
STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, October 15, 2009 Meeting 

Members Present:  David Barnicle, Chair, Ed Goodwin, Wendy Lilly-Hansen, Jeff Banja, Calvin Montigney, Associate member

Members Absent: Donna Grehl, Vice-chair

Also Present:
Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent.

CPA, and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s):

· EG stated that the CPA and other associated boards voted to move forward with the slate roofs.

· DB stated DG would not be in attendance tonight, but stated that there was no Lakes Advisory Committee meeting to report on.

Approval of Minutes

7:00 PM--Open Meeting - Quorum check

                As time allows

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing Opened 9/18/2008)– NOI DEP 300-790: Proposed single-family home, septic system, driveway, well and associated site work at 186 New Boston Road.  Green Hill Engineering representing Joseph Boutiette.

Public Hearing Continued to November 5, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.

7:45 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing opened 9/3/2009) – NOI DEP #300-TBA: Proposed septic system repair at 68 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Bernard & Rita Zajac.

Public Hearing Continued to November 5, 2009 at 7:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m. Public Hearing  (Hearing Opened 12/4/2009)– Amended NOI 300-711: Proposal to add an additional retaining wall and modify drainage plan at 36/38 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Fred Gunn.  

Public Hearing Continued to November 5, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.
8:15 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing to open 10/1/09) Proposed single-family house, including connection to public sewer and associated site work at 83 Fairview Park Road.  Bertin Engineering Associates representing Charles Kady, Jr.

· EJ stated that there were no issues raised at the previous hearing.  EJ stated that members went out to the site and asked if there were any issues.

· Consensus amongst Board members was that there were no issues.

MOTION:
Moved by JB, seconded by EG to issue a positive determination under the Local Wetlands Bylaw and issue a Negative Determination under the Wetlands Protect.


Vote 3/0.

8:30 PM OTHER BUSINESS (As Time Allows)

OLD BUSINESS

Follow up on inquiry to DEP and MACC regarding private roads

· EJ explained the correspondence between DEP and MACC regarding the concerns expressed at the last meeting with regard to the private roads.  EJ stated that DEP provided a BMP manual for unpaved roads and explained the options for how the Commission could move toward WPA compliance with the guidance document including Enforcement, outreach, etc. 

· JB stated that if the issues on the roads are violations they should be dealt with as Enforcement.

· DB stated he believes that it is important that if the Commission develops a policy on this issue that is should be uniformed and consistent.  DB stated we needed to get participation of the lakes associations and Lakes Committee as well as other town departments.  

· WLH suggested that we start by identifying the larger problems and addressing those first.  WLH also suggested getting the input of the selectmen and DPW.

· EJ stated that there are so many legal issues related the private roads that the town does not have a “Town Wide” policy.  EJ also stated that having DPW on board is important because by default they end up doing most road maintenance on private roads that have no association.

· EG noted the paving work that was done by the town on Big Alum and asked if it would be economically and environmentally beneficial to use that project as a model for work on other roads with issues.

· DB suggesting involving the Planning Board.

· JB stated that the town Planner may have suggestions, but didn’t think that the Planning Board would have any jurisdiction.

· JB stated that the Commission should review and discuss the BMP manual.

· EJ suggested each member be provided with a section of the document to review.  EJ stated she could assign sections to everyone and distribute.  EJ stated she would also inform DPW, the Town Planner and the Lakes Committee and associations that the issue is being discussed.

ORV Policy Comments

· EJ stated that WLH provided comments to the board on the ORV policy.  

· DB suggested we table the discussion until the full board was present.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Minor Modifications to Orders of Conditions

Big Alum Lake Drawdown

· EJ stated that Ken Gajewski submitted a letter to the board requesting that the Commission allow that the remaining drawdown of 30 inches to begin on November 1, 2009.  Mr. Gajewski stated that the water levels are very high and he wanted to give residence the opportunity to do shoreline cleanup before the weather gets too cold.

· There was consensus amongst the Board to allow the regular drawdown.

100 Allen Road – Mazeika

· EJ explained that Mr. Mazeika is proposing to increase the size of the previously approved 24x24 foot garage to 24x28 feet with an additional 12-foot carport.

· DB stated concerns with the increased footprint causing additional drainage issues.

· EG asked about the slopes in the area of the footprint.

· EJ stated it was relatively flat.

· DB suggested a drip strip be incorporated into the plan.

· EJ stated the area behind the garage should be fully stabilized upon completion.

· There was consensus amongst the board that the modification was minor and could move forward with the inclusion of a drip strip and required stabilization measures.

Letter Permits 

The Riverlands – Proposed shed

· EJ stated that the Trails Committee is proposing a 12x20 foot shed be placed on the riverlands property.  EJ stated that the proposal would require clearing of a 50x50 foot area for the shed footprint and for gravel and woodchip stockpile area.  EJ stated she has visited the site and also looked at GIS and the work area is over 100-feet from the river and there is a large berm in between the shed and the river.  

· There was a consensus for approval from the Commission.

100 Allen Road – Tree Removal Request

· EJ read the report from the arborist, which indicated safety concerns with the 3 trees proposed for removal.

· There was a consensus for approval from the Conservation Commission.

96 McGilpin Road – House addition

· EJ explained that the request came in to put a 19x40-foot addition on a single-family house on 96 McGilpin Road.  EJ stated she visited the site and the wetland is approximately 130-feet from the addition, but the wetland was actually upslope of the addition and there was no possibility of the work adversely impacting the wetland.

· There was a consensus amongst the board for approval.

PLAC Update

Request for Bridge Funds – Tom Chamberland

· EJ presented a proposal for use of the CPA Bridge funds for the construction of 2 additional bridges on the Leadmine Mountain Property.

· The Board approved the use of the bridge funds as proposed.

Open Space Update 

Report from Open Space Assistant

· EJ stated that the Open Space Assistants report was included in the Board member packets and if there were any questions or concerns on any projects to please let her know.

Follow up on outstanding sites with concerns

246 Fiske Hill Road

· EJ stated that she spoke to Fred DeSimone and he indicated that the owner would be providing a letter in the next week or so indicating their intentions for proceeding with the project.  EJ stated that Mr. DeSimone stated that an additional extension would be requested, a new developer/site contractor would be hired and the owner intends to cooperate with the abutters however possible to find a resolution to the drainage concerns on the site.

36/38 Goodrich Road

· EJ stated that she conducted an erosion control inspection and the erosion controls on the North side of the property looked great, but some bales were not staked at the base of the slope and the erosion controls on the south side of the property needed improvements.

· JB and DB suggested that a letter be sent to Mr. Gunn stating that the erosion controls need to be repaired on the other sides of the property.

MOTION:
Moved by JB, seconded by DB to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.  



Vote 4/0.
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