Board of Assessor Meeting Minutes

November 1, 2010 – 4:00pm

Attendance:

John Lafleche

Daniel Matte

Kevin Arena

William B. Mitchell

Tasks:

The meeting was called to order at 4:00pm. The minutes from October 4, 2010 were read. A motion to accept the meeting minutes as written was made by Dan Matte. John Lafleche seconded the motion and the decision was unanimous.

Kevin Arena arrived to the meeting at approximately 5:00pm and the minutes from October 18, 2010 were read. A motion to accept the meeting minutes as written was made by Kevin Arena. John Lafleche seconded the motion and the decision was unanimous.

The board members signed the following documents:

1) The Monthly Motor Vehicle Abatement Report.

2) The 2008 Personal Property Abatement Report.

3) The 2007 Personal Property Abatement Report.

4) The Monthly Personal Property Abatement Report.

5) The Monthly Real Estate Abatement & Exemption Report.

6) 1 Warrant to Collector for a Sewer Betterment Payoff.

7) 1 Notice of Commitment for a Sewer Betterment Payoff.

8) 7 Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Abatements. (John Lafleche abstained from signing one of the abatements due to a family relationship.)

9) 2 Veterans Exemptions.

10) 1 Surviving Spouse/Senior Exemption.

Summary & Discussion:

1) The principal assessor discussed the procedure and case law regarding the combination of parcels and how the ownership types may effect the combination of some parcels. The owners of the following properties requested them to be combined or separated:

A) 29 & 29A Bennetts Road (Separate)

B) 50 & 52 Wallace Road (Combine)

C) 46 & 48 Wallace Road (Combine)

The principal assessor will call the Massachusetts Department of Revenue for clarification on this issue and notify the board at the next meeting of the findings.

2) A notice to all residents and board members was presented to the Board of Assessors notifying them of the upcoming meeting of the Sturbridge Master Plan Steering Committee.

3) A notice to all Worcester County Assessor Association members was presented to the Board of Assessors regarding the annual meeting that will be held for the new slate of officers to be voted on for the upcoming year.

4) The following abatement applications were reviewed:

A) Personal Property (Application #20)  - Alba Rosa Florist, 139 Main Street

1. Denied due to occupation as of January 1, 2010. Dan Matte abstained from signing this application due to a tenant/landlord relationship.

B) Real Estate (Application #1) – 22 Hall Road, Vacant Land

1. Granted due to site being determined un-build able.

C) Real Estate (Application #15) – 20 Hall Road, Vacant Land

1. Granted due to site being determined un-build able.

D) Real Estate (Application #17) – 130 Lake Road, Two Cottages on one site.

1. Denied due to the lack of sales data determining a value or adjustment for the amount of frontage on a lake.

E) Real Estate (Application #12) – 62 Mt. Dan Road, Camp

1. Granted due to a reduction in building value.

F) Real Estate (Application #11) – 84 McGargle Road, Camp

1. Granted due to a reduction in building value.

G) Real Estate (Application #7) – 39 Glendale Road, Single Family Residence

1. Granted due to incorrect physical data and reduction in building value.

H) Real Estate (Application #34) – 3 Old Stagecoach Road, Single Family Residence

1. Granted due to incorrect physical data and reduction in building value.

I) Real Estate (Application #42)– 15 Apple Hill Road, Single Family Residence

1. Granted due to incorrect physical data and reduction in building value.

5) The principal assessor informed the board that documentation was given to the town administrator for a recommendation on hiring independent appraisers to perform cyclical inspections for the town of Sturbridge.

 Document Locations:

All documents and reports noted above are located on file in the assessor’s office in the Town of Sturbridge. 

Next Scheduled Meeting:

November 15, 2010 – 4:00pm

Meeting Adjourned:

A motion to adjourn the meeting on November 1, 2010 at 5:35pm was made by Dan Matte. John Lafleche seconded the motion. The decision was unanimous. Kevin Arena stayed for a briefing by the principal assessor on what was discussed in the first half of the meeting. William Mitchell and Kevin Arena adjourned the briefing at 6:00pm.

