FINAL

Board of Assessor Public Meeting Minutes
June 6, 2011, 5:00 p.m.

Attendance: 

Daniel Matte (DM)

Carol Childress (CC)

Principal Assessor, William B. Mitchell (WM)

Absent: 

Kevin Arena 

Meeting called to order:  DM calls meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  

5/16 meeting minutes; CC motion to accept as amended. DM 2nd. AIF. 

Assessor Signatures Required: 

1) Motor Vehicle Abatements  

2) Monthly Reports

3) Motor Vehicle Excise: Warrant to Collector, Notice of Commitment, and Final Commitment
4) Notices of Uncollectable Personal Property taxes
5) Notice of Commitment  and Warrant for Sewer Betterments Payoffs
6) Assessors signed several Land of Low Value documents using DOR’s Gateway online system 

Principal Assessor Updates and New Business: 

Budget: 

1)  WM presented 2011 budget and explained $13,395 in Purchase of Services and $8,629 from the 2011 Assessor’s budget will be carried forward to 2012, which includes services by Vision Government Solutions. DM signed; CC, as Clerk of BoA, listened to explanation and asked question for clarification regarding carry-over but did not discuss budget and did not sign Encumbrances due to potential conflict. KA to sign this week.  
Request for Site Assemblage:  

1) 90 and 90A Westwood Drive. Resident submitted required letter requesting one tax bill for both lots, thus requiring legally assembling the parcels. Resident submitted notarized, fully executed quitclaim deed which was recorded at Registry of Deeds (per WM, he has copy of recorded deed in his office.) CC motion to accept; DM 2nd. AIF. 

61 River Road, Easement:
1) Assessor approval of Section 6 on Grant of Easement Section 6 statess: “The owner shall continue to be responsible for real estate taxes applicable to the Easement Premises despite the grant of this easement to the Town of Sturbridge. The Town acknowledges that the easement results in a functional obsolescence that negatively impacts the market value of the property. The property’s assessment will be adjusted in the future to reflect said functional obsolescence and its fair cash market value.”  CC motion to accept #6 as written in Grant of Easement for 61 River Road (as presented to the Assessor’s, the document was not dated, notarized, or executed by landowner or Town of Sturbridge.) DM 2nd. AIF
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Tornado Damage Inspections, per BM: 

1) Properties are assessed as of 1/1/11; physical condition is assessed as of 7/1/2011. Therefore, properties with damage will need to have taxes adjusted. 

2) This week, WM met with MEMA and David Lindbergh, Sturbridge Building Inspector, and is hoping to have all site visits completed by w/e 6/18; however, much depends on other’s schedules. 

Old Business: 

Overlay Accounts and Telephone and Telegraph Cases: 

1) WM reports that money from overlay accounts should not be released and he will present the Overlay budget when it’s ready. 

Other: 

1) Assessors received copy of fully executed letter to property owner at 76 Allen Road. 

Document Locations: 

All documents are located on file in the Assessor’s office in the town of Sturbridge. 

Next Meeting Date: 

June 20, 5:00 p.m., Town Hall Conference Room 2, 2nd Floor 
Motion to Adjourn: 
DM motion; CC 2nd. AIF. 6:25 p.m. 
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