Board of Assessor Meeting Minutes

December 13, 2010 – 4:00pm

Attendance:

John Lafleche

Kevin Arena

Daniel Matte

William B. Mitchell

Guests:

Carol Childress

Thomas Creeden

Tasks:

The meeting was called to order at 4:05pm. The minutes from November 29, 2010 were read. A motion to accept the meeting minutes as written was made by Daniel Matte. Kevin Arena seconded the motion and the decision was unanimous.
The board members signed the following documents:

1) 2 Warrants to Collector for Sewer Betterment Payoffs.
2) 2 Notices of Commitment for Sewer Betterment Payoffs.
3) The monthly report of motor vehicle abatements for November, 2010.
4) The monthly report of real estate abatements and exemptions for November, 2010.
5) 6 Notices of denials to abate motor vehicle excise taxes.
6) 9 Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Abatements.

7) 1 Senior Exemption.

Summary & Discussion:

1) The following abatement applications were reviewed:

A) Real Estate (Application #83) - 92 McGargle Road, Single Family Waterfront Camp.
1. The principal assessor presented the reasons for abatement that were clarified in a letter from Thomas Creeden to the Board of Assessors. A long discussion regarding Mr. Creeden’s arguments of functional obsolescence on McGargle Road were taken under consideration by the Board of Assessors and more information regarding this area was requested by the Board. The board abstained from voting on this abatement until further review is done by the principal assessor. The board will revisit this application at a later scheduled meeting.
B) Real Estate (Application #32) – 5 Martel Road, Single Family Camp.

1. Denied based on comparable sales and an exterior inspection by the principal assessor.

C) Real Estate (Application #64) – 67 Old Farm Road, Single Family Residence.

1. Granted due to a decline in building value after a complete inspection by the principal assessor.

D) Real Estate (Application #99) – 55 Brookfield Road, Two Family Residence.

1. Granted due to a decline in building value after a complete inspection by the principal assessor.
E) Real Estate (Application #29) – 6 Cormack Road, Single Family Waterfront Camp.

1. Granted due to a slight decline in building value after a complete inspection by the principal assessor.

F) Real Estate (Application #92) – 18 McGregory Road, Single Family Residence.

1. Granted due to a decline in building value after a complete inspection by the principal assessor.

G) Real Estate (Application #45) – 99 Shore Road, Single Family Waterfront Camp.

1. Denied based on comparable sales and an exterior inspection by the principal assessor.

H) Real Estate (Application #100) – 103 New Boston Road, Single Family Residence.

1. Granted due to corrections in physical data after a complete inspection by the principal assessor.

I) Real Estate (Application #93) – 334 Leadmine Road, Single Family Residence. 

1. Granted due to a slight decline in building value after a complete inspection by the principal assessor.

J) Real Estate (Application #50) – 3 Cherry Brook Circle, Vacant Land. 

1. Granted due to a site visit by the principal assessor and a change in usage classification to potentially developable land. 

K) Real Estate (Application #51) – 167 New Boston Road, Vacant Land. 

1. Granted due to due to a site visit by the principal assessor and a change in usage classification to unbuildable land. 

L) Real Estate (Application #52) – 163 New Boston Road, Vacant Land. 

1. Granted due to a site visit by the principal assessor and change in usage classification to unbuildable land.

M) Real Estate (Application #40) – 59 Cedar Street, Single Family Residence. 

1. Granted due to physical depreciation and a decline in the building value based on a complete inspection by the principal assessor. 

N) Real Estate (Application #78) – 4 Regep Lane, Vacant Land. 

1. Denied based on a site visit by the principal assessor and comparable sales.
O) Real Estate (Application #79) – 1 Regep Lane, Vacant Land.

1. Denied based on a site visit by the principal assessor and comparable sales.

P) Real Estate (Application #80) – 6 Regep Lane, Vacant Land.
1. Denied based on a site visit by the principal assessor and comparable sales. 

Q) Real Estate (Application #95) – 6 Farquhar Road, Single Family Residence.

1. Denied based on similar comparable sales.

R) Real Estate (Application #31) – 4 Westwood Drive, Single Family Residence.
1. Granted based on a complete inspection by the principal assessor, physical depreciation and incorrect data on the building.

S) Real Estate (Application #46) – 10 Crescent Way, Condominium Residence.

1. Granted based on a complete inspection by the principal assessor and incorrect data on the building.

Note:

Dan Matte excused himself from the meeting at 5:00pm due to other obligations.

Old Business:

The board and principal assessor discussed the procedures for combining and splitting sites that abut another parcel with the same owner. The principal assessor drafted procedures for the combination and splitting of sites for the board’s review. A discussion took place regarding the procedures and some corrections that need to be made to incorporate all scenarios.
The board and principal assessor also continued the discussion of hiring independent contractors for cyclical inspections. The town administrator has been working on a contract between the town and potential contractors for the board’s approval. Upon the board’s acceptance of this contract, the principal assessor will move toward hiring independent contractors to complete the deadline for cyclical inspections. This will be re-visited at a later meeting.

Document Locations:

All documents and reports noted above are located on file in the assessor’s office in the Town of Sturbridge. 

Next Scheduled Meeting:

December 20, 2010 – 4:00pm

Meeting Adjourned:

A motion to adjourn the meeting on December 13, 2010 at 6:00pm was made by Kevin Arena. Daniel Matte seconded the motion. The decision was unanimous.

