STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Draft Minutes for May 20, 2010
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Donna Grehl, Wendy Lilly-Hansen, Ed Goodwin, Jeff Bonja, Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member) and Calvin Montigney (Alternate Member).
Members absent: 
Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Carl Nielsen, Carl Nielsen Sr., Judith Nielsen, Peter Levine, Tim Simon, Margaret and Gary Allard, Steven Erikson and Peter H. Wells. 
7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA, PLAC and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· EG stated CPA had a meeting Monday with Trustees for Public Lands regarding possible sights within the Town for acquisition and CPA received an update on Parks and Recreation in regards to where they are with their design for ball fields.
· DG stated that LAC had a meeting she didn’t attend and there’s a meeting coming up on 5/26/2010. 
Walk-ins:  None  
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing to be opened 5/20/2010) Notice of Intent DEP # TBA to conduct a pilot test program to control aquatic invasive species at Quacumquasit Pond (South Pond).  Application submitted by ESS Group on behalf of the Quaboag and Quacumquasit Lake Association (QQLA).
· Carl Nielsen, ESS Group presented the proposed pilot test program to the Commission. CN stated QQLA is proposing 4 different options:  1. Hydrogen Peroxide, 2. Lowering the Ph to 5, 3. Using the herbicide 2,4-D and 4. Iron Filings.
· JB asked what if something goes wrong with the experiment.
· CN stated with Hydrogen Peroxide; it bubbles out and photodegradates, and with 2,4-D; it becomes diluted to a level where it wouldn’t affect anything, it too photodegradates.  CN stated the restriction with 2,4-D is to keep it away from the Wells on the lake.  CN stated with lowering the Ph level it will modify itself.  CN stated by lowering the Ph to 5 it will have enough stress on the invasive plants but will hopefully protect the native species.

· EG asked if there are tests that are available to give that kind of information. 

· CN stated yes but it depends what (inaudible) is out there.
· EG asked what the total inventory of all species is in the lake.

· CN stated that is beyond the scope of this study.

· DB asked if QQLA has looked at the water source.
· Peter Levine, President of QQLA stated he’s been in contact with Brian Pitts from the EPA to find out what’s coming down from the vicinity of the Spencer Wastewater Treatment Plant (WTP) including the WTP.  PL stated there’s a lot of overflow that doesn’t get treated and comes down thru the Cranberry Brook and into the 7 mile River.
· DB stated that QQLA is waiting for response from NHESP and DEP.

Public Hearing continued to 6/10/2010 @ 7:30 p.m. 

7:50 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing opened 5/6/2010) Notice of Intent DEP # 300-828 for the construction of a single family house with associated septic system and well at 124 Podunk Road.  Application submitted by James Morin.

· Steven Erikson from Norse Environmental Services stated that this plan has been revised to meet the 50’ set back. 

· DG asked what clearing is being proposed on the land.

· SE stated everything in front of the hay bale line for the septic system, leaving a few trees if possible.

· EJ stated she would like to put in the Order of Conditions that the 25’ no disturb remain undisturbed and that there is no depositing of material and suggested a permanent marker on the property.
MOTION:  By JB, seconded by EG to approve the plan as submitted with markers every 50’ along with the conditions EJ suggested.

                    Vote:  4/0.
8:00 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing opened 5/6/2010) Notice of Intent DEP #300-827 for the renovation, demolition and an addition to the existing elementary school.  Proposed work also includes new parking, utilities, grading, storm water management and ball fields at 45 Burgess School Road.  Application submitted by Berkshire Design Group on behalf of the Town of Sturbridge.

· Peter Wells stated that the Berkshire Design Group received a special permit and site plan review approval from the Planning Board this past Tuesday.
· EJ stated that BDG is meeting all of the storm water standards.  EJ stated her recommendations are; 1.  To require the construction period (such as pollution, prevention and erosion sediment) control plans  as well as the details be provided to the Commission prior to any disturbance on the site, that the contractor keep the erosion control inspection log at a minimum and the erosion controls be checked after every storm event.  2.  That all issued permits are in the owner’s manual and operation and maintenance procedures be provided to the party responsible for maintenance to include that maintenance procedures must be documented in the operations and maintenance log.  3.  All storm water outfalls be appropriately maintained requiring stabilization and armoring measures and sediment accumulation must be regularly monitored at all storm water outfalls and the sediment be removed from the outfalls prior to impacting the affected outfall.

MOTION:  By DG, seconded by JB to approve with EJs suggested conditions.
                    Vote:  4/0. 

8:10 p.m. OTHER BUSINESS (As Time Allows) 
OLD BUSINESS
Open Space Report:

· EJ stated in regards to the WHIP Grant at Hein’s Farm as of this morning Ralph Nichols stated to her that he has one more tree to remove which is being removed Saturday.  EJ stated LW called USDA and an inspection is scheduled for Monday morning.
· DB asked what the status was on RN repair of the damage caused by him.
· EJ stated that RN asked if he could use the stone dust on site and EJ told him no so he is looking for donations.
· EG asked if the stump grinding has been completed.
· EJ stated that RN stated to her that it’s been completed.
Site visit scheduled for tomorrow morning @ 10:00 a.m.
Hein’s Farm Spraying:

· EJ suggested awarding the spraying of the invasive species on Hein’s Farm which is to be done in the fall to Dennis Panou who submitted a very competitive quote.
Hein’s Farm Brochure:
· EJ stated that Bill Kenyan is working on modifications to the map for the Hein’s Farm brochure.
Adopt A Trail:

· EJ stated there were 362 people signed in at the opening of the Adopt a Trail this past Sunday. 
Memorandum of Understanding-Trails, BOS, Conservation:
Discussion amongst the Commission in regards to the Memorandum of Understanding.

· JB suggested in regards to term limit that it be 3 years.

· WLH, EG and DB agreed on the 3 year term limit.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DB to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with modifications.
                     Vote:  4/0.

Land Management at the Hein’s Farm-Suggestions from MA Audubon and Fish&Wildlife
· EJ stated that she, WLH and Maryanne from Fish and Wildlife walked the site at Hein’s Farm and Maryanne provided a letter and a map with guidance on the field areas in regards to the June 5th, 2010 Trails event at Hein’s Farm.
· WLH stated that she is concerned with rockets and model airplane flying in the area of nesting birds.
· EJ stated that Maryanne suggested if people are doing model airplane flying that the activity take place on field edges.  EJ suggested coming up with a list of activities to encourage on Conservation land.
· DB called Randy Redetzke, Chairman of Trails and asked what accelerant would be used for rocket flying.
· RR stated to DB via cell phone that it will be NRC rockets and regular propellant is being proposed.
· DB asked RR if the propellant is subject to causing a fire.  DB stated that the fire aspect is non existent because the rockets will be shot off from a pad and by the time they come back down the accelerant has been fully burned. 
· EJ suggested issuing a correspondence to the Trails Committee asking them to be cognizant that there are nesting birds in the Hein’s Farm Fields and to try to limit the time and area that they use for the activities and if they notice any birds in distress that they stop the activity.  EJ stated she will attach the information to the correspondence that Maryanne provided to the Commission.
There is consensus amongst the Commission to issue correspondence to the Trails Committee with one strong dissent regarding the activities planned for the June 05th event.
NEW BUSINESS
8:15 p.m.
Trails Committee Event:

· EJ stated that the Trails Committee sent a request to the Town Administrator asking for funds to cover the cost of a Porta Potty that they ordered and the TA forwarded the request to EJ.
MOTION:  By DG, seconded by EG to approve the $65.00 charge for the Porta Potty.

                    Vote:  4/0. 
Request for Extension of Order of Conditions

DEP #300-:  23 Hall Road:
· EJ stated a temporary three month extension has been issued and the applicant is asking for a three year extension.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to approve a three year extension to the Order of Conditions.

                    Vote:  4/0.  

DEP #300-592:  Draper Woods Subdivision:

· EJ stated the applicant has requested a three year extension to their Order of Conditions.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to issue a three year extension to their Order of Conditions at 23 Draper Woods.

                    Vote:  4/0. 

Boiler Plate Condition:
Discussion amongst the Commission whether or not to add a boiler plate condition to the Order of Conditions if there is a project where there is a DEP file # having it posted at the lake edge in addition to posting it roadside.
Request for Certificate of Compliance
DEP # 300-714:  120 Lane 10:

· EJ stated there is no as built from the Engineer so this was tabled until the next meeting.
Letter Permits
6 Scotch Pine Circle:
WLH arrived at 8:40 p.m.
Consensus amongst the Commission to: Remove tree numbers 1-3 but not to remove tree number 4; the healthy red Oak and tree number 5.
98 Brookfield Road:
Consensus amongst the Commission to approve the Tree removal permit at 98 Brookfield Road.
94 Westwood Drive:
Consensus amongst the Commission to remove tree number one and not to remove tree numbers 2-4.
Correspondence
Tom Chamberlands letter to the Commission dated 5/12/2010:
· EJ stated she received a letter of concern from Tom Chamberland dated 5/12/2010 addressed to the Conservation Commission members which TC refers to the tree being planted at the May 16, 2010 Adopt A Trail Program as a Plane Tree but EJ stated is a Sycamore Tree.
· CM stated that a Sycamore Tree is native to MA and found commonly in moist conditions along river banks.
· DB suggested not responding to the letter from TC.
· EJ stated that DCR offered to purchase the Sycamore tree with Forest Stewardship funds because the FS program funded our Forest Stewardship plan on that property so DCR felt it would be a nice complement to pay for the tree.
PLAC Letter

· EJ stated she forwarded an e-mail to Commission members and stated that she received a letter from PLAC indicating they would like to send notification to abutters to the Leadmine property that there’s no motorized vehicles allowed on the property.  EJ stated that there’s evidence that people are coming onto the property from the back.
· DB asked the Commission to look at the e-mail from EJ and a vote will be taken at the next meeting.
 MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.

                      Vote:  4/0. 
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