DRAFT

Board of Assessor Public Meeting Minutes
July 25, 2011, 5:00 p.m.

Attendance: 

Daniel Matte, Chair (DM)

Carol Childress, Secretary (CC)

Principal Assessor, William B. Mitchell (WM)

Absent: Kevin Arena 

Guests: Denise LaChapelle and Richard Paradise of 277 Leadmine Road. WM had received an application from Paradise requesting a change from M.G.L. Chapter 61B to 61A. The change will affect three properties he owns: #294, 298, and 300 Leadmine Road. Total acreage effected: 17.5 acres. This change will take effect on 1/1/12 for fiscal year 2013. LaChapelle and Paradise wish to grow and sell both Christmas trees and live trees for landscaping. DM signed before the Town Clerk who notarized his signature on the applicable tax lien earlier today. DM and CC signed the application this evening. Therefore, the application was approved. 

Meeting called to order:  DM calls meeting to order at 5:10 p.m.
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  

6/20 meeting minutes: CC motion to accept, as written (with insert by WM.) DM 2nd. AIF. 
Assessor Signatures Required: 

· Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Abatements and Personal Property Forms.
· Authorization for William Mitchell to have Signature Authority within the Assessor’s office
Principal Assessor Updates and New Business: 

WM will be meeting with Selectmen at their August 15th meeting. Items to discuss include: 
· Single or Split Tax Rate

· Small Business Exemption

· Small Residential Exemption (for owner-occupied homes only) 

· Open Space Exemption

Discussion about Small Business Exemption: can be enacted for businesses with 10 or less employees and will provide a discounted tax rate for that building. Can be applied to any business under the same ownership but does not apply to renters in that building. Under this exemption, the burden of that discounted tax rate benefits those owners, but the burden must be shifted to the rest of the class. A list of such businesses is received by the Assessor’s office from the Department of Employment and Training (DET.) If this exemption is passed, the current assessor office assistant’s hours will need to be increased. 
Boat Excise Legislation: 
The highest amount currently charged for boat excise tax is $500, regardless of the vessels amenities. Therefore, yachts worth millions of dollars are excised at only $500. Legislation is pending that will no longer charge taxes by how long the boat is (by the foot) and the age of the boat, however will value based on the vessels MSRP similar to Motor Vehicle Excise Tax, thus making the excise tax more fair to all. 

Senior Municipal Service Program: 

See attached copy of SMSP description. There is a $10,000 budget limit for this program. In previous years, the limit was barely reached and the money was turned back to the General Fund; but in the last 1.5 months, 18 people have signed up to take advantage of this program and two of them will work in the Assessor’s office. The program opens for sign-up on 7/1 and closes on 3/31 each year. 

Cingular Wireless: 

Kopelmann & Paige (K&P) sent an e-mail to Assessors regarding the Cingular Wireless 2008 appeal. The Department of Revenue (DOR) previously valued the equipment owned by Cingular and we taxed them accordingly. K&P’s e-mail was to notify us that the appeals by Cingular were lost and the case was dismissed. 

Old Business:
Resident Don Miller has requested more information about how businesses in Sturbridge are taxed so he can gain a better understanding. WM to type up a response, plus provide an example using a fictitious business. 
Overlay Accounts: 

WM to provide Overlay Account Balances versus liability, regarding outstanding ATB cases.

Update on Tornado Damage: 

WM has finished all inspections. There were 63 homes damaged resulting in $7,000,000 in damage that will come off of the residential single family class. The burden of this reduction in assessment must be shifted to other residents resulting in an increase in property taxes at 7 cents/$1,000. Example: a house assessed at $250,000 will realize an increase of about $20.00 on their real estate tax bill. 

WM let us know that this is an important abatement season (10/01/2011 to 11/01/2011); if anyone who sustained tornado damage submits an abatement application, they will be reviewed and may realize an abatement this year. This would be due to the property not being properly reduced in value due to damage. We discussed getting the word out to taxpayers via Selectmen’s meeting. WM mentioned that this has already been done many times. 

Document Locations: 

All documents are located on file in the Assessor’s office in the town of Sturbridge. 

Next Meeting Date: 

August 1, 5:00 p.m., Town Hall Conference Room 2, 2nd Floor 
Motion to Adjourn: 
CC motion; DM 2nd. AIF. 6:35 p.m. 
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