Minutes

Tuesday, September 25, 2007

Mr. Allen, Chairman, called the Tuesday, September 25, 2007, meeting of the Conservation Commission to order at 7:30 PM in Room 14 of the North Reading Town Hall, 235 North Street, North Reading, MA.

Members

Present:
Tim Allen, Chairperson



Jim Demetri, Vice Chair



Martin Weiss, Member



Jonathan Cody, Member



Nasos Phillips, Member



Tom Romeo, Associate Member

Absent:

Staff

Present:
Leah Basbanes, Conservation Agent



Kathy Morgan, Administrative Asst.

Guests:

Discussion/Correspondence File/Minutes
Minutes

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission accept the Minutes of September 11, 2007.

Tree cutting at Swan Pond

Mr. Dana Rowe talked to members about the forestry program.  The Tree Committee used to be more active but hasn’t done much lately.  Mr. Rowe has been speaking with the School Committee to get them to include their land that abuts the town-owned parcel 
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over at Swan Pond and start a cutting program.  Mr. Rowe talked about putting the proceeds from the wood back into the tree cutting program to buy equipment and make and maintain more trails.  Proceeds would payoff Mr. Robbins, who prepared the cutting plan and will oversee it, and any additional funds made on the trees cut within the Conservation land will go into the Conservation fund. 

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Demetri, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission move forward with the tree cutting program.

Extensions

1 Burnham Drive (245-1004)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission grant a one year extension to expire 

November 3, 2008.

Certificate of Compliance

270 Haverhill Street (245-1212)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.  Ms. Basbanes will send the owner a letter to stabilize the rear wall. 

14 Country Club Road (245-1228)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.

16 Linwood Avenue (245-1210)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.
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26 Erwin Road (245-1147)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission issue a Certificate of Compliance.
Public Hearings

The Greens – RDA – culvert work 

No one was present for the project.  At the site visit, it was observed that wires and another pipe are crossing the stream, possibly for the irrigation system.  The opening of the culvert pipe now is much higher than the water upstream and doesn’t even flow through it.  There is ponding down stream though. Members felt the project could be done with erosion controls in place upstream of the culvert.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody and voted: 4-0-1, Mr. Weiss abstained;


that the Conservation Commission close the meeting and issue a Negative 3 Determination.

10 Winter Street (245-xxxx) Replacing Septic system

The Hamms were present.  A replacement septic system is being proposed with the leachfield approximately 80’ off the edge of wetlands to the back of the property line and approximately 50’ to the edge of wetlands to the right side property line.  Members had no issues with the project but there is no DEP file number or comments from them.

Mr. Weiss moved, seconded by Mr. Demetri, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, but hold for a DEP file #.

87 Concord Street – RDA collocation of wireless service

Atty. James Valeriani and Steven Russell a permitting coordinator for Verizon were present for the project.  The project is for installing a wireless service.  They will go in the same location that AT & T was in and their shed will be located further away from the wetlands than the AT & T shed was.  Ms. Basbanes said all work is either in the paved area or in a gravel area.  Erosion controls were added to the plans and a revised plan will be submitted.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 5-0;
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that the Conservation Commission issue a Negative 3 Determination with revised plans showing erosion controls.

34 Burroughs Road (245-1281)

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates was present.  The existing house will be torn down and a new house constructed with a septic system.  The percentage of disturbance is 45.5% and most is within already disturbed areas.   There is only a small area of the new house that is within the buffer.  The septic system is out of the buffer.  Mr. Roy explained that they have stayed out of  the 100 year flood plan that exists within the area.  The driveway will be kept out of the buffer and the impervious percentage for the new construction will only be 2.6%.  BVW to east and west of the area.  Abutters next door were concerned with the proximity of the new house to theirs but the new construction is within setback requirements.

Mr. Weiss, moved, seconded by Mr. Phillips, and voted 5-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions but hold for comments and a file number from DEP.

17 Woodland Drive – RDA attached garage

Hugo and Mary Wiberg were present.  The new garage will be 91’ from the wetlands.  There is a slope on the property and it was felt that the silt fence should be moved to the toe of the slope.   Other than the relocation of the silt fence there were no issues with the project.  

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 4-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the meeting and issue a Negative 3 Determination with a condition that the erosion controls be relocated and approved by the Conservation Agent prior to work commencing.

22 Redmond Avenue (245-xxxx) Upgrade Septic System
Joel Williams from Dresser Williams was present.  The project involves a renovation of the existing house and enlarging the septic system with the leaching field approximately 80’ from the wetlands.  Board of Health has not issued their permit yet and there is no DEP file number.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 4-0;
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that the Conservation Commission accept the applicant’s request to continue the Public Hearing to 10-9-07.

Continued Public Hearings

15 Maple Road (245-1279

DEP has issued a number had no comments on the project.
Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;

that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions.
439 Park Street (245-1281)

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions, but hold until DEP comments are received.  
303 Main Street (245-1278)

Ms. Basbanes and Libby Wallace, from Hayes Engineering, went out to the site and agreed to move one flag.  Revised plans were received dated 9/25/07.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Cody, and voted 3-0;

that the Conservation Commission accept the flagging as noted on the revised plan, and issue the Order of Resource Area Delineated.

197 Main Street

Luke Roy, from O’Neill Associates, was present and submitted a revised plan.  Fill will be removed and a boulder wall installed to stabilize the area.  The area will then be left to re-vegetate. There is a cut slope located on the plan to the back left area and there is an existing parking area.  The slope to the back will be made to a 2-1 grade and loam and seeded

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss voted 4-0;
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that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions in accordance with the revised plan dated 9/20/07.
52 Lindor Road (245-1275)
Greg Hockmuth from Neve Associates was present.  The applicant decided to continue the hearing at the last meeting to add 13 trees to be removed to the plan that increased the net alteration in the project to 67%.  A note will be added that the trees will be ground down.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss and voted 3-0;


that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with the standard 43 conditions with a condition that the note be added to the plan.  Hold for new plan.

89 Old Andover Road

Mr. Wiberg was present.  Ms. Basbanes went out to the site and moved 1A down 3’, 2A 6’ and 3A down 3’ that would eliminate a notch in the back of the proposed garage.

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss, and voted 5-0;
that the Conservation Commission close the Public Hearing and issue the Order of Conditions with the 43 standard conditions but hold for a new plan showing the revised flagging.  

Holt Lane (Lot 2) Minor Modification

The outer perimeter will be changed from concrete to a boulder wall.  The change was approved by the Town Engineer.  Members had no issues with the change.

Adjourn

Mr. Demetri moved, seconded by Mr. Weiss and voted 5-0; 


that the Conservation Commission close the meeting at 9:00 PM

Approved ______________________  Dated ____________
