
STONINGTON BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
SPECIAL MEETING
MAY 15, 2007
7:00 PM AT THE STONINGTON POLICE HEADQUARTERS

MEETING MINUTES

Present:  
Chairman Edward McCabe, Vice-Chair James O’Boyle; Commissioners John Holstein and Dr. Stephen Coan, 
Chief David Erskine and Captain Jerry Desmond.

Absent:  Commissioner Dennis Curran
1)
Call to Order

Chairman McCabe called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

2)
Remarks of Visitors
Mr. Russel Burgess – Commented on 3/13 letter from the Chief stating that Mr. Burgess needs to follow proper procedure regarding facility & enforcement issues.  Chief clarified that Mr. Burgess may converse with Town employees at Animal Care and Control Facility, but any issues surrounding employees’ responsibilities are to be routed through the proper channels.
Church Street residents – discussion regarding no parking signs on Church Street.  Robert Croucher, south side resident concerned with placement of signs; he takes care of the grass along the road and would like signs to be placed as close to road as possible for unobstructed  mowing.
North side resident commented she would like to have no parking signs on lower portion of road due to safety issues.
3)
Approval of Minutes for April 26, 2007 Special Meeting
A motion was made by Vice-Chair O’Boyle and seconded by Commissioner Holstein to approve the minutes and it was voted.

4) 
Report of the Chief of Police
· Byron Howard, Building Maintainer, passed away last week.  Mr. Howard was an exceptional, dedicated employee and will be sadly missed.
· The position of Building Maintainer will be posted.  Director of Administrative Services George Sylvestre and Chairman McCabe discussed replacement procedure that will need to be put in place for the hiring committee.  A great number of applicants are expected.
4) 
Report of the Chief of Police (cont’d)

· Discussion will take place with Dave Smith regarding the Angel Ride.
· First Selectman’s approval required for River Glow, proper insurance top priority.

· Battle of Stonington August 21st.

· 2007 COPS Secure Our Schools grant program – funds available to allow law enforcement agencies to assist with the development of school safety resources and provide improved security at schools and on school grounds.  Captain Desmond proposed using funds to get communication devices at the schools, officers’ portables and car radios on the same frequency to allow for up to date information flow in a time of crisis, or when the need arises.
· Byron Howard’s daughter will be receiving a collection from her place of employment and has requested a tree be planted on site at the Stonington Police Department in memory of Mr. Howard.

· Swearing in Ceremony May 19th, Chairman McCabe attended.

· Officer Earl Palmer will complete his year probation at the end of May.  Chief requested to make Officer Palmer a permanent regular full time employee.  A motion was made by Vice-Chair O’Boyle and seconded by Commissioner Coan to make Officer Palmer a permanent regular full time employee as of May 25th and it was voted.

· “Click-it or Ticket” campaign occurring.

A motion was made by Vice-Chair O’Boyle and seconded by Commissioner Holstein to approve the Report of the Chief and it was voted.
5)
Correspondence

a. Letter Re:
Adult Probation Using Police Station
b. Letter Re:
Installing Play Area for Dogs At Animal Control Facility
c. Letter Re:
Installing Play Area for Dogs At Animal Control Facility
d. Chapter 27, Section A, Adoption Guidelines For Employees At Animal Control Facility.  A motion was made by Vice-Chair O’Boyle and seconded by Commissioner Coan to accept Chapter 27, Section A, Adoption Guidelines for Employees At Animal Control Facility and it was voted.
e. Memo Re:  Workshop: Freedom Of Information Act June 4, 2007

f. Memo Re:  Vehicle Acquisition

6)
Consent Agenda
a. Letter Re:
D.O.T Liberty Crossing 03/26/07
b. Letter Re:
D.O.T Liberty Crossing 04/23/07
c. Letter Re:
D.O.T Pawcatuck Landing 04/23/07
d. Memo Re:
Alarm Registrations

e. Memo Re:
Job Well Done – Officers Holt & Howard

f. Letter Re:
Job Well Done – Lt. Stewart

g. Letter Re:
Job Well Done – Lt. Stewart

h. Letter Re:
Boro of Stonington July 4, 2007 Parade

i. Letter Re:
Donation to Animal Control Facility

j. Letter Re:
Job Well Done – Officer Kristy Rebello

k. Letter Re:
D.O.T.  Highway Use Permit

l. Letter Re:
D.O.T. Pawcatuck Landing 05/04/07

A motion was made by Commissioner Holstein and seconded by Vice-Chair O’Boyle to approve the Consent Agenda and it was voted.
7)
Traffic

a. Letter Re:
No Parking Signs - Church Street, Mystic
A motion was made by Vice-Chair O’Boyle and seconded by Commissioner Holstein to install “No Parking Tow Zone” signs on the South side of Church Street from Route 27 to Summit Street.  Paint the curb on the North Side of Church Street a distance of 30 Feet more or less and install a no parking from here to corner sign at the eastern end of the curb painting.
b. Memo Re:
Residents Church Street – No Parking

c. Letter Re:
Hampton Inn & Suites – Old Mystic – D.O.T. 04/23/07

d. Letter Re:
Bike Time Trials – Al Harvey Road, Wheeler Road

8)
New Business

None
9)
Old Business

None
10)
Executive Session to Discuss the Intention of Retirement of Chief David Erskine and the position of Chief of Police

At 7:52PM Commissioner O’Boyle made a motion seconded by Commissioner Holstein to enter into executive session for the purposes of discussion of the retirement of the Chief, and process for hiring a replacement.  Motion passed.  Commissioner Curran arrived at this time.
 
Commission came out of executive session at 8:54PM.  Commissioner Curran made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Coan.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle Morosini
Secretary
4

