FINAL

Board of Assessor Public Meeting Minutes
October 17, 2011, 5:00 p.m.

Attendance: 

Dan Matte, Chairman (DM)

Kevin Arena, Vice Chair (KA)

Principal Assessor, William B. Mitchell (WM)

Absent: Carol Childress, Secretary (CC)

Meeting called to order:  DM called meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. 
Meeting Minutes: 

10/03/2011 Draft Executive Session Minutes. These minutes were tabled until the next meeting. CC and DM were the members at the 10/03/2011 meeting and need to be present to vote. 
Assessor Signatures Required: 

· Four Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Abatements
· Ten exemption applications

· Two Notices of Commitment

· Two Warrants to Collector

· Four reversals of abatements to collect personal property taxes on the Econo-Lodge property located on Main Street.
· WM researched the personal property taxes on this property due to questions from the 10/03/2011 meeting by CC and DM. The board of assessors had originally signed off on the taxes as being uncollectable because a bank was in the process of foreclosure and the company was filing bankruptcy. These reversals allow the collector to accept payment by the foreclosing bank for these past due taxes, who has already submitted the payment.
Principal Assessor Updates and New Business: 

The board of assessors reviewed 21 abatement applications that WM had physically visited between 10/04/2011 & 10/14/2011. Two abatement applications were not acted upon due to possible withdrawals. Two abatement applications were denied. 17 abatement applications were granted due to a reduction of value based on physical changes after an inspection by WM. All motions to abate, deny or table these abatements were made by KA, 2nd’d by DM and all were in favor.
Old Business: 

- WM revealed the decision in favor of the Town of Sturbridge on the ATB case involving 60 Goodrich Road. 

- WM will draft a job description in the near future for additional staffing that is needed in the Assessor’s office.

Document Locations: 

All documents are located on file in the Assessor’s office in the town of Sturbridge. 

Next Meeting Date: November 7th, 5:00 p.m., Town Hall Conference Room 2, 2nd Floor.
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