TOWN OF STOW

Community Preservation Committee

Minutes, August 27, 2012
  
 
 
Community Preservation Committee Meeting

Community Preservation Committee members present: Kathy Sferra (chair), Bill Byron (vice-chair), 
Peter McManus, Dot Spaulding.  Cortni Frecha, Bob Larkin , Mike Dugas, and Mike Busch.



Admin. Assistant: Deb Seith

Not Present: Vacancy for Open Space Committee representative

Location: Whitney & Warren Rooms at the Town Building
7:00-7:55pm    Recognition Gathering for Bob Wilber (retiring CPC chairman) – Whitney Room

The CPC meeting to discuss agenda items began at 7:55 pm in the Warren Room.  



BILLS & MINUTES:

VOTE: Bob L. made a motion to approve the minutes from July 23, 2012 as drafted, Cortni seconded, and approval was unanimous.  
UPDATE STOW COMMUNITY/ELDERLY HOUSING CORPORATION SCHC/SEHC 
Representing SCHC/SEHC:  Greg Jones, Steve Dungan, Ellen Cataldo, and consultant Peter Munkenbeck

· Kathy, Deb, and Jon Witten (Stow Town Counsel) met with SCHC/SEHC to discuss/clarify the original warrant article for Pilot Grove II and determine if there is any need to submit a warrant article to the Special Town Meeting.

· Peter distributed a letter to the Committee (attached):  in general the letter states that in exchange for the Town’s CPA commitment of $825,000 the Town will receive permanent affordable deed restrictions on all units at Pilot Grove II and a perpetual deed restriction that will run with the land as consistent with the Mass Community Preservation Act.  The Town would not own the land.
· Q.  Mike D. asked what would happen if the property entered foreclosure.  

A. Both restrictions – on the units & on the land will survive foreclosure per MGL Chapter 184.

· Jon Witten, town counsel, provided the CPC with some guidance via email and a motion for the CPC to vote on (attached).

Bob L. moved the motion as drafted by Town Counsel, Cortni seconded, and approval was unanimous.

· Plantation II  Update:  SEHC was invited to apply for a grant (to be submitted in October).
· Plantation II litigation continues.  The summary judgment was denied but the comments made by the judge were encouraging to SEHC.
Update on ammendments to CPA
1.  The trust fund has been expanded and there may be additional funds available in FY14.
2. Allows CPA Open Space/Recreational funds to be used on existing facilities not purchased with CPA funds.
3. Towns are required to hold an annual public hearing and revisit the Town’s Community Preservation Plan annually.
4. All CPA projects need to have a permanent restriction.
5. Additional guidance has been given to the definition of Historic Preservation.
Meeting schedule

Meetings will be held as necessary on:  September 10th,  September 24th, October 15th 
news & views

·  33 Elm Ridge Road is going into foreclosure & will not be counted towards the Town’s affordable housing inventory.  Is there anything the Town can do about this?  Deb will invite SMAHT to the CPC meeting on September 24th.
Bob L moved to adjourn at 9:17pm, Peter seconded, and approval was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted by:

Deb Seith
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