STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for Thursday, November 19, 2009

Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chair; Donna Grehl, Vice-Chair; Ed Goodwin; Wendy Hanson; and Joe Kowalski (Associate Member).

Members absent: Jeff Bonja

Also Present:  Leonard Jalbert (Jalbert Engineering), Adam and Amanda Shute, Randy Redetzke (Trails Committee), Howard Fife (Opacum Land Trust), M. Loin (Bertin Engineering), Glenn Krevosky (EBT Environmental), Rick Canavon (CME Associates), and F.G. Gunn.

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

CPA and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· DG stated that there was no Lakes Advisory update

· EG stated that there was no CPA update.

Approval of Minutes:

April 30, 2009

October 15, 2009

September 3, 2009

Motion to approve: Vote 4/0.

DEP #300-720: 2 Regep Lane (Lot 1)

· EJ recommend approval with the condition that splash protection be incorporated at down spouts to prevent erosion.

MOTION:
Moved by DG, seconded by DB to issue Certificate of Compliance under the condition that gravel be placed at the outlet of the roof downspouts.


Vote 4/0.

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing to open 11/19/09) Proposed gas station/convenience store, and 3 bay service station in an existing parking lot at 173 Main Street.  Bertin Engineering representing JCJ Realty Trust.

Continuance to public hearing requested by applicant’s representative.  Public hearing continued to December 3, 2009 at 8:15 p.m.

7:45 p.m. Public Hearing (Public Hearing to open 11/19/09) Proposed single-family house, driveway and associated site work at 67 Paradise Lane.  EBT Environmental Consultants, Inc. representing Betsy Crawford.

· EJ stated that she would like to see a crushed stone pad construction entrance at the base of the driveway along with erosion controls at the toe of the slope.  EJ stated that we don’t know how many trees are proposed for removal, and protection needs to be provided for the drop inlet on the street.

· DB asked about the current flow pattern on the site and how it will change with the construction of the house.

· Krevosky stated that he would add a drainage pipe behind the retaining wall to direct flows in the same direction.  Krevosky stated that he believes there is drainage divide between the proposed house and the wetland.

· DG asked about the width of the driveway. 

· Krevosky stated it was 12-13 feet wide.

· There was consensus that a site visit would be needed and the owners representative was asked to stake the centerline of driveway, the house footprint and the limit of work line.  

· Krevosky stated he would provide the noted revisions.

Public hearing continued to 8:30 p.m. on December 3, 2009

8:00 p.m. Public Hearing (public Hearing to open 11/19/09) Proposal to improve sections of the Grand Trunk Trail in between the Ed Calcutt Bridge and the intersection of Wallace Road and Breakneck Road.  CME Associates, Inc. representing the Town of Sturbridge Trail Committee.

· EJ explained that the project is proposed between the Wallace Road Army Corp property and the Ed Calcutt Bridge.  EJ stated that there is an existing rail bed (from the Grand Trunk Railroad) along the Quineboag River that will be resurfaced to make it handicap accessible. EJ stated that 2 culverts have also been identified that need to be replaced on the site that will provide significant drainage improvements.  EJ noted that NHESP had not yet gotten back with comments and so although the permit is drafted she could not officially recommend approval.

· EG stated that considering the minor scope of proposed work he supported approval with a condition that NHESP program requirements be followed.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by DG to issue Order of Conditions.



Vote: 4/0

8:15 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing Opened 12/4/2008)– Amended NOI 300-711: Proposal to add an additional retaining wall and modify drainage plan at 36/38 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Fred Gunn.

· EJ stated she was prepared to recommend approval on the Order.  EJ read the recommended conditions.

· FG asked whether the erosion control technique he has been using along the retaining walls is sufficient.

· DG and EG stated yes.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by DG to issue an Amended Order of Conditions.  



Vote: 3/0 (1 Abstention WLH)

8:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing Opened 9/18/2008)– NOI DEP 300-790: Proposed single-family home, septic system, driveway, well and associated site work at 186 New Boston Road.  Green Hill Engineering representing Joseph Boutiette. 

· EJ stated that a letter was approved from NHESP that the Order of Conditions could be issued, all revised documents met with hers and Art Allen (the peer reviewer’s) approval.  EJ stated that the additional requested documents were provided as requested.  EJ stated she recommended approval of the Order, but needed additional time to draft it.

MOTION:
Moved by EG to approve under the condition that Opacum Land Trust hold the CR on the property and with conditions recommended by Agent.

Vote: 2/1 (1 Abstention WLH) (*Constitutes approval under WPA, denial under local bylaw)

MOTION:
Moved by EG to approve under the Local Bylaw that the CR holder for meet with the approval of Natural Heritage.



 Vote: 3/0 (1 Abstention WLH)

8:45 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing opened 9/3/2009) – NOI DEP #300-TBA: Proposed septic system repair at 68 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Bernard & Rita Zajac.

Continuance requested by owner’s representative.  Public hearing continued to December 3, 2009 at 8:45 p.m.

9:00 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing to open 11/19/09) Proposal to replace approximately 51 linear feet of stone retaining wall along existing high water line of Big Alum Pond at 170 Lake Road.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc representing Fredrick & Susan Shea.

· EJ stated that at the previous meeting the project was approved but it was later determined that the meeting was not properly posted.  EJ stated that abutters were re-notified and the legal ad was reposted properly.  

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by DG to close the hearing and issue the Order of Conditions.


Vote: 3/0 (1 Abstention EG)

9:00 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing to open 11/19/09) Proposal to construct a 10’x 10’ addition to a single-family house at 150 Lake Road.  Green Hill Engineering, Inc.  representing Janis Metoxen.

· EJ and DB visited the site and EJ noted the following recommendations:  Additional erosion controls to be placed around foundation and extended to existing shed to prevent erosion, filter fabric or straw waddles be substituted for hay bales due to rocky substrate, recommend drip strip around roof edges to encourage infiltration.

MOTION:
Moved by DG, seconded by EG to issue the Order of conditions with the modifications as outlined.



Vote: 4/0

NEW BUSINESS

Naming of Trails

· EJ explained that the Open Space Assistant would like to create a memorial “Adopt-a-Trail” for a little boy who passed away recently.  EJ stated that a lot of interest to work on the trail has been expressed by the little boys family and the Merchants of Sturbridge group.  

· DB stated that he didn’t feel it would be setting a precedent because there were other memorials in town including Ed Calcutt Brigde, and Dan Szumilas bench.  DB stated that the Trails Committee does not support naming a trail for a person but would prefer it be names for a landscape feature.

· EG stated he was in favor of the trail.

· DG stated she was in favor of the trail.

· JK stated he was in favor of the trail.

· WLH stated that she had reservations, as there was another little boy lost in a separate incident.  

· EJ stated that a memorial had been approved at the Cedar Lake Recreation Area for the other little boy.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by DB to create a trail at CRC for Eli Hoy and support the trails days in May for an associated event.


Vote: 4/0

· EJ suggested that in the future the Commission may want to establish a system for proposing a memorial on Con Com managed land and include PLAC and Trails in the process somehow.

· DB, EG and DG stated they were not in favor of establishing any type of criteria for naming.  

· EG suggested giving such authority to another entity like the Board of Selectmen.

9:15 PM

Request for Certificate of Compliance

DEP #300-720: 2 Regep Lane (Lot 1)

· EJ recommended approval with the condition that splash protection be added at the roof downspouts to prevent erosion.

MOTION:
Moved by DG, seconded by DB to issue Certificate of Compliance.



Vote: 4/0.

Extensions to Orders of Conditions/ORADs

DEP #300-726: Cedar Lake Aquatic Vegetation Treatment

· EJ stated that the Cedar Lake Association is seeking a 3-year extension to Order of Conditions DEP #300-726.

MOTION:
Moved by WLH, seconded by DG to issue a 3-year extension to the Order of Conditions.


Vote: 4/0

Open Space Update 

Report from Open Space Assistant

· EJ stated that the signs acquired by the Police Department for trail markers were delivered to the Conservation Department.  EJ stated that Ltnt. Alan Curboy who applied for and was awarded the grant for the trail signs is awaiting guidance on moving forward with hanging the trail sighs.  EJ stated that Curboy also has an intern available to assist with hanging the signs.  

· DB stated he spoke to Dick LaFranchise, PLAC Chair and that thee was a controversy about whether the signs could go on trees or whether they had to be on posts.  DB asked how we could move forward with getting the trail markers installed.

Randy Redezke was present on behalf of the Trails Committee and PLAC.

· RR stated that the signs as produced don’t have an area for trail location identifiers to be placed so people will know where they are on the trail.  

· DB stated that the intent to have those types of markers is great, but the trails are not complete and so that will have to wait for sometime in the future.  DB stated asked what the issue was with wanting the signs on carbonite posts.

· RR stated that putting the signs on posts was a decision of the tree warden.
· EG stated that he has a problem with all the signs being put on posts due to the cost, execution and also having posts all over the place.  EG supports the use of carbonite posts for the field areas where there were no trees, but thinks that the signs should be put on trees in the other areas

· DB suggested that trails/PLAC utilize Dave Aho to mark trails.

· RR stated that only certain completed trails were ready to be marked.  RR stated that anyone who will be hanging signs needs to be shown where the completed trails are located for marking.

· DB stated that standard distances between signs and standard heights of signs have been established and that information needs to be shared those doing the trail marking.

· EG stated he thinks authority for the trails signage should be given to Trails and PLAC.

· DB wants to know what’s the next step?

· RR said he was willing to help with the trail signs, but thinks boundary signs should be not be with trails.

MOTION:
Moved by EG that trail signs are the responsibility of trails committee and Committee will work with Ltnt. Curboy to get the signs installed.  Signs will be placed on posts in open areas and trees should be used where possible.


Vote: 4/0

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DG to adjourn @ 9:40 p.m.
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