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TOWN OF OLD SAYBROOK


Architectural Review Board 
	Elizabeth Swenson, Chairman

David Wight, Vice Chairman

Bette Del Giorno, Secretary

	
	
302 Main Street ( Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475-1741


Telephone (860) 395-3131 ( FAX (860) 395-3125

MINUTES


Regular Meeting


Monday, November 22, 2004 at 7:30 p.m.


Middle School Teachers Lounge


60 Sheffield Street


	Jonathan Gibbs

Kingman Snow

Frank Vinciguerra

Guy Pendleton



I. CALL TO ORDER Chairman, Elizabeth Swenson, called the regular meeting to order at 7:30pm.

II. ROLL CALL

Attendant Members

Elizabeth Swenson, Chairman

David Wight, Vice Chairman

Bette Del Giorno, Secretary

Jonathon Gibbs

Kingman Snow

Frank Vincguerra

Guy Pendleton

Attendant Staff

Carrie Levesque, Clerk

III. OLD BUSINESS
IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. “Sleepys” sign

555 Boston Post Road,(Map 40, Lot 45), B-4 Business District

Applicant: KP Signs

Agent: Melissa Rutrick

Jim Croche of KP Signs was present to discuss the application.

The front sign was proposed as 3’ x 52’ with red neon letters, white opaque background and a logo box with a character in striped pajamas lying down.

Board members inquired as to why the sign would need to be so large as it is only 8-10’ away from the road. Mr. Croche replied that Sleepy’s had done research and felt that the proposed signs were critical to their business. Ms. Swenson suggested removing the brick wall that the sign would be attached to. Mr. Croche suggested removing the “laying man” logo to shorten the sign, removing the brick roof and replacing with a sign band over the damaged brick, and possibly using flush mounted letters if there is access through the brick wall. 

The side sign was proposed as a 4’ x 8’ light box with red and black vinyl lettering.

Board Members agreed that the side sign was misleading as there was no parking allowed for Sleepy’s customers in that area. Mr. Snow noted that the side sign would not be seen very well due to the freestanding sign of the building next door, which contained Subway and Bagelz. Furthermore, Mr. Snow noted that the proposed freestanding sign would suffice for signage in an east west direction.. Mr. Croche stated that he could probably eliminate the side sign but not the freestanding sign.

The following suggestions were made to Mr. Croche:

· eliminate the side sign

· remove the front roof and replace with sign band over the damaged brick

· the length of the front sign to be kept within the edges of the first set of windows on either side of the doors

· use flush mounted letters

· show the location of the freestanding sign

B. “CVS” site plan review

519 Boston Post Road, (Map 40, Lots 14, 15, 16, 17), B-4 Business District

Applicant: Issues Management, LLC
Agent: VHB, Inc.

Patrick O’Leary of VHB Inc. was present to represent the applicant.

Mr. O’Leary stated that the site would include a 13,000sft. building with a drive thru window, 81 parking spaces, fencing to conceal the parking, and irrigated landscaping maintained throughout the year.

Mr. O’Leary stated that the proposal for the building would keep with the characteristics of the area and would include either clapboard or brick finish, columns, a gabled roof line, and the mechanicals would be sunken in and shielded by a parapet.

Mr. O’Leary noted that the applicant would be requesting an easement from the owners of the train station plaza for shared entrance and possibly for cross connectivity for pedestrian access.

Board Members discussed the blank wall of the building. They inquired as to whether windows could be placed in that wall. Mr. O’Leary responded that the windowless wall was prudent for CVS business but that a possible cornice line could be installed to break the straight run.

Mr. Wight suggested to Mr. O’Leary that he request to the Zoning Commission to not include the overhang of the building into the square footage as this could reduce the number of parking spaces.

Mr. Pendleton suggested the elimination of the white pines with a  replacement of spruces when the formal landscape plan is presented.

The Board discussed clapboards vs. brick. All agreed that brick would give more possibilities and would be easier to maintain.

C. “Mercantile Building” site plan review

Spencer Plain Road, (Map 46, Lot 3), B-4 Business District

Applicant: Fulkerson Real Estate

Agent: Richard King Architects

Richard King was present to represent the applicant.

The proposal would be for a red ”barn” style building with one main entrance to the showroom on the north side, two 20’ poles with down lit box lighting and two wall packs attached to the building for additional lighting. Mr. Wight noted that the two wall packs would take away from the building style and would potentially cause glare. Mr. King stated that two more pole lights could be added at 15’ high each instead of the wall packs. Mr. Snow suggested standard metal halite for lighting.

Mr. Gibbs suggested treatment above the doorway. Mr. King stated that he could install a transom over the doorway.

MOTION to recommend approval of the site plan for the “Mercantile Building” with noted lighting changes and a transom installed over the doorway.

MOVED by G. Pendleton

SECONDED by F. Vinciguerra

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton

D. “Baker’s Fish House” site plan review

9 Essex Road, (Map 58, Lot 134), Residence A District

Applicant: Lamont Landings, LLC  Agent: Greg Nucci/Point One Architects

Steven Sheehan and Greg Nucci were present to represent the applicant.

Mr. Nucci stated that the proposal would be to keep the form as is but with improved materials, removal of the refrigerated truck, addition of cold storage, new wheelchair access, outdoor patio, and fencing and landscaping for the benefit of the residential neighbors.

Mr. Nucci stated that the light fixtures would consist of four wall mounted lights, bollards, one 8-10’ down lit light, and low landscaped lighting. All lighting would be sensitive to the residential area.

Board Members all agreed that the proposal was appropriate and was an improvement to the site.

MOTION to recommend approval of the building as submitted

MOVED by G. Pendleton

SECONDED by J. Gibbs

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton

MOTION to recommend approval of the lighting plan with the following recommendations:  1) a maximum of 40-watts for the cbs; 2) the parking lot light to be kept without the drop lens as presented; and 3) a maximum of 50-watts for the wall mounted lights.

MOVED by K. Snow

SECONDED by D. Wight

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton

E. “Starbucks” sign and site plan review

15 Main Street, (Map37,Lot 51), B-2 Business District

Applicant: Starbucks Coffee
Agent: Daniel Brennan

Daniel Brennan and Steve DelRose were present to represent the applicant.

Mr. Brennan stated that the proposal would be for 21 new parking spaces, renovated curb cuts, scraping and removal of the siding for the side exterior, addition of sill and sill work to the columns, and a straight parapet roof. 

Mr. Pendleton asked where the dumpster would be contained. Mr. Brennan stated that the dumpster would be proposed for the back of the building next to the service door with a white vinyl or cedar fence surrounding it.

Mr. Gibbs suggested breaking the roofline with shadowing.

The Board discussed the installation of a fence alongside the parking lot to break up the lot from the Welcome Center. Mr. Brennan and Mr. DelRose stated that they didn’t foresee a problem with that but would need to seek approval.

The following suggestions were made to Mr. Brennan and Mr. DelRose:

· Raise the front elevation and break the cornice line

· Install a fence alongside the parking lot

· Install a matching fence around the dumpster

F. “Duncan Downie” sign and site plan review

6 Center Road West, (Map 26, Lots 6-9), Business B-4 District

Applicant: Duncan Downie

Agent:  Doane Collins

Architect Vince Stella was present to represent the applicant.

Mr. Stella stated that the proposal would be for a 9,000sft. utility building with one major entrance. The building would be a pre-engineered warehouse with 20’ eaves and wainscoting for aesthetic lines.

Mr. Gibbs asked if projected windows could be placed above the doorway to make the building more to scale. Mr. Stella replied that he could project the windows as a triangle to give more depth to the building.

Mr. Stella stated that the proposed sign would be for a 2’ x 3’ ground mounted sign with an aluminum border and down lit lighting.

MOTION to recommend approval of the building as designed with the addition of the projected windows above the doorway

MOVED by B. Del Giorno

SECONDED by G. Pendleton

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton 

MOTION to recommend approval of the sign as presented with minimal lighting.

MOVED by B. Del Giorno

SECONDED by J. Gibbs

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton

G. “Saybrook Landing” sign

166 Main Street, (Map 37, Lot 128), Business B-1 District

Applicant: Say Main, LLC

Agent: Meredith Hall

MOTION to recommend approval of the sign as presented

MOVED by F. Vinciguerra

SECONDED by E. Swenson

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton

H. “Jack’s Grill and Wine Bar” sign

286 Main Street, (Map 30, Lot 65), Business B-1 District

Applicant: Jack Flaws

Agent: Mike Abel

Mike Abel was present to represent the applicant.

Mr. Abel stated that the proposal would be to temporarily install appliqués to the front awning showing “Jack’s American Bistro and Wine Bar” and to install “Jack’s” on the two side awnings. 
The permanent sign would consist of a gold leaf carved sign with a cranberry background and the frog shown on his business cards. Mr. Abel noted that the awning appliqués would be removed once the permanent sign was installed.

The Board agreed that the permanent sign should mimic the business card and should be kept in a vertical position.

MOTION to recommend approval of the temporary awning appliqués until a permanent sign is installed

MOVED by D. Wight

SECONDED by K. Snow

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton

MOTION to recommend approval of the permanent sign with the recommendation that the sign be of vertical orientation

MOVED by F. Vinciguerra

SECONDED by B. Del Giorno

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton

V. REGULAR BUSINESS

A. Meeting Minutes
MOTION to approve the minutes of 11/8/04

MOVED by G. Pendleton

SECONDED by F. Vinciguerra

APPROVED by  D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton

ABSTAINED E. Swenson

B. Approval of 2005 Meeting Schedule
MOTION to approve the 2005-meeting schedule as submitted

MOVED by K. Snow

SECONDED by F. Vinciguerra

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton
C. Correspondence-none
D. Committee, Representative & Staff Reports-none
VI. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 11:50pm

MOVED by E. Swenson

SECONDED by G. Pendleton

APPROVED by E. Swenson, D. Wight, B. Del Giorno, J. Gibbs, K. Snow, F. Vinciguerra, G. Pendleton
Respectfully Submitted,

Carrie Levesque

Recording Clerk
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