OLD SAYBROOK PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005 at 7:30 pm

Pasbeshauke Pavilion at Saybrook Point Park

155 College Street Extension


I. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman McIntyre called the regular meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present

Robert McIntyre, Chairman

Judith Gallicchio, Regular Member

H. Stuart Hanes, Secretary

Richard Tietjen, Member

Salvatore Aresco, Alternate

Janis Esty, seated for Kathleen Smith

Absent

Kathleen Smith, Vice Chairman

James Conroy, Alternate Member

Also Present

Christine Nelson, Old Saybrook Town Planner

Kate Frank-Hoey, Recording Clerk

III. REGULAR BUSINESS

A. Minutes

MOTION to accept the minutes from site walk of 12/09/04 without amendment made by R. Tietjen, SECONDED by J. Esty; B. McIntyre and S. Hanes abstained as they were not present, Judy was removed from voting: APPROVED by R.Tietijen, S. Aresco and J. Esty, OPPOSED :none, ABSTAINED : R. McIntyre and S. Hanes; 3-0-2

The minutes from 2/23/05 from the Special Meeting on the Preserve were amended as follows:

On page 2, ½ holes should actually be “1 or 2 holes.” Judy did not bring up the topic of the golf maintenance house, Stuart did.  Also on page 2, next to last paragraph, the 75 foot buffer should be changed to “750 foot buffer around the vernal pool.”

Dick brought up the point that he felt minutes from special meetings should not be reviewed at regular meetings but the rest of the commission did not share that sentiment. 

PAGE 1

MOTION to approve the minutes from Special Meeting of 2/23/05 with amendments made by S. Hanes, SECONDED by J. Gallicchio, APPROVED by B. McIntyre, S. Hanes, J. Gallicchio, and J. Esty; OPPOSED : R. Tietjen ; ABSTAINED: none; 4-1-0

B. Correspondence

None other than what was in the packets.

MOTION to pay iuvoice for court reporting from 2/23/05 to Debra Veroni for $417.50;

Made by S. Hanes; SECONDED by J. Gallicchio; APPROVED by R. McIntyre, S. Hanes, J. Gallicchio, R. Tietjen and J. Esty; OPPOSED : none; ABSTAINED:none; 

5-0-0

C. Committee, Representative & Staff Reports

There were no reports from either committees or representatives.

Christine Nelson brought up several workshops that commission members might want to attend: On Tuesday, March 29, 2005, Sandy Prisloe will conduct a workshop on satellite photography that will show the movement of fragmites and the loss of farm land. It will be held at the Pavilion.

On 4/11/05, Mark Branse will be holding a seminar on public hearing procedures for Westbrook that commission members are welcome to attend.

There are three workshops jointly sponsored by Pace University and the Tidewater Institute that are upcoming (flyer in packet).

IV. PUBLIC HEARING

A. “Blue Point” Resubdivision- 2 Lots (6.8 acres) & “Oyster River” Coastal Access

East Side of Ingham Hill Road/950 feet north of Boston Post Road, Industrial I and Residential A District, Gateway Conservation Zone, Coastal Management Zone (Map 35/Lot 15 and Map 28/Lot 23)

Owner:
Blue Point, Inc & E. Maynard
Agent:
Christine Burnham

Christine stated there was no new correspondence with respect to this application. Gary Sharpe passed out revised plans that include a scenic overlook in the hatched area with a level surface and a “heavy duty” bench. George Bessoni stated he would install a small retaining wall if needed to make that area level. The retaining wall wouldn’t be much more than a foot high. Gary Sharpe also passed out a brief outline of the highlights of the revised plan.  There is a 50 foot strip adjacent to the tidal wetlands for conservation easement. The maximum grading of the driveway will not exceed 1” to 12” so they can comply with handicapped parking.  Gary also mentioned that a 30” oak at the corner of the viewing area will be preserved.

Christina Burnham gave a status report on her progress with the project and she is currently finishing a legal description for the conservation.
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Chairman McIntyre opened the hearing for public comment, and there was none.

Chairman McIntyre then opened the hearing for commission members to comment and polled the commission members about what their concerns were. Janis had questions about what kind of materials should be used for the surface of the public walkway.  Judy would like to see some surface such as gravel used instead of just leaving it natural so it will take a longer span of time before the town needs to actively maintain it.  Bob was concerned about erosion of the public walkway because of the steep grading. Gary Sharpe stated that the slope would be vegetated and suggested that the walkway actually be a five foot gravel path within the 10 foot easement covered in gravel that is kept away from the embankment.  Judy was concerned about wet muddy areas such as found in the driveway also occurring on the public walkway and would also like to see the split rail fence repaired and continued. The parking area needs to be clarified so that visitors will know whether they should parallel park or pull-in park. Wheel stops will be provided. George stated he was willing to cut back the brush so that cars can pull in frontwards. Commission members felt that two parking spaces was sufficient.  

McIntyre would like to add “at the direction of the staff” to the conservation easement for any cutting or removal of non-native vegetation. It was added that bull briars were a native species but were so invasive that they would need to be removed. He also felt that the approval should include the statement that the driveway be no steeper than 1” to 12” (about 8%).

R. Tietjen  suggested a ½” processed stone for the walkway that would pack well.         Gary Sharpe stated that bringing in new stone as opposed to uncovering the stone that’s already there would be a cost burden on the applicant.

Stuart noted that the original development was close to the Oyster River and wondered if there would ever be a case where the public would need or want access to the river.  Christine Burnham returned to the original intent that was a viewing area. The site was never intended to allow kayaks or boats, but viewing only. Christine added the DEP did not want people crossing the marsh. 

MOTION to close the public hearing on “Blue Point” Resubdivision- 2 Lots (6.8 acres) & “Oyster River” Coastal Access made by J. Gallicchio; SECONDED by S. Hanes; APPROVED by R. McIntyre, S. Hanes, J. Gallicchio, J. Esty and R. Tietjen; OPPOSED: none, ABSTAINED: none, 5-0-0.

Christine stated that she would draft a resolution that includes a statement that any unacceptable spots on the public walkway will be covered with a 1” base of processed stone to the satisfaction of the Director of Public Works. 

Commission members felt that the layout, as it stands, should not provide for access to the Oyster River. There is no need for a public boat launch as there is one nearby, across from McDonald’s. Bob would like to see the parking area modified so that there will be 
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pull-in parking on an angle with wheel stops. A picnic table was felt to be more useful in the viewing area in lieu of the bench, despite concerns about increased litter. The location of the fire hydrant concerns can be addressed at a later time. The conservation easement needs to state that the Zoning Enforcement Officer will act as the agent for the commission to approve any clearing.

MOTION approve the application for the “Blue Point” Resubdivision-2 Lots (6.8 acres) & Oyster River Coastal Access with provisions for a 5 foot exposed walkway, a picnic table approved by Park & Rec provided in the viewing area, a repaired and extended split rail fence, a grade no greater than 1” to 12” for the walkway. The Zoning Enforcement Officer will act as an agent to approve any clearing. Made by S. Hanes; SECONDED  by J. Gallicchio; APPROVED: R. McIntyre, S. Hanes, J. Esty, R. Tietjen and J. Gallicchio; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none; 5-0-0

MOTION made to approve the Coastal Site Plan for “Blue Point” Subdivision- 2 Lots (6.8 acres) & Oyster River Coastal Access made by J. Gallicchio; SECONDED by S. Hanes; APPROVED by R. McIntyre, R. Tietjen, J. Gallicchio, S. Hanes and J. Esty; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none; 5-0-0.


V. INFORMATIONAL MEETING

A. M unicipal Improvement of “Willard Avenue” for Coastal Public Access: scratched from agenda.

VI. OLD BUSINESS

A. “College Point” Subdivision- 4 Lots (2.16 acres) : scratched from from the agenda.

VII. NEW BUSINESS :none.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn regular meeting of the Old Saybrook Planning Commission on 3/16/05 made by S. Hanes; SECONDED by J. Gallicchio; APPROVED by S. Hanes, J. Gallicchio, R. McIntyre, R. Tietjen and J. Esty; OPPOSED: none; ABSTAINED: none; 

5-0-0


Respectfully Submitted,


Kate Frank-Hoey, Recording Clerk
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