STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for Thursday, September 17, 2009

Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Ed Goodwin, Wendy Hanson, Jeff Bonja, Donna Grehl and Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member).

Members absent:

Also Present:  Tom Chamberland, Tom Palmer, John Clarke, Howard Fife, F. G. Gunn, Peter Mimeault, Michael Loin, Gary Allard, Morgan Allard, Ed Seman, Don Berthiaume and Leonard Jalbert.

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· EG stated there’s been one meeting for CPA to vote for funds for the slate roof for the renovation of Town Hall at the town meeting on 10/19/2009.

· DG stated there has not been an LAC meeting.

Approval of Minutes:

MOTION:  By WH, seconded by DB to accept two sets of minutes.

                     Vote:  3/1 abstention.

Walk-ins:

· Tom Chamberland stated he was here for the project completing the construction of the Grand Trunk Trails section from Wallace Rd. in Sturbridge approximately 1.2 miles.  TC stated all the work takes place on the existing Grand Trunk rail bed except for one drain pipe which he would like to upgrade the size.  TC stated they are not cutting any trees and is seeking relief on the survey.

· JB asked about the breakdown of work from the trail and the culvert.

· EG suggested asking DEP in Worcester.

· TC stated they have the historical documents. 

7:15 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 08/06/09) Forest Stewardship Plan Presentation for One Old Sturbridge Village Rd. - John Clark, Forester.

· John Clark explained the Forest Stewardship plan.

· EJ recommended one or more self guided Forest Stewardship Trails planned for in the plan.  EJ suggested further discussion at the October 1st meeting.

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 09/18/08) - NOI DEP #300-790:  Proposed single-family home, septic system, driveway, well and associated site work at 186 New Boston Road.  Green Hill Engineering representing Joseph Boutiette.

· EJ stated at the previous meeting the Commission gave Mark Farrell from Green Hill Engineering until September 10th to submit a list of items to be submitted.  EJ stated that the September 10th date has lapsed.  EJ stated after speaking with MF it was determined that under the local zoning bylaw the front of the lot is too small for the construction of the home.  EJ stated MF has submitted to her today a plan that provides most of what is required with the exception of an engineer stamp which MF wanted to get a consensus from the Commission as to what he submitted is appropriate and he is waiting for a report back from Natural Heritage.  EJ stated Natural Heritage requires an additional study which would cost about $8,000.00.

Public Hearing continued to October 15, 2009 @ 7:30 p.m.

7:45 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 04/30/09)-NOI DEP #300-801:  Proposal to redevelop  an existing parking lot, including gas station, convenience store and 4-bay service station at 173 Main Street.  Bertin Engineering representing Joseph Daou.

· EJ stated she received correspondence from Mike Gagnon, Senior Civil Engineer that he has reviewed all the revised documents from Bertin Engineering and he concurs with the revisions.  EJ stated she received a letter from James DeCoulis from DeCoulis and Company Enviromental Engineering and Land Planning today and reads the letter into the record;  Dear Chairman Barnicle and members of the Commission, On behalf of Expo Petroleum Inc. also known as Jack’s Gas, 40 Main St. in Sturbridge we respectfully request to review the Storm Water Management design for the above referenced filing.  We also request to inspect a peer review of the proposed Storm Water Management by the Commission’s Council.  We respectfully request the Commission to continue any hearing on this matter until we properly review the design and make substantive comments.  EJ stated that a gentleman stopped in the office today and provided some documentation pertaining to a previous remediation that took place and has concerns with future contamination on the proposed site.  

· DB asked Michael Loin if he had paper work from MA Highway saying he has a curb cut.

· ML stated yes.

· EG stated that the above proposal has not moved out of the 50’ no structure zone.

· DB asked if anything is going to be added in the 50’ no build zone.

· ML stated no.

· DB stated his concern is the flow going down to Blueberry Lane.

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by DG to approve the project as presented with conditions. 

                    Vote:  2/1

8:00 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 12/04/09) - Amended NOI #300-711:  Proposal to add an additional retaining wall and modify drainage plan at 36/38 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Fred Gunn.

· EJ stated that she received an e-mail from Alyssa Ruzecki (Board of Health Agent) stating that she reviewed the 2nd plan concepts and found it to be in compliance with Title V.  EJ stated that Board of Health will have a hearing for the affected abutter well less than 100’ on Monday 09/21/2009.

· DB reads a series of questions for Mr. Gunn developed by EJ since this has been an on going issue.  DB asked Mr. Gunn if the engineer is going to certify with the submitted plans that the required zoning setbacks for the foundation and the retaining wall are being met.

· Mr. Gunn stated yes.

· DB asked if the retaining wall is structurally sound and is the engineer prepared to take responsibility for the walls structural integrity.

· FG stated yes.

· DB asked why the erosion controls have not been installed according to the previously approved plans.

· FG asked if they could go back to that question.

· DB stated that the plan submitted by Seth LaJoie, registered Sanitarian contains planned features (i.e. staircase and retaining wall features) which do not correlate with the plan stamped by Francis D’Onofrio (the certified engineer from Conn.).  DB asked Mr. Gunn with the exception of the septic system is the applicant satisfied that the plan prepared by D’Onofrio accurately contains all the planned features on the site (staircase, retaining walls).

· FG stated to the best of his knowledge, yes.

· DB stated that the plan submitted by D’Onofrio does not contain proposed site drainage considerations and asked Mr. Gunn what considerations are being made for drainage.

· FG stated that the existing conditions will still remain and will be elaborated on when you see the septic system.  FG stated that they were shown on the septic tank design.

· EJ stated that the proposed stairs are shown on the plan that shows the septic system.  EJ stated the plan from Mr. D’Onofrio does not show any stairs.  EJ stated the previous plan showed drainage coming down and that’s not accounted for on the septic plan.

· DB asked about the drainage pipes.

· FG stated that you have to go back to the original drawing.

· DB stated that the drainage needs to be put on the engineered plan.

· EJ stated that the staircase also needs to go on the engineered plan.

· DB stated that Mr. D’Onofrio received a 30 day pass starting July 1st.

· FG stated that the engineer told him he can only get certification for one month, once a year.

· EJ asked FG how soon he could get those items on the plan.

Public Hearing continued to 10/15/2009 @ 8:00 p.m.

· EJ asked FG why the erosion controls haven’t been shored up as they are required to be.

· FG stated that they have been.

· EJ asked if the erosion controls were staked with a filter fabric silt fence.

· FG stated yes.

· EJ stated that there is material coming out of the wall and under the silt fence down a gulley onto the neighbor’s property into the lake.  EJ stated that the next Order of Conditions issued will state if there are issues with the walls integrity the owner or the engineer will be responsible.  EJ stated if the owner is encroaching on an abutter’s property the landowner will be responsible.  EJ stated if there are issues with the sight being destabilized it will be dealt with enforcement.  EJ recommended to Mr. Gunn that before the October 15th meeting the erosion controls be properly placed.  EJ stated if the erosion controls can’t be installed because of the water line that is an acceptable reason and straw waddles be put behind the fabric if hay bales are not an option.

8:15 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 09/03/2009) - NOI DEP # 300-TBA:  Proposed septic system repair at 68 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Bernard & Rita Zajac.

· DB stated that Green Hill Engineering requested a continuation.

Public Hearing continued to 10/15/2009 @ 7:45 p.m.

8:30 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 09/03/2009) NOI DEP #300-TBA:  Proposal to construct a detached garage with associated site work at 31 South Shore Drive.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc. representing Gary Allard.

· EJ stated that she received a letter from James Smith after the previous hearing and addressed the concerns outlined in the letter:  EJ stated that JS was surprised by the map that was used by Jalbert Engineering and stated that the map provided to the Commission was the map that was presented at the hearing.  EJ stated JS asked about the depiction of the perennial stream on the maps presented because of the 200’ riparian area.  EJ stated that she consulted with U.S. topographic maps and also the aerial photo and it appears to be accurate based on what is shown on the plan.  EJ stated with regard to the buffer zone the riparian area is measured from the means of the high water line to the first observable breakage slope on the perennial stream.   EJ stated that the buffer zones are measured off of the wetland.  EJ stated she did a site visit and observed at the base of the driveway a swale that runs along the edge of the roadway and at the base of the slope there’s a carved out channel where the water goes down and into the water.  EJ stated there’s no evidence of erosion off of the driveway.  EJ stated she agreed with comments from other meetings with regard to the catch basin at the end of driveway.  

· LJ talked about sediment coming off the roadway.

· DG stated she has been out at the site during rainstorms and there is no water coming down the driveway.

· EG asked about the amount of gravel being removed from the site and how long it will take.

· LJ stated about 400 yards and the gravel will go from the excavator and then off site.  LJ stated the stones have to be stock piled.

· Mr. Mimeault asked about what kind of drainage is underground.

· DB stated there is no underground drainage on Mr. Mimeault’s side of the property.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DG for a negative determination for state jurisdiction and a positive determination for local jurisdiction with conditions.

                     Vote:  5/0. 

8:45 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 09/03/09) NOI DEP #300-TBA:  Proposal to complete renovations to a single family house and associated site work at 14 Birch St.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc. representing Edward Seman.

· EJ stated that she received a revised plan and recommends as conditions a plan that addresses the storm water adequately and suggested an outside individual monitor the construction of the storm water system and the final stabilization.  EJ stated there is an existing storm water situation going on.  EJ stated there was a foundation permit issued by the Building Department 08/03/2007 for the lifting of the home and the remodeling of the upstairs.  EJ stated the Planning Department also approved the raising of the foundation.  EJ stated the modifications are to install a timber wall and the inclusion of a proposed leach pit which would be outletted.  

· JB asked about the leach pit catching some of the surface runoff.

· EJ stated that it’s roof runoff.  EJ stated they are proposing to put in a berm with timbers.  EJ stated at a previous meeting there was a request to install a berm on one side but it was just a timber wall on the other. 

· DB asked how much backfill will be added.

· LJ stated one foot.

· DB talked about the need for some special material to be brought in because of the side walls of the cellar.

· An audience member asked about what the recommended materials are for the berm.

· LJ stated the materials will be pressure treated 4” into the ground.

· DB asked about getting rid of the wing wall.

· LJ showed on the plan where the wing wall will be removed.

· EG asked if the propane will go into the planter.

· Mr. Seman stated yes.

· EJ suggested that whoever monitors this site be competent and certified in storm water management.

MOTION:  By DG, seconded by JB to accept the proposed plan #300-811 with the Orders of Conditions as discussed.

                     Vote:  3/1

                                 1 abstention.

9:00 p.m. - 246 Fiske Hill Road:  Request for Amendment of Order of Conditions and follow up on compliance issues.

· EJ stated that Mr. Nadeau has agreed to walk the site with Commission members on 09/24/2009 @ 3:00 p.m.

· EG stated that he went over to the site today and the site is bone dry.

· EJ stated that Mr. Hanson is extremely ill and is unreachable.

· Mr. Zumulus asked for copies of minutes.

· EJ stated to Mr. Zumulus that he could request copies of minutes in writing via e-mail. 

OLD BUSINESS

Big Alum Lake - Request pertaining to boat ramp work and lake drawdown.

· EJ stated she received a request from Fish and Wildlife on doing the boat ramp repair on Big Alum.  EJ read the request which stated F&W is interested in drawing down this week 18” to allow complete construction of the boat ramp in the next 3 weeks.  EJ stated the current water level is 6-7” above normal levels.

· DB stated he would like to modify the date for the draw down to November 15th.

· The Commission voted to allow the 18” drawdown so F & W and DPW can complete the boat ramp repair.

Copy: Big Alum Associates

           Greg 

OSV Parking Area:

· EJ stated she is waiting for a quote from CME for the easement of OSV and the parking area plan.

Trail Markers:
· EJ stated Mr. Curboy has ordered the trail markers.

Hamant Brook:  

· EJ stated she has a meeting Monday to go out with Tom Chamberland to evaluate a location for the foot bridge.

Conservation Commission’s Current Balance:

· EJ stated the Commission has a current balance of $2,472.63.  EJ stated if all the items from PLAC and the Trails Committee wish list were totaled we would have a remaining balance of $234.63.  EJ stated the wish list includes three 16” metal rakes, three long handled shovels, three loppers, a 14’ tree pruner, a 6-12’ tree pruner, a 6 cubic foot wheel barrow and two 5lb. steel matticks.  EJ stated the High School is working on construction of a 10 x 12’ storage building for storage of the materials.  EJ asked if there was any objection allocating funds for there items.  EJ stated hearing none she will let them know they can proceed but the Commission needs a contact name.
Worcester-Stafford Turnpike Sign:
· EJ stated that a local historian, Joe Ouellette received grant funds to put in a Worcester-Stafford Turnpike Sign on the Heins Farm.  EJ stated that she was looking for the Commissions approval to place the sign.  EJ stated there was no objection.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Certificate of Compliance:

507 Leadmine Rd.

· EJ did a site visit and the site is stable, built to specifications and the applicant provided an as built plot plan.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WH to approve the request for Certificate of Compliance.

                     Vote:  5/0
Request for Minor Modifications to Orders of Conditions:

118 Leadmine Road

· EJ stated she did a site visit and the site is stable and built to specifications.  EJ stated she received a request for minor modifications for the addition of a front porch, back porch and a pre-cast hatchway outside the 25’ and the 50’ buffer zone.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by EG to approve the site modifications as submitted.

                     Vote:  5/0.

287 Cedar Street: 

· EJ stated she received a request to extend the 24’ by 24’ garage at 287 Cedar Street by 8’, making it 24’ by 32’ and modifying the erosion controls.  

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to approve the extension of the garage.

                     Vote:  5/0

Extensions to Orders of Conditions/ORADs

118 Leadmine Road:  Request for extension to Orders of Conditions.

· EJ stated that the site is stable.
MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DB to grant the extension to 2012.

                     Vote:  4/1

Letter Permits

91 Shore Road:  Request for tree removal:

· Joe Kowalski stated that he did a site visit and the tree is leaning but not hazardous and it’s healthy.

· DB asked for a consensus from the Commission.  EG, DG and WH expressed opposition.  DB stated without a consensus the approval couldn’t be granted.

495 Leadmine Road:  Request to extend an existing deck:

· EJ stated she received a request to extend an existing deck 15.6’ toward the lake.  EJ stated the current deck is approximately 140’ from the lake.  EJ recommended placing pea stone around the footings and under the entire deck if vegetation can’t be established.

· DB suggested digging the holes by hand or something other than a front end loader.

· EG asked if there is slope.

· EJ stated there is slope where they’re placing the deck.

Sign Permit

Correspondences

Land Use Permits

Open Space Update:
American Hiking Society:

· EJ stated that the American Hiking Society is moving forward with the 09/26/09 trail day.
Heins Farm:
· EJ stated that she met with Northern Tree regarding Heins Farm to discuss invasives and to get a quote on the tree removal.  EJ stated she is presently working on DPW going out and doing brush hogging.

Forest Stewardship Program:  

· EJ received a letter stating the Commission will be awarded $7,500.00 for reimbursement for the stewardship plan.

Forest Cutting Plan:

· EJ stated Leslie Wong contacted Joe Thoreau, the Forester, 47 Findlay Road to get an update on the status of the forest cutting plan.  JT stated he is waiting because the market is low right now and wanted to wait another year to evaluate the market.
· DB asked if there was any objection for JT to wait a year.  DB stated hearing none the Commission should contact JT and let him know that it’s ok.
9:30 PM SITE VISIT SCHEDULE

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by EG to adjourn @ 10:35 p.m.
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