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                                                                 TOWN OF NORTH READING
           


            __________________________                             Massachusetts        Conservation Commission

Minutes
Tuesday, November 17, 2009
Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, November 17, 2009, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members



Present:

Tim Allen, Chairperson 

Jonathan Cody, Member 

Martin Weiss, Member








Lori Mitchener, Member 
Absent:

Tom Romeo, Member
 

Staff
Present:

Kathy Morgan, Administrative Assistant




Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent

Guests:



Discussion/ Correspondence File/Minutes
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission approve the minutes for October 20, 2009.
4 Travelled Way 
A call was made to the office that two large pine trees had been cut down.  Ms. Basbanes visited the house and found the trees to be 15’ from the pond hanging over the neighbor’s house and was told that the owner’s insurance company had told her to have the tree taken down.  Members advised the homeowner that she should have been given permission prior to having the tree taken down.  Ms. Basbanes reported that the area was cleaned up and the soil not altered.  Paul Cameron was present from the Martin’s Pond Association.  Mr. Cameron said that the Association was going to put out a Newsletter to the residents of Martins Pond advising them of the rules for working within 100’ to the pond, but asked the Commission to try and find a way to educate tree companies and other contractors that do work around the pond.  The Commission explained that they don’t have the resources to reach out to every tree company and contractor that might do work in the area, but that owners should know to when they need to file with the Commission.  With regard to replacing the trees, there is still a canopy of trees in place and other vegetation.  Members discussed that if the owner had gone through the proper process they would not have required additional plantings.
35 Burroughs Road (245-1331
Issuance of the Order of Conditions was held up because of the comment that DEP made about the applicant providing compensatory flood storage for the area taken up with the new septic system.  Warren Pearce, from Pearce Construction and Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates who will be doing the work, were present to discuss the project with the Commission.  Warren and Luke have been looking into using available areas close to this site for additional storage, but there isn’t any.  They requested that the Commission issue the Order and if DEP appeals the Order, they will discuss it further with them.  The Order of Conditions will be issued.  
Emergency Certificate
Paul Cameron was present from the Martin’s Pond Assoc. and explained to members the need to breech a beaver dam that was located around 37 Burroughs Road.  He said that the beavers were trapped last spring and the summer was free of dams, but the beavers have moved back in.  The Board of Health has issued an Emergency Certification.

Mr. Martin moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0-1, Ms. Mitchener abstained;


that the Conservation Commission move to issue an Emergency Certificate to breech the beaver dam at or around 37 Burroughs Road.
Certificate of Compliances
Rt 62 Replication area (245-846)

Both Mike Soraghan, the Town Engineer, and Ms. Basbanes, had no issues with the work and were both satisfied with the replication area on the town-owned land behind 182 Park Street.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed on this project.

40 Kings Row (245-494)
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed on this project.

1 Batchelder Ave. (245-1337)
The new septic system was installed and sod installed to stabilize the area.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed on this project.

13 Oakland Road (NR Bylaw)
The new septic system was installed in September under the local Bylaw and the grass is growing in.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance for work satisfactorily completed on this project.

Extension
1 Ladyslipper Lane (245-1108)
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;

that the Conservation Commission grant a one year extension to expire on 11/17/10.  Ms. Basbanes will send a letter advising the homeowner that this is the last extension that will be granted.

5 Holt Lane (245-1233)
Kevin Murphy bought the property and plans to build a house, but the Order is about to expire.  He is requesting a one year extension.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission grant a one year extension to expire 11/15/09.

61 Marblehead Street (245-1236)
Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission grant a one year extension to expire 11/17/10.
Public Hearings
156 Park Street (RDA)
Mike Soraghan, Town Engineer, was present.  The Town would like to add an additional 18” to the top of the flood wall.  Mr. Soraghan explained the history of prior storm events.  In 2006, the Mother’s Day storm, the water came within an 1” of over topping the wall.  Mr. Shaheen Shaheen, from Green International explained that the site is within the floodplain to the Ipswich River.  A Hazard Mitigation Grant provided for the construction of the wall.  The new elevation of the top of the wall will be 69.5 and an additional 2 sub-drains will be added.  All work will be done from the parking lot side of the wall. Mr. Soraghan said he will go out to bid in the Spring and the project should take 6 months to complete.  Ms. Mitchener asked if calculations for a 500 yr. storm event were looked into?  Mr. Soraghan said it had been and he would get the information for the Commission.  Revised plans dated 11/16/09 were reviewed, showing new catch basins.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Negative 3 Determination with no additional conditions.

1 Shore Road (RDA)
The homeowner had talked to Janet Nicosia who told him to call Ms. Basbanes about taking down two dead trees at 1 Shore Road.  Ms. Basbanes agreed that the trees should come down and said that silt fence will be placed between the trees and the pond.  There is a canopy that exists there now.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Negative 3 Determination with one condition that the contractor gets a copy of the permit.

Continued Public Hearings

8 Jacob Raynor Lane (245-1338)
Rich Williams, from Hayes Engineering and Mrs. Pasquale, the homeowner, were present.  Revised plans dated 11/17/09 were submitted which provided for two options for the 198 s.f. encroachment into the 12’ buffer zone.  Mr. Williams prefers Option 1 to compensate for the encroachment, which would take a portion of the area adjacent to the previously disturbed trampoline area and along the base of the wall.  Option 2 proposes wetland creation in the upland portion of the site on the other side of the wetland.  Option 1 would not require the crossing of the wetland like.  The Commission prefers the Option 1 as well.  Mr. Williams said he has talked with the Building Inspector Inspector about the wall and will give him a copy of the plan.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Ms. Mitchener, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, with the revised plans dated 11/17/09 under 

Option 1.
Adjourn 

Ms. Mitchener moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted unanimously in favor;


that the Conservation Commission adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM.  
Approved ______________________ Dated _______________
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