STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for Thursday, November 5, 2009

Members present:  Donna Grehl, Vice-Chair; Ed Goodwin; Wendy Hanson; Jeff Bonja, Calvin Montigney (Associate Member), and Joe Kowalski (Associate Member).

Members absent: David Barnicle, Chair

Also Present:  Leonard Jalbert (Jalbert Engineering), Rob Levesque (R. Levesque Associates), Mark Farrell (Green Hill Engineering, Inc.), Chip Silvestry, Andy Szumilas, and Albert Allard.

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

CPA and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· DG stated that there was no Lakes Advisory update

· EG stated that the CPA has been discussing the Parks & Recreation fields on the Shepherd parcel, the Hall Estate, the slate roof on the Town Hall, the blown out culvert on the Riverlands property as well as a right-of-way/easement for the trail.

Approval of Minutes:

· April 30, 2009

· June 4, 2009

· July 30, 2009

· August 8, 2009
MOTION:
Moved by DG, seconded by WLH to approve June 4th, July 30th and August 8th minutes.


Vote: 3/0 (JB Abstained)

· The board tabled approval of the April 30, 2009 minutes due to DB’s absence.

Walk-ins

· 246 Fiske Hill Road – Request for extension of Order of Conditions

Rob Levesque of R. Levesque & Associates was present on behalf of the owner of 246 Fisk Hill Road.

· Levesque stated he was requesting a 12-month extension in order to allow the owner to complete the work associated with the Order of Conditions.  R. Levesque stated that the foundation was installed and they would like to complete the site work.  Levesque stated that the only work within Con Com jurisdiction is located at culvert #1 to complete the retaining walls and guard rails.  

· DG stated that an extension would allow the Commission to maintain control of the site and see the project completed.

· EG stated he is not comfortable extending the Order of Conditions.

· Levesque stated that the only remaining work on the foundation is to tar it and backfill.  Levesque stated that completion of the retaining walls and driveway is needing to be done.  

· C. Silvestry stated that the driveway was not installed correctly and there has been a change in the water flow pattern with the culverts.

· Levesque stated that based on site observations the flow patters have not changed and the wetlands are located in the same places as mapped in the original permit.

· EJ stated he is not in favor of the extension.

· C. Silvestry stated that the area was clear-cut and stated that is when the problems started.  

· EJ stated that she wanted the Commission to be aware that if the Order of Conditions expires on the project that the Commission will have no way of ensuring that the work gets done.

MOTION:
Moved by JB, seconded by EG, to extend the Order of Conditions for 6 months.  

Vote 3/1 (EG opposed)

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing Opened 9/18/2008)– NOI DEP 300-790: Proposed single-family home, septic system, driveway, well and associated site work at 186 New Boston Road.  Green Hill Engineering representing Joseph Boutiette. 

Public hearing continued to November 19, 2009 at 8:30 p.m.

7:45 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing opened 9/3/2009) – NOI DEP #300-TBA: Proposed septic system repair at 68 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Bernard & Rita Zajac.

Public hearing continued to November 19, 2009 at 8:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m. Public Hearing  (Hearing Opened 12/4/2008)– Amended NOI 300-711: Proposal to add an additional retaining wall and modify drainage plan at 36/38 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Fred Gunn.  
Public hearing continued to November 19, 2009 at 8:15 p.m.
8:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing to open 11/5/09) Proposal to repair a septic system at 76 Stallion Hill Road.  Green Hill Engineering, Inc.  representing Robert Allard.

· EJ stated that the site was flat, erosion controls were appropriately placed and she did not observe any resource area concerns.  EJ stated that she recommended approval.

MOTION:
Moved by JB, seconded by EG to issue an Order of Conditons.



Vote: 4/0.

8:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing to open 11/5/09) Proposal to replace approximately 51 linear feet of stone retaining wall along existing high water line of Big Alum Pond at 170 Lake Road.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc representing Fredrick & Susan Shea.

· EJ noted to L. Jalbert that a newspaper tear-sheet had not been received.

· L. Jalbert stated that he would get it to her.

· EJ stated that conditions should require that all work be completed during the drawdown or low water conditions.  EJ stated that the weather forecast should be consulted prior to the start of work to avoid heavy rain and an emergency contingency plan should be followed.

· L. Jalbert stated that the emergency contingency plan is included on the plan.

· EJ stated that a pre-construction meeting should he held to identify the storage location for the excavated spoils.

· WLH asked how long the construction of the wall would take.

· L. Jalbert stated that it would take 30-45 days.

· EJ asked if any work was proposed in “Land Subject to Flooding”.

· L. Jalbert stated that they took elevations at the site and the work is proposed at an elevation above Land Subject to Flooding.

· EJ stated that there could be no encroachment on that area or on the lake itself.

MOTION:
Moved by JB, seconded by WLH to issue an Order of Conditions.



Vote: 3/0 (EG abstained)

PM OTHER BUSINESS (As Time Allows)

OLD BUSINESS

Responses to request for recommendations on Private Road concerns

· EJ stated that a few comments had been received back but she has yet to hear back from a few town departments.

· JB stated he would like to get the input of DPW.

· EJ stated she would send a reminder and ask if additional time is needed to submit comments.

NEW BUSINESS

9:15 PM

Request for Certificate of Compliance

DEP #300-718: Woodside Circle

· EJ stated she did a site inspection and the areas where work was completed were fully stabilized.

MOTION:
Moved by JB, seconded by EG to issue a Certificate of Compliance for DEP #300-718.


Vote: 4/0.

Extensions to Orders of Conditions/ORADs

Big Alum Lake – DEP #300-727

· EJ stated that the post treatment report was provided as required by the Order of Conditions.

MOTION:
Moved by WLH, seconded by JB to issue a 3-year extension to DEP #300-727.


Vote: 4/0

Letter Permits 

56 Cricket Drive – Tree Removal

· EJ reviewed tree removal request and arborists report.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by WLH to approve tree removal.



Vote: 4/0.

96 Westwood Drive – Mudroom

· EJ stated that the proposal is for a small 8’x8’ mudroom addition to a single-family house.  EJ stated the proposal requires digging 3 footings.

MOTION:
Move by JB, seconded by WLH to grant the letter permit.



Vote: 4/0

Open Space Update 

Update on WHIP contract – Hein’s Farm:

· Report from Open Space Assistant

· EJ stated that she and Leslie Wong are looking for access locations.  EJ stated she and LW are in the process of getting quotes for the tree removal.  EJ stated that we are still waiting on the revised contract.  

· EJ stated that the plans are almost complete for the parking area and she is still working on the amended NOI application.

· EJ stated that she received a revised Forest Stewardship Plan and hopes to have it approved.  EJ reviewed the final revisions made based on comments received.  

MOTION:
Moved by JB, seconded by EG to approve the plan as drafted and submit to DCR for approval.


Vote: 4/0.

Discussion of hunting at the Hein’s Farm

· The discussion of whether hunting should be permitted on the Hein’s Farm property.  The Commission determines that more discussion is needed with a full board.  Consensus amongst the board to post a sign for hikers to beware of hunters during hunting season until a final decision is rendered.

Sites with concerns:

· EJ stated that she gave The Highlands subdivision a written warning due to erosion problems.  EJ stated she anticipates response action immediately.

MOTION:
By WLH, seconded by JB to adjourn at 9:07 p.m.



Vote: 4/0.
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