STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for Thursday, September 03, 2009

Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Jeff Bonja, Wendy Hanson, Joe Kowalski (alternate member) and Calvin Montigney (alternate member).

Members absent:  Ed Goodwin and Donna Grehl.

Also Present:  Erin Jacque (EJ), Conservation Agent, Tom Chamberland, Mark Farrell from Green Hill Engineering, Ed Seman, Lenny Jalbert of Jalbert Engineering, Peter Mimeault, Gary Allard, Maryann Allard, Heather Blakeley of Bertin Engineering, James Tetreault, Chip Silvestri (not signed in) Andy Zumulas (not signed in)  John Segune (not signed in) and Pam Galowski(not signed in).

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· EG and DG are not present.

Approval of Minutes

Walk-ins:

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 12/04/2008) - Amended NOI #300-711:  Proposal to add an additional retaining wall and modify drainage plan at 36/38 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted Fred Gunn.

· EJ stated that Mr. Gunn could not be here tonight.  EJ stated she went out to the site today and there are compliance issues that need to be addressed immediately.

Public Hearing continued to September 17, 2009 @ 8:00 p.m.

· DB stated that the Commission told Mr. Gunn that he needed to get a professional engineered stamp on the plan.  DB stated that the plan has a professional engineered stamp from Connecticut.  DB stated that the Engineer from Connecticut received a temporary professional Engineer certification in July from the Commonwealth of MA which has inconsistencies; it does not reflect what’s on the ground.  DB stated that the inconsistencies must be addressed.  

7:45 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 09/03/2009) - NOI DEP #300-810:  Proposed septic system repair at 68 Goodrich Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Bernard & Rita Zajac.

· Mark Farrell from Green Hill Engineering stated that the cesspool needs to be brought up to compliance with Title V.  MF stated that the applicant uses lake water for domestic water supply so he would like to put in a well.  MF stated that the applicant is proposing to put in a well and holding tank.  MF stated there are very steep slopes.

· EJ stated that Alyssa from Board of Health left her a message stating that it looked like a tight tank is needed at the site.  EJ showed pictures to the Commission and stated that erosion controls are appropriately placed.  EJ asked MF if there is any excavation associated with this.

· MF stated that the best solution would be for Fibre Tech to fabricate a fiberglass tank that would go inside the existing cesspool which would not require excavation.

· EJ stated hay bales would be needed if there’s any excavation.

· MF stated the suggestion is to come down the cart path 4’ off the building.  MF stated that they will have to remove the deck with a 4’ trench going to the house.

Public Hearing continued to September 17th, 2009 @ 8:15 p.m.

8:00 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 08/06/09) Forest Stewardship Plan Presentation for One Old Sturbridge Village Road - John Clark, Forester.

Public Hearing continued to September 17th, 2009 @ 7:15 p.m.

8:15 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 09/03/09) Request for Determination:  Proposal to construct a detached garage with associated site work at 31 South Shore Drive.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc. representing Gary Allard.

· EJ showed the plan to the Commission and stated that there’s an existing gravel driveway and a rock slope which the applicant is proposing to put in a detached garage.  EJ stated all work is outside the WPA jurisdiction and is only jurisdictional under the local bylaw.  EJ stated whether any additional erosion control considerations would be accounted for in the driveway and the other concern is the drainage around the garage.

· DB asked about a storm drain at the end of the driveway.

· Gary Allard showed the Commission on the plan where the 500 gallon drywell is with 15 yards of stone around it.  GA showed where the gutters drain in the backyard and stated all the gutters tie into the drywell.  GA stated that the driveway is sloped going into that and the overflow from that goes into the drainage pipe that is on the original plan that goes down the driveway.  GA stated there is a leaching drain pipe going down the driveway set in stone and a catch basin at the bottom that crosses over into the river.

· EJ asked if the catch basin was newly installed with this project because it wasn’t shown on the as built.

· GA and LJ stated yes.

· DB asked about the pitch of the driveway and asked about a drip strip that doesn’t get picked up by drainage.

· LJ stated that the drainage will percolate into the gravel.  LJ stated that you could put a row of crushed stone along the garage which the applicant agreed to do. 

· DB asked what the increase of runoff will be.

· LJ stated 250 cupid feet per second.

· EJ asked about erosion controls in the driveway.

· GA stated erosion controls will be there during construction at the end of the worksite.

· Peter Mimeault, 76 South Shore Drive asked if perimeter drains will be coming towards his property since GA’s property is higher.

· GA stated everything is sloped away from his property and the water runs at a right angle to the contour away from PM’s property.

· PM asked if there is a perimeter drain around the house.

· GA stated yes. 

· John Segune stated that he lives below GA where the swamp is filling up with sand.

· DB asked if it was filling up from the road or GA’s house.

· JS stated that it started when the house was constructed.  JS stated that the town comes to fix the road but the fix is temporary and he’s worried about the pipe plugging up.  JS stated when the pipe does fill up his water turns brown.

· EJ asked if the water coming down the road is entering into the catch basin.

· JS stated that the water coming down is from the driveway and the road but it comes around the corner and over the pipe.

· EJ asked if this is the outlet pipe for GA’s catch basin.

· JS stated the catch basin has no effect because the water rushes down and it doesn’t pitch over enough to go into the catch basin.

· DB stated that this has been an on going problem before the construction of Mr. Allard’s house because it’s a private road.  DB stated that he tries to have the town pitch the road as opposed to having it centered and they can’t do it.  DB asked if the neighbors could come up with a plan to present to DPW.  DB suggested a site visit during a storm.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by WH to continue the public hearing to September 17th, 2009 @ 8:30 p.m.

8:30 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 09/03/09) NOI DEP #300-811: Proposal to complete renovations to a single-family house and associated site work at 14 Birch Street.  Jalbert Engineering, Inc. representing Edward Seman.

· EJ stated that there was an active Order of Conditions that had expired so the Commission issued an enforcement order July 17th, 2009 when EJ received a complaint that fill was being placed on the site.  EJ showed photos of the site to the Commission and stated she has outstanding compliance issues with the site.  EJ showed the previous plan and the proposal was to bring in fill around the foundation to account for the frost issue.  EJ stated there is a significant volume of drainage coming down off of Birch Rd.  EJ stated many of the hay bales have been replaced but other hay bales need to be replaced.   EJ stated that by raising the site up it has caused drainage issues.  EJ stated at the end of the swale she is concerned how it’s going to be dealt with in terms of a level spreader.  EJ stated she is concerned with drainage considerations for the house i.e. roof drains, gutters, drip edges, dry wells.

· LJ stated what they are doing now is putting a wall about 2 ½’ high on the side of the house and showed on the plan where the area would be filled.  LJ stated from the retaining wall south they’re leaving it in its natural state.  LJ showed on the plan where the water comes off the site and where it flows down the road.

· JB asked by doing this are they removing water from the neighbor’s property.

· LJ stated the contours will stay the same.

· JB is inaudible.

· LJ stated they have done that on the north side of the house.

· DB asked what the planter will be made of.

· Ed Seman, the owner stated it will be a dry, stone wall to hold that area in.

· JB asked about a swale.

· LJ stated that you could take the swale and put it on both sides although it would be very tight. 

· EJ asked when the water comes down is it going to be spreading.

· LJ showed the Commission on the plan that the water will be coming down to the boat ramp.

· EJ asked where the berm will stop.

· An abutter stated he has fixed the on going water issue on his property and asked if something could done on the applicants property because he has lost a foot of depth in the lake.

· Discussion amongst the Commission, LJ, the applicant and the abutters.

· Pam Galowski, an abutter stated her concern is about the foundation being 10’.

· DB asked about the foundation permit.

· LJ stated there’s a new regulation after the foundation was put in a few years ago.

· DB suggested a continuation because he questions the legality of what is in the ground.  DB stated that the Commission needs to have some kind of explanation on the plan or in narrative form as to what the flower beds are made of.

· LJ asked if they could have permission to put in new hay bales now.

· DB and EJ stated yes.

Public Hearing continued to September 17th, 2009 @ 8:45 p.m.

9:00 p.m. Public Hearing - (Hearing opened 08/20/09) NOI DEP #300-806:  Proposal to redevelop the existing site including re-grading the existing parking lot, new landscaping, modifications to impervious areas, and additional site work at 413 & 419 Main Street.  Application submitted by Bertin Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Pioneer Brewing Company.

· HB stated that they have addressed the concerns of grading; they took the location of where the puddle is and made it the high point of the site.

· DB asked what kind of provisions they have to make certain the grading is going to be maintained after the first winter plowing.

· HB stated that they are pushing the water away from the problem area.

· WH suggested yearly maintenance.

MOTION:  Moved by JB, seconded by WH to approve with noted conditions.

                     Vote:  3/0.

9:15 p.m. - 246 Fiske Hill Road:  Request for Amendment of Order of Conditions and follow up on compliance issues with sequence of construction.

· EJ reads the correspondence from Mr. Levesque that she received:  “Erin per our conversation I will not be submitting a plan to the Commission for review.  I have been out of contact with Mr. Hanson since we last spoke.  During our conversation Mr. Hanson told me he would call back when he was feeling better.  RLA was unable to move forward with any plans until our client is available for consultation.  Please note RLA will not submit any plans for any additional work above and beyond the scope of the original work order. 

·  EJ stated that RL was concerned that he had not been in touch with his client and that no matter what direction he goes in there are issues with abutters of the property.  EJ stated what they have on the table is an approved plan and if they make modifications they might be liable if they make efforts to fix the drainage situations.  EJ stated that she did a site visit and the main issue on the site is the first culvert leading to the lot, where there are some erosion issues.  EJ showed pictures to the Commission and stated coming down off the driveway there is some washout which is getting beyond the straw waddle so the material she saw has not gone beyond the hay bale line but it is leverage to require action to correct.

· DB asked if the site is stable.

· EJ stated the site is stable with the exception of the above issue.

· DB stated it’s not an issue if it’s not getting beyond the hay bale line.

· JB suggested writing a letter to the owner to address the issue and cc Levesque.  

· Chip Silvestri requested a copy of the letter via e-mail.

9:30 p.m. Public Hearing (Hearing opened 09/03/2009) RDA:  Proposal to complete site work related to 3 single family house lots at the Highlands Subdivision.  Application submitted by Thompson-Liston Associates, Inc. on behalf of Tom Moss.

· Tom Moss stated his intent is to work on lots 16 and 17A to put the top course on the roads in the fall and to ask for an acceptance of the roads at the spring town meeting.  TM stated that their hoping to finish lot 12 in the spring.

· EJ stated that the motion would by a negative determination of the WPA, a positive determination of the local bylaw for lots 16, 17A, 9 and 12 excluding lot 22 from any approvals.

MOTION:  Moved by JB, seconded by DB to issue a negative determination of the WPA and a positive determination of the local bylaw for lots 16, 17A, 9 and 12 excluding lot 22.

                   Vote:  3/0.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Certificate of Compliance:

DEP #300-534-176 Podunk Rd.

· EJ stated she went out to the site and the site is stable, the as built plan looks like the septic system was built per the plan.

MOTION:  Moved by JB, seconded by WH to issue a Certificate of Compliance.

                     Vote:  3/0.

DEP #300-759 12 Birch Street

· EJ stated that the site is stable.

MOTION:  Moved by JB, seconded by WH to issue the Certificate of Compliance.

                     Vote:  3/0.

Letter Permits

91 Shore Rd.

· EJ stated that she received a request for tree removal and went out to the site.  EJ stated that there is a power line close to the house and read the review from the certified arborist.  EJ stated that the tree looked healthy.
· DB suggested a site visit. 
Sign Permits

Correspondences

Notification from NHESP of Vernal Pool Certification:

· EJ stated that she received certification from NHESP for a vernal pool east of New Boston Rd. and South of the MA Turnpike.

Big Alum Lake:

· EJ stated that she received notice of the Big Alum Lake drawdown starting November 1st, 2009.
Forest Cutting Plan

· EJ stated she received a Forest Cutting Plan from Roger Plourde.  EJ stated she is waiting for site visit times and dates.
Open Space Update:

· EJ stated that she and Leslie Wong are working with Scott Young and CME on an estimate and believes she secured funding for the parking area plan, the easement plan and hopefully for the trail plan which she received a verbal approval.
Land Use Permits

OLD BUSINESS:

PLAC Update

· TC stated in regards to the ORV policy there are still betterment funds under Conservation for anything that is trail related.  TC stated there are suggestions by PLAC on how to expend those funds such as tools, signs and lots.  TC stated that they have parking lot signs and parking lot ID signs coming along with some A- frame signs.  TC stated they are working on a tool list and there’s been discussion for the need for a storage shed. TC stated when bridge #2 was put in one of the stones was not properly installed and asked permission to go in and set it.

· EJ said yes, but take pictures and she cautions about materials falling into the stream. 

Follow up on outstanding sites with concerns:

· EJ stated that she received the Response Action Report regarding the diesel release on I-90 and there were no permanent effects.

9:45 PM SITE VISIT SCHEDULE

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by JB to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.

                     Vote:  3/0

PAGE  
1

