Circle regarding tree plantings and a Letter Permit request for a swimming pool.
· Commission members stated there is no information as to what the owner’s plans are for replacing the tree that was cut.
· CM suggested three 2 ½ “ in diameter red Maples.
· DB suggested September-November as planting time.
Consensus amongst the Commission for the above suggestions regarding the remedial planting plan.

· EJ showed the line of erosion controls on the swimming pool plan to the Commission.
· EG stated that the plan doesn’t reflect the 50’ buffer.
Discussion amongst the Commission whether the pool area (surround of the pool) is within the 50’ buffer zone.

· EJ suggested as a condition that the pool and surround be out of the 50’ and she will go out to the site and show the owner where that area would be.

· WLH suggested adding to the conditions that there should be no draining in the wetland.
Sites with Compliance Issues
83 Leadmine Lane-Driveway Issue
· EJ stated that she asked Mr. Clay for documentation of the proposed work efforts of what he is trying to do which Mr. Clay submitted a letter to the Commission.  EJ stated some work has been done and recommends a site visit by the Commission.
Correspondence
Tennessee Gas Pipeline notification
· EJ stated that Tennessee Gas Pipeline submitted their annual notification to the Commission as a courtesy for maintenance on the pipeline that runs thru Leadmine-Findlay Road. 
Adopt a Trail:

· EJ stated that Bob Briere would like to Adopt a Trail at the Camp Robinson Crusoe land starting where the back water is and coming up to the middle Reservoir.
· BB stated the trail would be in honor of Joshua Lee Leiberman, the founder of CRC.  BB stated he is not interested in a plaque naming the trail the Joshua Lee Leiberman trail.
· EJ stated that a plaque can identify Mr. Leiberman but not name the trail.  EJ stated this went to PLAC and the Trails Committee and the comment from the Trail Committee was no objection.
· DB stated this did not come up at the PLAC meeting.
MOTION:  By JK, seconded by DB to accept BB’s  application for Adopt a Trail.

                    Vote:  3/0.

· EJ asked BB for an e-mail describing the exact wording he would like for the plaque.
Walter Regep Spaho Donation:

· EJ stated that she received information from the Town Administrator tonight regarding about 16 acres of land off Farquar Road; three parcels of undeveloped land which the Board of Selectman are looking for recommendation to accept the parcels.
· DB suggested voting that the town take this as a Conservation easement.
· EG recommends a positive recommendation that the Conservation Commission would be interested in taking ownership of the three parcels.
MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by EG to adjourn @ 9:40 p.m.

                    Vote:  3/0
8:25 PM SITE VISIT SCHEDULE
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