STONINGTON BOAR

 OF EDUCATION SPECIALMEETING MARCH 14, 2013

Giail MacDonald, Cliiywonan .eaifecf_ the meeting o order-at 5:35 p.n. i the Stonington High School Commons.

Members present were Faith Loitner, Secrotary; Aliss Morrison; Frank Todisco, Crolg Esposito:and Kevin Bornsteln.
Late Arrival: Debocali Divitie— 514 P

Adsonwesentiwere Dr Van Rifey, Superintendent of Schools; Anade Oliveim, Recording Seeretary, members oF the: staff;
stidenits and-iteresied <itizens,

Comments from Cilizen:

Jane Fiefel ct:mmnmed oirihe potential elimination of Freneh' V' at SHS Tornext year, Ms.Hefel noted that lier daughter,
whio, emjrc.mty in H1% grade, and other.students have worked so hard 1o be-ablet atend s class and feels this.would
b a big-loss-for the eight studenty’ znvaiwd and asked that this-course e, avml&bkt for-one more yvear.

SEED Approval - Fiist Resd
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.

.

.

i»

» ’I’urchase of. a&sessmems vs em&tmg ourown
v Generalattimde: of teachers-

» linplications:of meeting. Aprif 15" deadling

Legislator's Updites ~ Sonator Andrew Maynard and State Represetative Diana Urban

Diana Urban gave an-overview of what is happening in Hariford as it relutes to-the Schiool Based Health Center fimding
and- implementationin, SPS, vaising the: tudget cap;mentat health:services, absentecism in relationship-to achievement gap
and an informative website, Wi, Qi&d@% : carci-c)r“_avaifabie from the Stale..

Sanamr M;tynarc!

ntioned. thm d meeting: ml] mk& pl e;m liar%ford on Friday, March 13, whiclewill focus-on
: sportation funding, Schiool Heulth Buse.
, Senator Maynard, will be sending out

an emazl onice s repart i ava'd e
Full-dav K

Dir: Van Riley gave w shortexplenation of the Full-day Kindergarten QEA flyer and poted that it will be.seiit out (o area:
preschools and available onrodswibsite,

Loopitg Reporthy Jenn McCurd !an'd' TiiﬁfSnﬁﬂi_

0 Van R;Iey thanked tie twa middle sehool prineipals, Jenn McCurdy and ftm Smtth E‘or thmr w«:rk ot rewewmg ahe
looping class fssue Dry Kilsy s:xpiamad that principals: suppore all teachers nol just Tooping teachers and that st

‘eoncentrated onevery:stident huving « good opportunity in their schaols, Dr, kil y.-
held 1o diseuss: 1hismprc wnd that e decision has beermade to climinate grades. 5/6 Euupmg pmgm 1%

M&Meﬁurﬁy and Mr. S‘;zm |
differctices betweer K5 and o , ; :
due to the eliminationof the: gmde 56 impmg pmg,rams
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Looping Report by Jenn McCurdy and Tim Smith - continued

Dr. Riley gave a summary and final comment on the looping issue and noted that the elimination of this program is not
due to budgetary issues but the implementation of the Common Core State Standards.

The Board had questions related to the elimination of the program as it relates to which physical building that grade 5
students are placed, middle school vs. elementary school, teacher certification, quality of instruction, area schools and
their current configuration of looping programs, current SPS 5/6 standards vs, Common Core State Standards, input from
LEARN and how other districts are adjusting.

The Board noted that they support all that the administration has done concerning this issuc and believes a lot of thought
and consideratior has been put into this and agrees with their decision. Gail MacDonald explained that the Boards’
responsibility is to provide all students with the same skills. Mrs. MacDonald aiso explained that this change will aliow
these amazing opportunities of project based tearning, mentorship, leadership to get expanded into more classrooms. Mrs.
MacDonald noted that due to the differences in the standards, the current 5/6 looping configuration will not exist but that
the 6/7 program will go forward.

Comments from Citizens Relative to Board Action on this Agenda

Lauren McGugan, a teacher of May/Junes program at Mystic Middle School, commented on the program and feels that it
is a shame that it will come te an end but believes the transition will be a seamless one. Mrs. McGugan thanked
administration for working with the teachers through this precess. Mrs. McGugan also thanked all her colleagues, Para
MaryAnn Altman, parents, present and past students for sharing this experience,

Bruce Yarnall spoke about excellent teaching and programs at SPS, different activities, classes given in the middle school
and feels that there is lots of good leaming going on in all classrooms in Stonington schools.

Davnet Schaffer asked the Board 10 look carefully at the Common Core State Standards and whether we should be putting
all our eggs in one basket. Ms. Schaffer also mentioned her concern regarding May/Junes program change and the
kindergarten changes as it relates to the cut off age and the siandards. .

Julie Duba commented on the Crickets program and spoke of her child’s experience. Ms. Duba believes looping programs
create division in our school and encouraged the Board to look a1 how schools are being affected socially and emotionally.

Bill Stemberg spoke on the selection process of the Crickets program and believes the only way 1o achieve fairness is to
use a lottery system done in public.

Board Comments/Concerns

No comments at this time.
The following motion was made by Craig Esposito and seconded by Faith Leitner:
Motion 1: To adjourn at 7:38 p.m.

Aye: Al ’h’\‘fﬁ'\” LE[ T‘UKN

Faitl; Leitner, Board Secretary




