
STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Minutes for Wednesday, May 5, 2004

MEMBERS PRESENT
 D. Barnicle, D. Mitchell, E. Goodwin, J. Hoffman

7:00 PM

Upcoming meetings will be scheduled on 5/13, 5/27, 6/3 and 6/24.  There are no meeting dates set for July at this time.

CPA UPDATE
· E. Goodwin was unanimously nominated J. Hoffman - M, seconded – D. Mitchell, and re-elected to the CPAC 

· E. Goodwin reviewed the town meeting events that led up to the approval of $90,000 for the Long Pond property.  He noted that the chair of the CPAC was contacting the landowner.

· D. Mitchell asked E. Goodwin to convey to the CPAC that they need to present proposals to Town Meeting in a much more clear and concise manner.  

MINUTES REVIEW
Tabled

CORRESPONDENCE REVIEW
Correspondence reviewed included;

· A letter from E. Galonek regarding parking of cars on Hinman Street for Whistling Swan employees.  The site should not be used for commercial vehicle parking but it does not become an SCC issue unless and until a permit is submitted or there is damage to a resource.  If damage occurs to the stream, the current landowners will have to remediate any damage.

· The SCC reviewed the letter of resignation from N. Ryder and thanked her for her service to the Commission.

DISCUSSION OF NEW INFORMATION
· The Building Inspectors report is now available on his web page.  Copies of the monthly report only will be placed in commissioner’s mailboxes.

· A one-acre parcel to be attached to 18 Whittemore Road is being taken out of chapter 61 land bank.  E. Goodwin will pass the information on to CPAC and Open Space to see if they have any interest in assuming the first right of refusal.

· The SCC discussed self-imposed hardships.  Unanimous agreement to add a no-tolerance clause for self-imposed hardships to all permits and application forms.

· The Commission unanimously commended and expressed appreciation to D. Mitchell for his outstanding work on lake monitoring and his presentation.  D. Mitchell graciously accepted the thanks, extended thanks to N. Ryder for organization and support work, and outlined the future lakes monitoring plans.

· D. Barnicle's good news for the meeting was about some raiding birds in Arkansas stealing money from a coin changer at a car wash.  Apparently the birds flew down into the machine and picked up the coins then came flew back up.  After watching a videotape of the criminals in action, security went up on the roof of the carwash and found over $3000.00 in coins dropped there by the birds.  

REVIEW OF SITE VISITS
· Soper – swimming pool on Whittemore, no haybales are installed.  D. Barnicle will site visit and enforce installation of erosion control.

· Site visits on 5/2 were cancelled.  Make up site visits are scheduled for May 16, Sunday as follows.

· 7:30 – 186 and 222 New Boston Road

· 9:00 – 289 Clarke Road Extension

· 10:00 – 83 McGilpin Road, 97 McGilpin Road, McGilpin Road in general.

· N. Ryder will meet with C. Ferguson, the abutter to 83 McGilpin Road, on 5/6 at 5:00.

· D. Mitchell site visited the Champoux Road and Brookfield Road lots with K. Rabbitt.  He approved while on site using an existing cart path to access the second lot from Champoux as it would not be possible to enter the property off of 148.    N. Ryder noted that there was a wetland through the center and the permits had specifically required a buffer.  N. Ryder is to get copies of the approved plans to D. Mitchell for review.

MINOR WALK IN REQUESTS
· David Wade for a letter permit request for a garage addition at 18 Whittemore Road.  Garage is 145 feet from a stream and wetland.  Due to topography and vegetative cover and existing stone wall, there is no chance of erosion into wetlands.  Excavation is minor.  Erosion control will be installed at the 130 foot buffer line.  Photos were presented to show the lot.  Approved with conditions by unanimous vote.  See Letter Permit for details.  
PUBLIC HEARING  - NoI cont. – Green Hill Engineering for Marin Realty for single family home construction and related at 83 McGilpin Road (lot 2).
D. Barnicle opened the public hearing, present were M. Farrell and C. Ferguson.

E. Goodwin recused himself as a family member to an abutter.

Submitted information-

· A letter from C. Ferguson, an abutter, addressing the wetland delineation deficiencies was read by the commissioners and added to the record.  

· He noted that during rainstorms a small channel of flowing water connected the two wetlands but was not noted on the site plan.  

· He noted that the area was wet for most of the spring but dried in the late summer.  

· In addition the western wetland was not correctly flagged and the elevations were incorrect or not clearly visible on the plan.

Topics Discussed - 

· Original parcels held in common.

· Subdivision, redivision of the properties.

· Delineation concerns noted by the abutter.

Applicant Comments – 

· M. Farrell outlined the site plan as submitted including the lot location, wetlands, beaver dam, McGilpin Road culvert, buffer zones.

SCC Comments –

· D. Barnicle asked for clarification on the buffer zones, the delineation to the north, and the location of the wet area identified by C. Ferguson as being present but not on the site plan.

· The elevation drops were reviewed and questioned for accuracy.

· D. Barnicle asked for the existing cart path to be outlined and included on a revised plan showing all site details.

· D. Barnicle questioned if the fuel oil/grease smell had been addressed.  He noted that previous letters and permits issued by the SCC had specified future work required wells and water samples be tested for VOC’s.

· D. Mitchell noted that the area was a previous dump site and the oil and grease or unknown organic compounds was not from natural sources.

· At the request of J. Hoffman, N. Ryder read into the meeting the letter and notes from 9/29/02, 9/19/02, 8/31/02 and 9/10/02 relating to water quality, the oil/grease smell, and water testing for hydrocarbons required for all home lots.  (These letters are available on request from DEP file 300-465).

· D. Mitchell asked if the flagging had been redone by Green Hill.

Applicant Responses-

· M. Farrell stated that the area being noted by C. Ferguson was outside the immediate work area and the closer delineation so he did not review it.  He took the data from the earlier filing for the edges of the site and focused his review on the immediate work area.

· He noted that he did not take elevations outside the immediate work area, they were pulled from pre-existing plans.

· The flags noted were from an earlier delineation.  He did not recheck the flagging.

Issues, Comments Concerns – 

· SCC unanimously agreed that a revised plan clearly showing all wetlands delineated with specific locations and elevations clearly shown needed to be submitted on a revised site plan.

· A site visit to review the resource areas and their hydrologic connections needed to be taken.

· N. Ryder noted that the wetland on the west side of the original 83 McGilpin had not been delineated formally as no work was to be conducted in that vicinity.   She noted that at the time the flagging had been noted as incorrect but was not an issue for the single family home project presented. 

· D. Mitchell asked for the well and septic locations to be outlined.  Done.

Abutter Concerns – 

· C. Ferguson concerns.  See information submitted notes above.

· E. Goodwin speaking as an abutter asked what portion of the larger lot was shown for this home proposal.  He noted that landlocking the back by developing this lot, may be the result of the project proposed.  He noted that the land in back had two other access parcels owned in common.  

SCC Responses- 

· J. Hoffman asked for confirmation that there was now one 22 acre single family home lot.  

Discussion – 

· The SCC discussed at length the letters and permit from 2002 as well as water quality issues relating to human consumption as opposed to health of wetlands.  D. Mitchell stated that if the homeowners were using a deep artesian well, which was properly sealed, if there was contamination in a shallow aquifer it would not likely be an issue.  N. Ryder and D. Barnicle stated that they would want to know clearly if there were hydrocarbon contaminants in water on their property.  D. Mitchell also noted that many volatiles travel along the top of the groundwater table.  While volatiles in ground water may pose a drinking hazard for humans, they do not necessarily pose a hazard to the environment if they are in soils.  J. Hoffman noted that while well testing was not typically in the SCC purview, M. Sosik had agreed during the meeting and by not appealing the content of the letters or permit to well testing for hydrocarbons.  Due to the strong odor the SCC agreed that if a permit were to be issued it would reflect the requirements of the earlier written documents.

· C. Ferguson stated that there appeared to be an oily film on areas near the wetland.  M. Farrell agreed that there was a sheen on the area near the wetland, but stated that it was not necessarily unnatural.  D. Mitchell noted that if you break the sheen and it fractures but remains geometric it is likely from a natural source.  If it becomes globular it is not likely natural. 

· D. Mitchell will bring information relating to impacts of VOC’s on wetlands. 

Information to be Submitted-

· See above for details

· Revised site plan showing clearly all delineation flags, to be reviewed for accuracy.

· The water flow is to be shown on the plan and it’s relation to the two wetlands identified.

· The location of the existing cart path

· Correct elevations.

Site Visit-

· 5/16 @ 10:00 AM

Continuation-

· to 5/27 @ 9:30 PM.

PUBLIC HEARINGS -  continued for closure and review and/or issuance of permits

· NoI – Green Hill Engineering for Jeffries for single-family home and septic system, demolition, and reconstruction at 25 Cooper Road. Approved and permitted as amended by unanimous vote.
· NoI – Green Hill Engineering for Kruczek for an addition to an existing single-family home at 70 Shattuck Road. Approved and permitted as presented by unanimous vote.
· NoI- Celuzza, 125 Mashapaug, Permit signing only. SCC reviewed the revised plans and approved the project as amended by unanimous vote.
PUBLIC HEARING –New Foresting Application Review 

Tabled

NEW BUSINESS
Tabled

OLD BUSINESS 

Tabled

OTHER BUSINESS
Tabled

LETTER PERMITS
· Opacum – request to breach the new beaver dam to control flooding over the existing foot trail.  Approved – unanimous

· Opacum – request to utilize the existing, flooded cartpath to remove the trailer debris site.  Foresting material such as a rubber mat or chained logs will be used to prevent erosion problems while crossing.  Approved – unanimous.

· Request from Leo to send a letter to the Planning Board and ZBA supporting a variance.  The SCC after lengthy and detailed discussion, unanimously felt that while the plan presented met SCC needs and improved site conditions to the lake and the road way support, there might be alternatives to the plan proposed that also meet ZBA and PB regulations and setbacks.   They felt sending a letter exceeded the commission’s purview and declined the request.

· Request from Concesion – 20 Woodside Circle for a pool and deck within an already disturbed fenced in area.  Area is completely enclosed.  Deck on sonatubes.  Pool is above ground.  Letter Permit approved pending site visit by N. Ryder to confirm details presented.   Conditions, erosion control along inside base of fence.  No pumping pool water down bank.  Must be removed from site.

· Request for removal of 1 tree at 75 South Shore Drive.  OK’d, no stumping.

CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE
· Robinson – 64 South Shore Drive – site visit or photos are needed.  

Motion to close, 9:30, approved by unanimous vote.
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